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1 nap formed a with from the eailieſ 

times of which I have any recollection, 

that after having filled an active and 5 
uſeful department in life, I might retire 


from the public ſeene to the ſhades of | 


rural ſolitude; not ſach a folitude as 
diminithes, or contracts, the power of 
doing good, but ſuch as turns the ex- 


3 ſuch 


{> 
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ſuch as preſerves the tranquillity of the 
mind, whilſt it promotes and invigo- 
rates the activity of the body. A good 
providence has been pleaſed, in a great 
meaſure, to fulfil this my early inclina- 
tion. From hence the reader will con- 
jecture what ſort of a RecLusz appears 
before him. 5 

Various have been the plans formed 
by thoſe who have meditated a retire- 
ment from buly life, and various the 
modes by which ſuch plans have been 
carried into execution. From a variety 
of circumſtances, not originally the ob- 
_ jects of conſideration, ſuch ſchemes have 
generally proved abortive. A falſe eſti- 
mate of human happineſs is the com- 
mon cauſe of this miſcarriage. 

An entire ſecluſion from the world is 
as contrary to the true enjoyments of 
man, as a tumultuous intercourſe with 
it. The philoſopher who carries you 
back to the firſt principles of ſociety, 
and places you in a deſart, may offer 
| " a flat- - 
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a flattering picture to the mind of him 
whoſe irritable temper is daily teaſed 
| with a multitude of petitioners ; but it 
is a deluſive happineſs which he pre- 
ſents, like that of the deity of Epicurus, 
who is repreſented as ſitting remote from 
every thing human or celeſtial ; neither 
intereſted for himſelf, nor regarding 
the wants and neceſlities of others. 

On the other hand, to be perpetually 
converſant in ſcenes where * the tide 
© of human exiſterice” is at its higheſt 
flood, to ſeek for true happineſs in a 
crowd, is to deprive ourſelves of that 
gratification which ariſes from a calm 
contemplation of the characters of men ; 
for it is as impoſſible to reflect in the 
midſt of the buſy, as it is to pauſe upon 
the boſom of a torrent. | 

From the ſmalleſt obſervation, there- 
fore, it will be evident that, the ex- 
tremes of life are equally to be avoided. 
Man was no more formed to be carried 
rapidly around the circle of diſſipation, 
| B 2 than 
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than to inhabit the ſolitary cave, or to 
reſt in inglorious eaſe under the ſpread- 
ing branches of an impervious foreſt. 
Every violence committed upon the 
human mind by an over-exertion of its 
| powers, tends to counteract and deſtroy 
thoſe principles which they were in- 
tended to promote. The man whoſe 
wiſhes center in the ſtream of public 
life, reſts his happineſs upon a multi- 
tude, whoſe ſchemes and plans differ 
ſo eſſentially from his own, that they 
never can produce the ſolid comfort 
which he defires. He who narrows his 
expectations too much, and contracts 
the ſphere of his enjoyments to his own 
breaſt, is equally diftant from the point 
of felicity. The one becomes a volup- 
tuary ; the other, a miſanthrope. 
 _ To retire ſometimes to the thade of 
reflection, even from the aftechonate 
intercourfe of friends, is a. judicious 
choice as well as a religious mjunction. 
The mind that has been diſtracted with 
| 8 cares 
9 
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eures demands ſome repoſe to rally its 
ſcattered forces. Some defilement too, 
it may be ſuppoſed to have contratted 
from an indifcriminate communication 
with the world. How delightful then 
muſt that moment be, which is ſpent 
amidſt ſcenes of ſolitude! How muſt | 
the heart expand when it has broken 
its fetters, and freely breathes that air 
of liberty with which a benevolent 
Creator refreſhes all his creatures! He 
who was ſo lately a priſoner, now be- 
comes maſter of his own actions: he 
ho was a criminal, looks around him 
in the confidence of innocence. The 
book of nature, illuſtrated by the book 
of revelation, becomes his ſtudy. He 
traces the connection between thoſe 
important volumes with a penetrating 
eye and a delighted heart. On his re- 
turn to the buſy ſtage of man, he finds 
his actions improved by benevolence. 
HFlis temporary ſecluſion has taught him 
the true value of life, and he diſcovers 
. that 


* 
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that there are objects of equal impor- 
tance with the bank and the exchange. 

Thus may every man be a Recluſe. 
for the beſt and moſt important pur- 
poſes. Thus may he improve in the 
| ſtudy of his Maker, and in the know- 
ledge of himſelf; and thus will he be- 
come a better ſervant of his God, and 
a better member of public ſociety. 

A little reflection will make it clear, 
how much the religion of the goſpel 
promotes theſe advantages. I ſpeak 
not of this religion, as delineated by 
the infidel, or diſtorted by the enthu- 
faſt ; but of that plain and venerable 
figure whoſe features are ſerene and 
ſmiling, and whoſe eye beams with 
goodneſs. To purſue her, is indeed to 
_ purſue happineſs; and it is no ſmall 
encouragement to follow her paths, 

that no man ever yet followed them in 
vain. 

It has been the diſadvantage * re- 
In me too „ to be repreſented 

„ under 
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under falſe appearances. The malevo- 


lent and deſigning have thus repelled 
her votaries, and deluſion has ſuper- 


ſeded true belief. But theſe errors may 
be removed by ſolitude. A few calin 


collected moments will rectify theſe 
miſtakes, and the gaudy colours of this 
deceitful rainbow will vaniſh as . 
watry cloud diſperſes. 8 0 
The employment of man in a tem- 
porary retreat from the world is of the 


utmoſt importance to his eternal wel- 


fare. The prejudices which he has im- 


bibed by too cloſe a commerce with 


temporal concerns, the frequent lapſes 
of human frailty, the more ſerious pol- 


lutions of human crimes, are all brought 


before his eyes in the ſhelter of retire- 
Ment. Here truth begins to find a re- 


fuge in his heart: and here the revela- 


tion of the God of truth, diſplays to his 


aſtoniſhed and delighted - ſenſes, his 


reſtoration from the miſerable bondage 
of a ſervant of fin to the glorious liberty 
BB 4 of 
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of a ſon of God. Who would not then, 

for this purpoſe, retire from human 
footſteps, and ſhut out the vanities and 
follies, the vices and allurements of 
the world? Who would not call home 
kis thoughts which have been roving _. 
over: dreary ſcenes, where peace 5 
comfort never ſhew their beams? Who, 
would not repreſs the excurſions: of a 
wild-imagination, whoſe every ſtep leads 
to danger and deſtruction ? Who would 
not, under this impreſſion, guard cach 
avenue of ſenſe, and check the ardour 
of each deluſive paf/ron M ho would 
not, in ſhort, accept the means of ob- 
taining this great victory, and in hes 
foul's deep ſilence, and in the filence of 
nature, commune with;Nis own heart ?.. 
Ihe ſubjects of meditatiomare nume- 
rous and important: as numerous as 
the wants, as important as the ſalva- 
tion of mankind. The man of a really 
contemplative. diſpoſition will require 


no aſliſtance in the hour of ſolitary 
| recol- 
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recollection: but as many may be deſi- 
rous of profiting by a proper applica- 
tion of their retired moments, who can- 
not perhaps at once arrange the ſeries 
of their thoughts, to ſuch, it is pre- 
ſumed, the following reflettions m 
not be undcceptable. 

As becoming the character of 4 Re- 
cluſe, and as congenial with my natural 
diſpoſition as well as my profeſſional 
ſtudies, I propoſe to conſider man as a 
religious being; capable of cultivating 
religion for. the molt uſeful purpoſes of 
life. Polemical diſputes, and even 


ſcriptural criticiſm, on this occaſion, 'T- 


with to avoid. To make men wiſer, 
I leave to the learned; to make them 
better, is the ſole end ou this nn 
attempt. * . 
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O ſacred ſolitude! divine retreat ! | 

Choice of the prudent ! envy of the great! 

By the pure ſtream, or in thy waving ſhade, 

We court fair wiſdom, that celeſtial maid : 

The genuine offspring of her lov'd embrace, | 
Strangers on earth! are innocence and peace. 

There, from the ways. of men laid ſafe aſhore, 

We ſmule to hear the diſtant ſt roar. 

There, bleſs'd with wealth, with buſineſs unperplex'd, 
Vox e. 


Tur moſt ancient and eminent phi- 
loſophers of the heathen world recom- 
mended their diſciples to ſeek for wiſ- 


dom in the retreats of ſolitude. They 
knew that contemplation ill agreed with 
the tumults of promiſcuous aſſemblies, 
nor choſe to frequent the concourſe of 
cities. Some of them imagined that 
ſociety, even upon the ſmalleſt ſcale, 
was a dangerous interruption of their 
favourite 


— 
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favourite purſuits ; and Pythagoras en- 
joined his ſcholars, for the firſt five 
years, only to hear and be filent. The 
doctrines of the divine philoſopher, . of 


of whom Cicero ſays, © I had rather 


4 err with Plato, than with others find 
© the truth, were received with greater 
applauſe, becauſe they were inculcated 
amidſt the groves of Academus. A 

greater than Plato or Pythagoras, a 
- greater than Moſes or the prophets, 
led his diſciples into a mountain apart; 
ſometimes for the purpoſes of devotion, 
ſometimes for inſtruction, and once for 
the illuſtration of his glory. The con- 


duct of the divine perſonage, in this, 


as in all other parts of his behaviour 
capable of imitation, affords us an ex- 
ample which cannot be too minutely 
followed. The ſolitary hermit, or the 


ſorrowful anchorite, does not. appear 


before us; we are neither expected to 


lacerate our bodies, nor diſtreſs, by 


painful ſeyerities, the finer feelings of 


* i | our 
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our nature. On the contrary, the world 
is the Chriſtian's ſchool, and retirement 
the ſpot where he mult ruminate 708 
his leſſons. 

When the good man moves into this 
ſcene of contemplation, he muſt endea- 
your to draw ſuch a veil before his eyes, 

as to ſhut out every proſpect, but that 
which ought to be the object of a good 
man's ſearch. By a communication 
with the world, he has already found 
out what the world produces: and if 
his reflections on his ſituation be equal 
to the importance of the ſubject, he will 
_ diſcover that the value of life depends 
upon its uſe ; and that the exertion he 
ought to employ, ſhould be in propor- 
tion to the prize which he expects to 
gain. Precarious is that man's. plea- 
ſure, fallacious is that man's hope which 
fixes its foundation on worldly wiſdom. 
Even moral virtue, ſo eloquently de- 
ſeribed, and ſo imperfectly practiſed by 
' the heathen. at became a de- 
cCeitful 
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eeitful-direQor of their conduct. Vir- 
tue ſaid Brutus on the plain of Phar- 
falia, when he was about to revenge 
the death of Cæſar on himſelf, © Vir- 
tue! I thought thee a ſubſtance, but | 
* now I find thee an empty ſhadow !”. 1 
Can a more degrading ee ue. 5 
itſelf to the eye, can a more ſorrowful 
reflection impreſs itfelf on the heart, 
than that which ariſes from a peruſal of 
part of St. Paul's letter to the Roman 
chriſtians * The Romans, at that period, 
though ſomewhat fallen from the ori- 1 
ginal greatneſs of their character, were 1 
the moſt civilized nation on the globe. 
In what ſhape did virtue appear amongſt | 
them ? or rather did the appear at all? > 4 
and was the able, from her own in- . 
trinſic worth, to baniſh vice from the 
face of the earth? At no period, per- 
haps, can that wholly be expected. The 
imperious paſſions of human nature for- 
bid it. But ſurely little could be hoped 
. when thoſe © who profeſſed them- 
e 
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« ſelves wiſe became fools,” when they 
who knew God, refuſed him their obe- 
dience; when they not only partook 
freely of all the deteſtable vices of the 
vulgar, but had Py in thoſe that 


did them, 
Such philoſophers, whether in the 


5 world, or out of the world, will not 


meet. with the approbation of the good ; 
or even, (vain though they are), the 
applauſe of their own hearts: A ſoli- 
tary inſtance, perhaps, may ſometimes 
be found amongſt them which diſplays 
a more than ordinary combination of 
the moral virtues. But how often is 


ſuch a character debaſed by ſome ſecret 


alloy? We turn our eyes with pity from 
the poniard'of Brutus and the ſword of 
Cato. 

To a real defect in principle we may 
aſcribe this general failure in the con- 
duct of the wiſeſt heathens. The greateſt 
abilities were united with the ſevereſt 


| ſtudy ; ; but not Haying a light ſtrong 


enough 
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enough to direct them, they were loſt 
in the mazes of a wood. From reflec- 
tion, indeed, ſome of them diſcovered 
and acknowledged the exiſtence of a 
deity; but when they attempted to 
raiſe a ſtructure on this foundation, their 
opinions branched out into the moſt 
fanciful appearances. This important 
truth they ſometimes proclaimed, and 
| ſometimes buried in a myſterious cere- 
mony; whilſt the common people, 
unable to reaſon on the one ſide, and 
unwilling implicitly to obey on the 
other, were diſtracted by a multitude 
of contending thoughts, and led aſtray 
by a variety of ſeductions. 

The ſyſtem of nature, the ſyſtem of 
Rouſſeau and the philoſophers of the 
French ſchool, appears not with more 


engaging features than the picture 1 | 


have juſt delineated. It is no pleaſing 
employment to unveil the face of na- 
ture under this impreſſion ; but as truth 
is the object of our reſearch, I ſhall 


reply 


— 


reply only in the words of a countrymati 
of their own, the amiable but unfortu ; 
nate navigator Monſ. De la Perouſe, in 


the narrative of his laſt voyage, pubs 


liſhed in conſequence of a decree of s 
national convention. 
After deſcribing the miſerable ſitua- 


tion of the inhabitants of Port des Fran- 


cois, on the weſtern coaſt of North 


America, he adds, In vain may phi- K 


<« loſophers exclaim againſt this picture. 
„They write books in their cloſets, 
< whilſt I have been engaged in voy- 
ages during a courſe of thirty years. 


I have been a witneſs of the injuſtice 


and deceptions of theſe people whom 


they have deſcribed to us as ſo good, 
* becauſe they are very near to a ſtate 


« of nature; but this. ſame nature is 
only ſublime in her maſles, the is ne- 
e gligent of all details. It is not poſſi- 
ple to penetrate into woods, which 
© the hand of civilized man has not 
« made paſſable; to traverſe plains filled 

«© with 
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with ſtones and rocks, and inundated 


4 by impaſſable marſhes in a word, to 
* form ſociety with man in a ſtate of 
{© nature; becauſe he is barbarous, de- 


* ceitful, and wicked. In this opinion 


I have been confirmed by my own 
<4 melancholy experience. 
L My opinion,” ſays the ſame navi- 


| gator in another place, concerning 


„ barbarous nations, was long ' ſince 
« fixed; and my voyage has ay 
1 ſerved t to n it. 1's 


vas, 3 mes pls aps ler une. 


- 20 2 am a 2 thouſand times more angry 
„with the philoſophers who extol the 


© ſhvages than with the ſavages them- 


-- 


« ſelves. The unfortunate Lamagnon , 
© whom they maſſacred, told me, the 


: * vol. II. p. 132. 


F Lamagnon, De Langle, and ten others were maſſacred 


at Maouna, one of Navignor" 8 N during Monſ, de 


Perouſe's voyage. 
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*© yery evening before his death; that 
„ the Indians were a worthuer people 
than ourſelves*.” 

But as I write not to ale; as 
F write not to thoſe. Who are ignorant 
of a better principle than that which in- 
fluenced the heathen world, my pen na- 
turally directs itſelf to enforce, what all 
are particularly. intereſted in, the reve- 
lation of the goſpel of Chriſt, 

Do we wiſh to account for the irre- 
gularities which we have obſerved in 


human nature? we find them here. Do 


we look for the true motives on which 
all our actions ſhould be founded ? They 
appear before us. Every thing that can 
reconcile us to a variable world, every 
thing that can improve our condition, 
and comfort a deſponding heart, may 


be met with in the book of good tidings. 
If our faith in this revelation be as firm 


as it ought, (and firm it cannot but be 


* Vol. III. P · 412. a 


if 
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if we diſpaſſonately couſider it,) a proſ- 
pect will open to our view which will 
xyecompenle our ſevereſt ſufferings, and 
the genial dew of heayen will gently 
fall upon our grateful ere. 

Far he it from me to place virtue. in 7 
degrading light, or to rob her of thoſe 
natural graces which Providence has 
beſtowed, upon her. Far he it from me 
to vilify the original diſtinction of right 
and wrong, or to depreciate thoſe prin- 
ciples which have ſometimes formed the 
diſcriminating qualities gf yncultivated 
nations. My With 1 is to dray ; the dia- 
mond from the mine, and by the poliſh 
of 2 new power to render its utility as 
eminent as its beauty. This can only 
he effected by the pure doctrines of 

chriſtianity. To produce this benefi- 
cial effect, morality and religion muſt 
flow tagether i in the ſame channel. Re- 
ligion, unaccompanied by the moral 
virtues, is like the barren fig-tree of the 
n pel: morality without religion, is 
SEE We too 


20 MEDITATIONS or A RECLUSE- 
too ſlender to lupport hy” reaſonable 
hopes of man. 

Let us retire then to the retreats of 
folitude, and by the aid of contempla- 
tion endeavour to unite theſe amiable 
principles. Let us from thence look 
back upon a world agitated by contend- 
ing intereſts, and too frequently the 
ſcene of tumult and of forrow. Here 
let us repoſe without remorſe and with- 
out reſentment ; and let us look forward 
with complacency to an hour of tran- | 
quillity and comfort. The aſſurances | 
of the goſpel bring theſe viſions nearer 
to our view; we look upon them as a 
Wendy traveller on a deli ghtful proſpect; 

we conſider them as the laſt retreat of 
the afflifted, the abundant reward of 
virtuous and laborious exertion. Ad- 
mire that retreat, emulate that repoſe 
which enables you to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the deceitful colours of an affected 
philoſophy, and the honeſt glow of true 
A Innocence and peace are the 
- genuine 
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genuine offspring of ſo ſweet a ſolitude. 
Though we hear the roaring of the 
diſtant tempeſt, we ſinile with thankful 
hearts at our own ſecurity ; conſcious 
that our ſupport is not in this world, we 
reſt with confidence on a better; and 
while we endeavour to reliſh thoſe bleſſ- 
ings which a kind Providence has ſpread 
around us, we are not forgetful to pur- 
ſue thoſe paths which lead to an hap- 
pier and more permanent eſtabliſhment. 


* 8 e Vs &fidxs by a error 
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KReligion's Alldefeending from the fies 
wat E the goddeſs in her left tit 
| Holds ont this world, : and in n her right 1 the next. | 
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Nornrxe can be more deſirable than 

happineſs. —To accompliſh this ſtate of 

ideal perfection has been the attempt of 
men of all ages and of all conditions, 
the old and the young, the rich and 
the poor, the ſage and the peaſant. I 
mean not to point out in this place how 
many have ſucceeded in this purſuit, or 
how many have returned diſſatisfied 
from the fruitleſs ſearch. Diſcontent, 
however, is far from being my motive 
in making the obſervation. Though 
remote from the buſy haunts of men, 
my 
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my ſecluſion is yoluntary, and I know 
that, with ſome abatements, happineſs 
may be found under every colour of 
human life. If you add, that the ſame 
is true of miſery, you will not be far 
miſtaken. But in the- midſt of this 
chequered ſpene, Providence has kindly 
adminiſtered a cordial drop to invigo- 
rate our ſpirits and ſupport our hearts. 
That drop is religion. Oh! taſte - 
* and fee, how gracious the Lord is, 
and how bleſſed are all they that put 
their truſt in him !” 

Religion's all—and therefore cannot 
be that abſtract principle which em- 
ploys the reaſon of the philoſopher only, 
nor yet that ſpeculative doctrine which 
amuſes the mind and envelopes the 
underſtanding of the vifionary. Unleſs 
- it be the object of religion to influence 
the preftice of mankind by motives, 
which, without her krelp, they could 
not have dffcovered, or could not have 
applied to this uſeful purpoſe, religion 


CS. would | 
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would indeed have been nothing but à 
name. But when we find many ap- 
pearances in the natural world cleared 
up by the view which revelation offers; 
when we are taught how the degeneracy 
of human nature may be healed, and 
are preſented with the proſpe& of ano- 
ther world where every preſent ine- 
quality will be rectified, where virtue 
and goodneſs will be rewarded, and 
where yice will finally be puniſhed, we 
exclaim in the "orgs of the _— ou 


: Religion ! | Providence ! an after-ſtate!” 
« Here is firm footing ! here is ſolid Welt 
ec This can fupport us; all i is ſea * 


2 6 my ! 1 in 
the preceding meditation, to point out 
the inefficacy of moral virtue indepen- 
dent of religion; or rather to thew. how 
the principles of morality may be ex- 
alted, improved, and perfected, by the 
will of God revealed in the 2 of 
Chnſt. 4 b 

| - e 


* 
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If we-eonfider the motives on which 
moral. virtues may be, and often are, 
performed, we ſhall find that. they fre- 
quently differ eſſentially from that im- 
mutable love of goodneſs fo ſtrongly 
recommended in the writings, as well 
as conduct of the firſt followers of the 
goſpel. Theſe virtues, no doubt, are 
_ implanted in the heart of man by the 

finger of his Creator; but that corrup- 
tion, which we cannot but acknow- 


ledge, that fall from original righteouſ- 


neſs which is but too manifeſt in the 
habits of the world, ſo far deface their 


natural beauty as to render ſome other 


means neceſſary to eſtabliſh and reſtore 
them. Every virtue almoſt may be 


practiſed i in its turn, (there is no con- 


tradition in the aſli lertion) without 


making the perſon who performs it vir-⸗ 


tuous. Opportunity, conſtitution, and 
a variety of other circumſtances will 
conduce to promote or prevent the ex- 
ecution of m_y moral virtues, | 

A man 
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A man refrains from the indulgence 
of his appetites for the ſake of his health 
which he cenſiders as the firſt object 


dr his life. The end he looks for, he 


obtains. The ſtrength of his body is 
equal to his exertions. He undertakes 
and atcompliſhes laborious enterprizes3 
he acquires wealth and honour; and 


Hecomes the admiration of his neigh- 
hours. His nerves are well ſtrung; and 


from an aktive youth, ut te Pedes 8 On to 


an old age of vigour. If this life were 
the whole of this man's exiſtence he 
would deferve commendation.” - His 
motive is wordly, and fo is his reward. 
Ahe great object of another is con- 
venience and reputation. Virtues, and 
no common ones, appear here alſo to 
Fapport his plan. He is diligent in his 


calling, and juft in his dealings. Un- 


weaned attention marks all his ſteps. 
He riſes early and late takes reſt,” 
white any great defign to aggrandize 
his projects remains unaccompliſhed, 
1 | The 
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The World admire thoſe virtues in Aim 
which they beheld, and as they cannot 
penetrate beneath the ſürface of the 
Heart, they know not that his plank 
are like wiſe Wo NJ. And it is well 
they do Hot, for fuch inekaneffely dif- 


edveries afford t6o frequently the fiſt 
ractiments of à ſuſpicious character; a 


charter that neitlrer brängs happineſs 


to il, nor Uiſttibutes it among its 


| fehow creatures. 

Theſe obfervatiohs Silt be pulbel, 
PIER through all the catalogue of 
Human Virtus. It is the metive which 
enmobles the action. If that has no re- 


Het tothe recompenſe of remerd, to the 


animating pröfpect of a Titure life, we 
act upon no fixed principle, and are as 
liable to commit crmes of the blackeſt 
Me, where our Intereſt is concerned, as 
to promote thoſe mutual advithttiges 
among men, withoitt Which ſociety 
| you totter upon A loft foundation. 
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But when we add religion to our 
morality, then our ſecurity -becomes 
' ſtrong indeed. We are not left to um- 
ble upon thie dark mountains in ſearch 
of a guide; nor to retire to ſome ſoli- 
tary cave and. wait for the inſpiration 
of an ideal goddeſs ; but we haye a rule 
brought home to our boſoms, and cal- 
culated to direct us in the moſt active 
ſituations of life. We have a Saviour, 
mild and benevolent, offered to our 
view, whoſe coming has eſtabliſhed all 
the revelations which preceded him, 
and authenticated every prophecy con- 
cerning himſelf; and whoſe. precepts 
and example have given us an pnerring 
direction how to conduct ourſelves in 
this world, that we m not cut of | 


Even in this illuſtrious example w we 
find the motive of obedience eminently 
diſplayed. Though diſtinguiſhed in the 
higheſt degree in all that he did or ſuffered 
N for 
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for mankind, yet as Jeſus condeſcended 
to take our nature and propitiate our 
offences in the form of man, the mo- 


tives, as well as the feelings of man, 


are attributed to him: For the Jo that 
was ſet before him, for the ſake of that 
reward which was promiſed to ſo tranſ- 
cendant an inſtance of condefcenſion 
and ſuffering, he endured the croſs, de- 
ſhiſing the ſhame. 

When theſe conſiderations are pinned 
before us, it will be evident that our 
motives are defective, if we efteem vir- 
tue as its own reward. To give it the 
true taſte of goodneſs, we muſt join it 
with religion, who ** in her left hand 
holds out this world, and in her right 
* the next.” To practiſe virtue under 


this defcription, is to unite the advan- 


tages which this world affords, with 
thoſe ſupreme delights which the next 
alone can offer. This is indeed ſelf- in- 
tereſt in her faireſt garb ; and the hap- 


pineſs which. we experience from the 
ks exereiſe 
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exerciſe of religious virtue, will only be 
exceeded by thoſe celeſtial enjayments 
which are adapted by a kind Creator to 
the ſituation of man, improved by his 
admiſſion into the company of angels. 


ſ 
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' This facred ſhade and ſolitude, what is it? 
"Tis the felt preſence of the Deity. _ . 
Few are the faults we flatter when alone, 
vice finks in her allurements, is ungilt, 
And looks like other objects, black by night. 
By night, an atheiſt half believes a God, 


Ao xo the ſeveral advantages to be 
obtained by ſolitude and ſhade, not the 
leaſt is, that the mind is obliged to re- 
cur to its own exertions and ſearch out 
its way to the original fountains of na- 
ture, the ſources of eternal truth. Daz- 
zled by the falſe lights of an intereſted 
philoſophy, miſled by the ſeductions of 
vice, we have ſometimes ſeen: the in- 
genuous man- bewildered and unhappy. 
Unable to diſentangle himſelf from this 

per- 
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perplexity, unwilling perhaps to do ſo 


leſt his deeds ſhould not bear the ſcru- 
tiny of unprejudiced reaſon, the doubter 
proceeds one ſtep further, and takes re- 


fuge in-a bold and-unqualified atheiſm. 


There was a time, at no very remote 
period, when I imagined that no ſuch 


character exiſted in nature as an atheiſt. 


Being old faſhioned, and in a great 


meaſure ſecluded from the world, muſt 
be my apology if I am rather of that 
opinion ſtill, But as the preſent age 
has beheld this character publickly 
aſſerted in a national aſſembly, \ I may 
be allowed to take for granted that 
they intended what they faid. - And 
though a ſucceeding legiflature decreed 
that there was a ſupreme Being, 1t bore 
the appearance of preſumption, perhaps 
of policy and doubt, to affirm that 
which ought never to have been denied. 

A poor Arabian of the deſart, igno- 
rant as moſt Arabians are, was one day 
aſked, How he came to be aſſured that 
* there 
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there was a God? In the ſame way,“ 
replied he, that I am able to tell by the 
print impreſſed on the ſand, whether 
e it was a man or a beaſt that paſſed 
that way*.” This ſimple. argument 
may ſerve inſtead of a volume upon the 
ſubject. The uſe of reaſon; will inſtruct 
us in this truth; and in this manner 
many unenlightened nations have been 


1 inſtructed. I dare not arffim that the 


human race in every country has ac- 
knowledged the exiſtence of a ſupreme 
inviſible power. Some travellers have 
affured us that they have met with 
people without any traces of this im- 
portant truth. Perhaps they have not 
themſelves been ſufficiently acquainted 
with their language or manners, tho- 
roughly to aſcertain the aſſertion. It 
is certain that in all our late voyages 
of diſcovery, religious ceremonies have 


® St. Pierre's Studies of Nature, Vol. II. p. 173. Eng. 
Tranſ. from Monſ. d' Arvieux's Tray. through Arabia. 
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been found, and amongſt the wildeſt 
natives of the ſouthern ocean, fymptoms 
of reverence for ſome unknown being 
continually prevail. And can it be 
otherwiſe where the God of nature has 
diſtributed "the bleffing of reaſon and 
reflection? Can it be otherwiſe where 
the eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing 
* nor the hear with hearing?“ The 
moſt untrained ſavage muſt make the 
obſervation of the Arab, when his mind 
informs him that, there can be no effect 
without a correſpondent cauſe. | 
<« Suppoſe a chain,” fays a philoſo- 
pher*, © hung down out of the hea- 
vens from an unknown height, and 
* though every link of it gravitated 
< towards the earth, and what it hung 
upon was not viſible, yet it did not 
* deſcend, but kept its ſituation ; and 
upon this a queſtion ſhould ariſe, 
** what ſupported or kept up this chain; 


„ Wollaſton's Religion of Nature, p. 67. 
2 „„ N uld 
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„ ould it be a ſufficient anſwer to ſay, 
„that the firſt or loweſt link hung 
t upon the ſecond (or that next above 
it) the ſeeond, or rather the- firſt and 
*© ſecond tugerher upon the third, and 
ſo on ad infſinitum? For what holds 
up tlie whole? A chain of en links 
© would fall down unlefs ſomething able 
* to bear it up hindered; one of ext 
if not ſtaid by ſomething of a yet 
greater ſtrength in proportion to the 
c increafe of weight; and therefore one 
* of infinite links certainly, if not fuſ- 
e tained by fomething inſinitel ſtrong, 
* and capable to bear up an infinite 
*« weight. And thus it is in a chain of 
* cauſes and effects, tending, or as it 
ere gruvitating towards ſome end.” 
Every viſible part of nature, animate 
or inanimate, is a link in this chain 
which aſcends by regular gradation to 
the firſt and infinite mover of this vaſt 
machine. In the ſeale of beings there 
s a cloſe and intimate connection from 
| D 2 the 
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the ſluggiſh life of an oyſter, through 


the different improvements of the rati- 
onal faculties of man, to the intelli- 


gence of an angel. But no part of this 
ſeries, however cloſely united, is the 
efficient cauſe of any other. For that 
we muſt look upward ; and unable to 


comprehend the mode of exiſtence of 


the Supreme Being, muſt acknowledge 
who it is that has meaſured the 
ve waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out heaven with a ſpan ; 
and comprehended the duſt of the 
earth in a meaſure; and weighed the 
mountains in a ſcale, and the hills in 
% balance. Behold the nations,” 
proceeds the ſablime Ifaiah, are as a 
** drop of the bucket, and are counted 
*© as the ſmall duſt of the balance; be- 
hold he taketh up the iſles as a very 


8 little thing. All nations before him 
Lare as nothing, and they are counted 


„ to him as leſs than nothing, and 
«« yanity. To whom then will ye liken 
| © God? 
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« God? or what likeneſs will Ve cum 
„ pare unto him ?” 0 

The arguments of ſcripture, however 
forcible, make no impreſſion upon the 
atheiſt. The deductions of reaſon are 
his weapons ; and miſerably does he uſe 
them when he thus fights againſt hea- 
ven. But ſcripture itſelf refers to rea- 
ſon for the acknowledgment of this 
great truth. The legiſlator of the Jews 
opens his important hiſtory with great 
ſublimity of language. He does not 
languidly commence his narrative with 
a laboured proof of what no man ought 
to diſpute; but at once boldly aſſerts 
the creation of a magnificent world, 
proceeding from an acknowledged and 
infinite Creator—* In the beginning 
* God created the heavens and the 
earth.“ | 

As it is the intereſt at a good man 
that there ſhould be a ſupreme Ruler of 
the univerſe, for a ſupreme Being can- 
not but be infinitely good, and a re- 

D 3 warder 
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warder of virtuous actions; fo it is the 


interęſt of the wicked, arguing upon 


their own principles, that there ſhould 
be no ſuperintending power over the 
conduct of mankind. Can we be ſur- 
prized then that perverted reaſon, ope- 
rating upon habitual wickedneſs, ſhould 
blind the eye of the underſtanding, and 
aſcribe to chance, to any thing, the 
conſtruction of a workd which nothing 


but the higheſt wiſdom could produce, 


nothing but the moſt conſummate 

power could perpetuate? The atheiſt 
is afraid to truſt himſelf with a chain 
of reaſoning which would overturn his 
falſe principles and deceitful pleafures ; 
and therefore buries himſelf in tenfold 
darkneſs, in the miſerable and melan- 
choly ſhades of unbelief. But reflec- 
tion will ariſe in the moſt impenetrable 
breaſt. By night an atheiſt half believes 


2 God. The ſilence and ſolitude of the 


night, which exclude the external ſoli- 


to 
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to a greater degree of recollection, a 
greater intenſeneſs of thought. There 


is ſomething awful in the ſurrounding 
darkneſs, ſomething more than human 
in the proſpect of the luminaries of the 
night. The ſplendid orbs in the firma- 
nent of heaven appear ſparks of divi- 
nity ; we imagine them connected with 


ſome unknown order of : beings. In 


ſuch a moment the deity himſelf ſeems 


preſent. In ſuch a moment, conſcience 
which no reaſoning can totally ſubdue, 
will produce ſome glimmerings of in- 
tellectual light, which, by the bleſſing 
of that God whom the atheiſt denies, 


will ſhine ſtill brighter and n m_ | 
a perfect day. 


That day is more lon revealed to 


thoſe who believe the goſpel of Chriſt. 


To thoſe, further evidences are given of 


the Being and attributes of God ; evi- 


dences level to every underſtanding, 


and well calculated to put to ſilence the 
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ignorance of fooliſh men. But the 
ſceptic, in the firſt inſtance, looks to 
other arguments. Let him examine 
thoſe arguments with the moſt micro- 
ſcopic eye, and the cloſer he obſerves, 
the more they will bear his inſpection. 


| 1 g | For, as Dr. Clarke concludes his ad- 
C | mirable demonſtration of this ſubject, 


* the notices which God has been 
| << pleaſed to give us of himſelf are fo 
= many and fo obvious; in the conſti- 
| f | | „ tution, order, beauty, and harmon y 
1 Jof the ſeveral parts of the world; in 
the frame and ſtructure of our own 
„bodies; and the wonderful powers 
al and faculties of our ſouls ; in the un- 
I 1 « avoidable apprehenſions of our own 
4 * minds, and the common conſent of 
« all other men; in every thing within 

20 | us and every thing without us; that 
1 , * no man of the meaneſt capacity and 
iS « greateſt diſadvantages whatſoever, 
;ZF | __ * with the ſlighteſt and moſt ſuperficial 
1! cf x ok „ obſer- 
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„ obſervation of the works of God; 


and the loweſt and moſt obvious at- 


„ tendance to the reaſon of things, 


can be ignorant of Him; but he muſt 


* be utterly without excuſe.” 
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N V. 


. 


Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die. 
2 YouNG., 


— 2 


IN reflecting upon the cauſes of infi- 
delity, it has often appeared to me more 
conſiſtent with reaſon as well as experi- 


ence to deduce atheiſm from immoral 
conduct, than to aſcribe immoral con- 
duct to a confirmed and deliberate athe- 
iſm; though, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
they are frequently the reciprocal cauſes 
and effects of each other. Let us ſup- 
poſe a man to have diſentangled his 
mind, as he would call it, from every 
belief of a ſupreme Being, from every 
expectation of a future ſtate, and of 
courle from every apprehenſion of fu- 
ture puniſhment ; would he ruſh im- 

petuouſly 
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petuouſly into every enormity of beha- 
viour? No. Human laws would check 
his courſe. And as he reflects, that 
if he loſes his life, he loſes every thing, 
he endeavours to poſtpone annihilation 
to as great a diſtance as poſſible. But 
even this conſideration will not render 
him a good neighbour ; for if his prot 
pect of advantage be greater than his 
riſque of lite, there is nothing that he 
will not hazard to attain it. 

In the other inſtance, atheiſm makes 
gradual advances. The mind becomes 
diftracted with doubts in the ſame pro- 


portion as the conduct recedes from 


virtue. Having once been in the habit 
of computing the value of moral actions, 
he dares not commit himſelf to the un- 
reſtrained purſuit of vice, till he has ſa- 
tisfied, or attempted to ſatisfy his mind, 
that he may ſafely do ſo. Thus he 


commences an apology for fin, If there 


be a God, he knows that he muſt be 
the avenger of wickedneſs. But as 
ſuch 


_ 
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ſuch an acknowledgment would be 
miſery for him, he cheriſhes the dread- 
ful thought, that the world is left with- 
out a ruler, without a providence to 
direct it. Can we wonder, that a man 
under - theſe circumſtances ſhould en- 


deavour to take refuge in atheiſm ? Can 
we be ſurprized that he who deliberately 


tramples upon divine and human laws, 
ſhould deny the power, nay the exiſt- 


ence of the framer of them both? The 


comforts of hope he can never poſſeſs 


vith ſuch an horrible diſpoſition of his 


mind ; as he lives under an inconceiv- 
able diſtraction of imagination, he dies 
the martyr of deſpair. 


« Lord Cardinal ! if thou think'ſt on heav'n's bliſs, 
Hold up thy hand make ſignal of thy bope— 
«& — He dies! and makes no fig /——"" ; 


But though the atheiſt may have no 
hope, it 1s certain notwithſtanding all his 
endeavours, that he will often experi- 


ence many fears. The remonſtrances 
| of 


= ben Len EIS 
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of conſcience will ſometimes ariſe; and 
with greater violence as the hour of 


death approaches. Men may lire 


fools — fools, in the pſalmiſt's ſenſe, 
who ſay that there is no God“ but 
„ fools they cannot die. When the 
moment of departure arrives, they ſhrink 
back from the apprehehſion of falling 


into nothing. And if at that important 


criſis, their imagination repreſents to 


them that they have been, through a 


long life perhaps, deluding their own 


hearts, that their unbelief was not the 


conſequence of unprejudiced argument, 
but of premeditated crimes, who can 


conceive the horrors of their ſituation? 


They wildly look around for help, but 
no man can help them. They turn 
their eyes on heaven in hope of mercy. 
To God's mercy indeed we muſt leave 
them, for there is no record of ſalvation 
that mitigates their caſe. 

The deaths of Voltaire, and ſome of 


His unbelieving aſſociates, are too recent 
and 
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and important events to be paſſed over 
in filence. The facts are too plain to 
be contradicted, and the leſſon too 
ſtriking to be withheld. In the midſt 


of Voltaire's triumphs at Paris, he was 


arreſted by the hand of death. Here,” 
fays the Abbe Baruel, let not the 


© hiſtorian fear exaggeration : rage, re- 
* morſe, reproach and blaſphemy, all 


c accompany and characterize the long 
* agony of the dying atheiſt *.” I ſhall 
not. recite the minute horrors of this 
dreadful picture; but remark how ear- 
neftly he called upon that Saviour, 
whom he had ſtigmatized during a long 
life with the ok dreadful appellation. 
« Oh! Chriſt! Oh! Jeſus Chriſt !” he 
would cry out, and th&n complain that 
he was abandoned by God and man. 
« His phyſicians thunderſtruck retired, 
* declaring the death of the impious 


man to be terrible indeed. His friends 


* Hiſtory of Jacobiniſm, _ 
: cc fly 
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« fly from the bed - ſide, declaring it to 
be a ſight too terrible to be ſaſtained ; 
and one of them ſaid that the furies 
4 of Oreſtes could give but a N bes 
* of thoſe of Voltaire.” 0 
D' Alembert on his death bed be- 
trayed the ſame ſymptoms of remorſe, 


and would have exhibited the ſame 


fcene but for the vigilance of à friend. 


„He was on the eve,” ſays the fame 


author, of ſending, as the only method 
* of reconciliation, for a miniſter of 
that fame Chriſt, againſt whom he 
* had alſo conſpired; but Condorcet 
*« ferociouſly combated theſe laſt ſigns 
of repentance in the dying ſophiſter, 
* and he gloried 1 in having forced him 
< to expire in final impenitence.” 
When Diderot was ill, who had alſo 
manifeſted ſome appearance of contri- 
tion, his philoſophic friends removed 
him ſuddenly into the country, that 
there might be no witneſſes of . 
mournful end. 

| Thus 
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Thus died the men who for many 
years had waged ſecret and open war 
againſt the meek and benevolent 
Founder of Chriſtianity; and yet 
whoſe opinions could not ſuſtain them 
through the laſt and moſt eventful 
moment of their lives. Whilſt we be- 
hold the ſcenes of devaſtation which 
have followed the propagation of their 
pernicious: principles, let us with ten- 
fold ſtrength *©* hold faſt the profeifion 
* of our faith without wavering ; and 
* let us come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
**and find grace to help in time of 
cc need. 77 

As there is every md to believe 
that atheiſm for the moſt part origi- 
nates in yicious purſuits, it becomes 
neceſlary to apply the remedy to the 
foundation of the evil. Let it be re- 
preſented that pure and undefiled re- 
ligion is the parent of ſound morals 
and yirtuous conduct; let it be de- 

| monſtrated 
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monſtrated that revelation promiſes and 
aſſures to us a future ſtate, a truth 
which unbiaſſed reaſon cannot but ac- 
knowledge; let it alſo be fully under- 
ſtood, that reward or puniſhment is 
annexed to obedience or diſobedience 
to thoſe laws, whether written or un- 
written, which relate to man as an ac- 
countable creature; and then preju- 
diced indeed muſt that mind be which 
refuſes its aſſent that there is a God 
which ruleth in the earth. 

I remember it is the ſaying of one, 
ſays Tillotſon“, „who hath done more 
„by his writings to debauch the age 
with atheiſtical principles than any 
“man in it, That when reaſon is 
* againſt a man, then a man will be 
* againſt reaſon.” I am ſure,” he adds, 
this is the true account of ſuch men's 
_ © enmity to religion. Religion is againſt 
them, and therefore they ſet them- 


* Sermon II, 


E —*« ſelves 
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{f felyes againſt religion. It is found 
by experience that none are more 
« apprehenſive of danger, or more fear- 
ful of death, than this ſort of men; 
© even when they are in proſperity, 
© they ever and anon feel many inward 


„ ſtings and laſhes; but when any great 


*afth&ion or calamity overtakes them, 


they are the moſt poor ſpirited erea- 


{© tures in the world.” Indeed, a bold 


| profeſſor of atheiſm there cannot be. 


The compunctions of conſcience, which 
he cannot by any ſophiſtry remove, pre- 
vent it. The reputed atheiſt, therefore, 


if you ever. meet him in your paſſage 


through the world, ſuſpect him as a 


deceiver. The maſk which he now holds 


before his face, will drop as he ap- 
proaches the grave, and he will wiſ 
how vamly then that he had not en- 


deavoured to palliate. his vices wp" in- 


fidelity. - 
In every age there has been too nick 


reaſon to 333 that the heart 1s 
% deceitful 


9 
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** decertful above all things, and deſpe- 
ve rately wicked; yet as few inſtances, 
if any, have occurred, where wicked- 
neſs took its riſe from deliberate atheiſm, 
we may reaſonably conclude that no 
fuch principle exifts : but that where- 
ever it appears to influence the conduct 
of mankind, it is raifed up, as an hide- 
ous phantom, to vindicate the dreadful 
[exceſſes of immorality. How far felt- 
deception may be carrted upon this 
Head, is evident from a ſtriking anec- 
dote related by Sir Thomas Browne in 
his Religio Medici“. It is diſputed,” 
he ſays, ©* whether there have been 
« atherfts or not; but what will you 
„ fay of Vaninus, who was burnt alive 
© for atheiſm at Thoulouſe in France, 
anno 1620, who as he was going from 
the priſon to the ſtake, ſaid to thoſe 
who led him, among other things, 
Pray feel my pulfe and fee if you can 


* Page 26, 
E 8 per- 
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** perceive the leaſt emotion or altera- 
* tion in it; you ſhall not find me 
© utter the leaſt word of deſpair as your 
„ Chriſt did when he was upon the 
** crols. And when he was brought to 
** the ſtake, and felt the heat of the 
* fire, he cried out, my God | my God! 
* A certain monk, who ftood by, hear- 
ing this, aſked him, how he came to 
** call upon God now, ſince he had de- 
„ nied- him all his life before? Upon 
„which he anſwered him, from the 
«« midſt of the flames, Sir, it is only 


* the manner of ſpeaking.” 
The author of the book of Wikdous 


in a beautiful ſtrain of eloquence, im- 


putes infidelity to a previous depravity 
of heart. He introduces the ungodly 
reaſoning on the ſhortneſs. of life, and 
on the final extinction of being by 
death; and from theſe arguments en- 
couraging themſelves in ſenſuality, in- 


Juſtice, and oppreſſion. | 
“The 
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The ungodly ſaid, reaſoning with 
* themſelves, but not aright, our life is 
ſhort and tedious, and in the death 
© of a man there is no remedy : neither 
* was there any man known to have 
* returned from the grave. For we 
* are born at all adventure: and we 
„ ſhall be hereafter as though we had 
„never been: for the breath in our 
„ noſtrils is as ſmoke, and a little ſpark 
in the moving of our heart: which 
c being extinguiſhed, our body ſhall 
be turned into aſhes, and our ſpirit 
„ ſhall vaniſh as the ſoft air, and our 
* name ſhall be forgotten in time, and 
* no man ſhall have our works in re- 
© membrance, and our life ſhall paſs 
away as the trace of a cloud, and 
„ ſhall be diſperſed as a miſt that is 
* driven away with the beams of the 
© ſun, and overcome with the heat 
thereof. For our time is a very 
ſhadow that paſſeth away; and after 
our end there is no returning: for it 
E 3 : 5518 
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<< js faſt ſealed, ſo that no man cometh 
* again. Come on, therefore, let us 
* enjoy the good things that are pre- 
« ſent: and let us. ſpeedily uſe the 
_ © creatures like as in youth. Let us 
fill ourſelves with coftly wine and 
d ointments, and let no flower of the 
_ © fpring pats by us: let us crown our- 
„ ſelves with roſe-buds before they be 
* withered: let none of us go without 
„his part of our voluptuouſneſs : let 
< us leave tokens of our joyfulneſs in 
% every place: for this is our portion 
« and our lot is this. Let us opprefs 
e the poor righteous man, let us not 
„ ſpare the widow, nor reverence the 
<* ancient gray hairs of the aged. Let 
% our ſtrength be the law of juſtice: 
* for that which is feeble is found to 
% be nothing worth. Therefore let us 
% lie in wait for the righteous; becaufe 
e he is not for our turn, and he's clean 
© contrary to our doings, c. 
% | «© Such 
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Such things they did imagine, and 
* were deceived: for their own wicked- 
* neſs hath blinded them. As for the 
*© myſteries of God, they knew them 
** not: neither hoped they for the wages 
of righteouſneſs, not diſcerned a re- 
« ward for blameleſs fouls. For God 
created man to be immortal, and made 
im to be an image of his own eternity. 
<< Nevertheleſs, through envy of the 
* Devil caine death into the workd, and 


<* they that do hold of lis fide do find it. 


Wiſdom, Ch. II. v. 1, & 
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| ef N* VI. L472 
Andi is there who the blefſed croſs wipes off, 
As a foul blot, from his diſhonoured brow ? 

If angels tremble, tis at ſuch a ſight. YouNs. . 


* 
5 4 
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T var a ſolitary Iſlander of the Pacific 
Ocean, ſurrounded by ſtorms and tem- 

_ peſts, and deprived, by his ſituation, 
of all intercourſe with civilized ſociety, 
ſhould believe in the exiſtence of ſome 
ſupreme-inviſible power, and yet ſhould 
find himſelf unable to purſue his 
thoughts through a long deduction of 
arguments; that he ſhould /ee God in 
the wind, and yet not be able to account 
for many appearances in the moral 

' world, is no wonder: but that any one 
ſhould be found in theſe regions where 
the light of the goſpel has ſhone with 

7 | the 
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the brighteſt beams, where the good 


and the learned have united their abili- 


ties to inſtruct him, is truly a matter of 


ſurpriſe. The reaſoning which has been 


applied to the atheiſt, will, in many 
inſtances, attach itſelf ſtrongly to the 
deiſt. However men of this deſeription 
may differ in name, in principle they 
are frequently the ſame. The deiſt pro- 
feſſes to be a believer in God, but he is 
an unbeliever in revelation; and there- 
fore his belief is unproductive of thoſe 
qualities which are derived from reli- 
gion. | 

I object to the name which the deiſt 
has aſſumed. A true believer in God, 
as the name implies, cannot, conſiſtent 
with his belief, reject all communication 
of the deity with mankind. Every ſyſ- 
tem of religion yet known, Chriſtian, 
Jewiſh, Mahometan, and even Pagan, 
allows a divine intercourſe. And in- 
deed if there be a God, he muſt be en- 
dowed with the moſt perfect attributes: 
. = he 
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| he muſt be all-powerful, all-wiſe, and 


every where preſent. Where then 1s 


the abſurdity in ſuppoſing that ſuch a 


Being ſhould reveal himfelf to the 
world? The abſurdity is on the other 
fide of the argument ; for fuch a reve- 
lation is altogether probable, if we ac- 


knowledge his exiſtence. 


But allowing the propriety of. the 
name, how ſhall we define the belief, 
or rather the unbelief of the deiſt? Dr. 
Clarke, in his celebrated work on the 
evidences of natural and revealed reli- 
gion, ſays, that there are ſeveral forts 
of deifts, and particularly enumerates 


four. The opinions of the three formet 
which he defcribes, if argued upon con- 
fiſtently, he fays, muſt finally recur to 


abſolute atheiſm. 'Fhe opinions of the 
fourth ſort, he ranks in a different 
claſs, for, he adds, © if they did in- 
* deed believe what they pretend, 
they could not fail of being quickly 
6 — to embrace chriſtianity ; 


© for 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE 39 


for being fully convinced of the obli- 
* gations natural religion, and the 
*© certainty of a future ſtate of rewards 


„nd puniſhments; and yet obſerving. 


' at the ſame time, how little uſe men 
are generally able to make of the light 


« of reaſon, to diſcover the one, or to 


*© convince themſelves effectually of the 
*© certainty and importance of the other, 
it is impoſſible but they mult be ſen- 
fible of the want of a revelation.” _ 
| To afcribe to natural religion all the 
virtues and good qualities which the 
world is fometimes fo happy as to ex- 
perience, is to adopt an effect without 
2 correſpondent cauſe. An amiable 
diſpoſition of mind, united with a good 
underſtanding and an unremitting thirſt 
after knowledge, may, perhaps, attain 
a degree of excellence which demands 
our admiration. But can we be affured 
that all thefe deſirable qualities have 
been derived from nature, and none of 
them inſenſibly incorporated from an 


inter- 
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intercourſe with civilized ſociety? Can 


weaſcertain the point where the acquire- 
ments of nature ceaſe, and thoſe of 
cultivation begin ? Or can we tell which 
are abſtrattedly the gifts of nature, and 
which the communications of men? 
But go to nature in her moſt retired 
haunts. Seek her in the foreſt and in 
the cave. Examine her propenſities 
and her conduct. How does ſhe ap- 
pear ? Alas! ſmall are the advances ſhe 
has made; few are her attainments in 
morals, as few as her acquiſitions in 
arts and ſciences. Tell us not then 
that nature is the only ſchool for in- 
ſtruction. It is impoſſible to live as a 
member of public ſociety, without being 
thoroughly convinced that this could 
never be the caſe. 

But let us proceed further. What 


ſay the paſſions in a ſtate of nature? 


St. Paul himſelf ſhall reply. —© I know 

that in me (that is, in my fleſh) 

„ dwelleth no good thing; for to will 
oa „ 


G 
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js preſent with me, but how to per- 
„form that which is good, I find not. 
For the good that I would I do not, 
© but the evil which I would not, that 


d. ee another law in my mem- 


*© bers warring againſt the law of my 


mind, and bringing me into captivity 


„to the law of ſin, which is in my 
% members. — This, I fear, is nature 
in her moſt common appearance. Is 
this then the ſtate to which the wiſe and 


the good would with to be reduced? Is 
this the object of the philoſopher's de- 


ſire? Let the Voltaires and Rouſſeaus of 
the age anſwer the queſtion. It muſt 
be evident to any one who conſiders 
this picture of nature (for if he dreſſes 
up a divinity of his own he cannot ex- 
pe& any but, himſelf to fall proſtrate 
before her) that ſome great change 


_ muſt have taken place in the moral 
world, ſince a great and good Creator 


ſpake all things into Being. The pro- 


foundeſt meditations of the wiſeſt men 


could 


n 
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could not explain this myſtery. The Ro- 
man and Grecian ſages were puzzled at 
the appearance of evil, and deſpaired of 
reforming the world. * All hopes of 
„ mending men's manners for the fu- 
* ture, (I uſe the often quoted words 
of Socrates) muſt be given up unleſs 
«© God is pleaſed to ſend ome other per- 
© fon to inſtruct them.” 

At the time of the reformation the 
dleiſts began to arrange themſelves into 
a party. Peter Viret*, an eminent re- 
former of Berne, in Switzerland, is ſaid 
to have been the firſt who mentioned 
the name, and deſcribed the tenets of 
the fect. In the epiſtle dedicatory to 
the ſecond volume of his Chriſtian In- 
ſtruction, he ſays, There are ſeveral 
indeed who profeſs to believe that 
there is fame deity or God, as the 
Jews and Turks do: but as for Jeſus 

*- Chriſt, and all thofe things which 


* Bayle's Dict: Atticis Viret, Val. V. p. 482. 
* the 
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e the doctrine of the apoſtles and evan- . 


geliſts teſtifies concerning him, they 
«take them for fables and dreams. — 
hear that ſome of this band call them- 
* ſelves deiſts, a new word in oppoſi- 
tion to that of atheiſts. For the 
« word atheiſt ſignifies one that is with- 


„out God, ſo they would hereby ſig- 


< nify, that they are not without God, 
_ © becauſe that they believe that there 
is one, whom they even acknowledge 
„for Creator of heaven and earth, as 
well as the Turks: but as for Jeſus 
« Chriſt they do not know who he is, 
«© nor do they believe in him or his 
*© doctrine. Theſe deiſts of whom we 
<« ſpeak, he adds, ridicule all religion, 


« though they accommodate themſelves 


* to the religion of thoſe with whom 
* they are obliged to live, out of com- 
< plaijſance or fear.” | 

This paſſage brings under our obſer- 


vation another deſcription of deiſts, who- 


through worldly motives mix with dif-- 
ferent. 
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ferent ſocieties of Chriſtians, though it 
muſt be evident that they are totally 
deſtitute of all religion, whether it be 
denominated natural or revaled. At 
leaſt every ſyſtem of religion is equal 
to them. They neither conſult reaſon 
nor revelation in their practice. They 
live as without a God, and die without 
reflection. They neither poſſeſs the 
powers, nor cultivation of mind neceſ- 
ſary to place them upon a level with 
thoſe celebrated characters who have 
diſgraced reaſon by the uſe of it, nor 
are they able to defend the doctrines 
which they eſpouſe. Yet how large a 
part of mankind is here deſcribed? How 
many are there who abuſe the liberty 
of opinion which is given them; and 
ſeize upon novelties which are void of 
any ſolid foundation, if they flatter 
thoſe vices which they neither have 
power nor inclination to ſubdue, 

It is with horror that the pious Chriſ- 
tian looks around him in the world; 
| EE when 
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when he beholds ſo large a multitude 
wipe off the ſymbol of religion from 
their diſhonoured brow. He weeps, he 


ſupplicates the infidel only to open his 
eyes and look upon the beautiful proſ- 
pe& which he rejects. If fair propor- 
tion and unſpotted features: be his de- 
light, religion preſents them before him. 
If inward complacency and unalloyed 
benevolence can pleaſe him, he may 
behold it here. If an aſſurance that 
theſe ſenſations of pleaſure ſhall be per- 
petual, that they ſhall all be reſtored in 
a future world to the happy poſſeſſor of 
them in this; if ſuch an aſſurance can 
allure him to add himſelf to the number 


of the bleſſed, let him ſeek it in;thoſe 


rich and precious promiſes which are 
made by Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
Mere natural religion has nothing 
like this to offer. On the abſtract prin- 
ciples of reaſon if an offence is com- 
mitted, the offence muſt be puniſhed. 
But what ſays the religion of Chriſt ? It 
. F 19 
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is equally with nature herſelf an enemy 
to the breach of the moral law; but it 
finds out a method, at the ſame time, 
to ſhew its abhorrence of the offence, 
and yet, on certain -conditions, to par- 
don the offender. When St. Paul re- 
preſented himſelf as in a ſtate of nature, 
and reflected on the turbulence of his 
| paſſions and evil preperrſities, he ſhrank 
from the thought in the greateſt agony 


of mind, and exclaimed, O! wretched | 


<< man that I am, who fhall deliver me 
„from the body of this death!“ that 
is, from this body of death, from this 
load of miquity, which cannot but ſub- 
ect me to'the ſevereſt inflictions. Ina 
moment his ſpirit revives within him at 
the proſpect of his deliverance through. 
the goſpel: I thank God, he adds, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” Or 
perhaps it ſhould be read, as it is dn 


anſwer to a queſtion, The grace of 


God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


That Saviour who had aſſured him that 
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his grace was ſufficient for him, became 


his comforter, and will become the 


comforter of the moſt indignant infidel, 
if he will ſoften his heart with an incli- 
nation to believe. 
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Ne VII. 


Yet know, vain ſeepticks! know th' almighty mind, 
Who breath'd on man a portion of his fire, 
. Bad his free ſoul, by earth nor time confin'd, 
To heav'n, to immortality aſpire. 


Nor ſhall the pile ef hope his mercy rear'd, 
By vain philoſophy be e'er deftroy'd : 
Eternity, by all or wiſh'd or fear'd, 
Shall be by all, or ſuffer'd or enjoy'd ! 
MAsox. 


—— — 


N OTWITHSTANDING all the arguments 
of the atheiſt and the opinions of ſome 


deiſts, I ſhall aſſume it as an acknow- 


ledged truth, that there is a future ſtate. 
In doing fo, independent of the chriſ- 


tian revelation, I meet the unbiaſſed 


withes, the earneſt expectations of far 
the largeſt portion of mankind. In 
fixing our minds upon this point, how 
glorious is the proſpect preſented to our 
- view ! 


— En Eo ds 
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view! How does the preſent ſpan of 
our exiſtence ſhrink into nothing! As 
from the ſummit: of a high mountain, 
we look down upon the world, and ſee 
its towns and cities, its oceans and its 
promontories dwindle from our ſight. 
The intricacies of worldly policy are 
abſolutely inviſible - the murm'ring 
* ſurge cannot be heard ſo high.” Thus 
far nature may be ſuppoſed to have at- 
tended our ſteps, and aſſiſted us in our 
reſearch. But limited are the powers 
which ſhe has given to man. See re- 
ligion advance, and refnove the film 
which obſtructs our viſion. What do 
we now behold ? The world, and all that 
it contains, is totally vaniſhed. New 
heavens and a new earth appear before 
us. Even the body which we poſſeſſed 
is altered: this mortal hath put on 
„ immortality.” The proſpect is too 
brilliant to be diſcloſed. The apoſtle 


repreſents the ſcene as too ſublime for 


human imagination—* eye hath not 
F 3 ** ſeen, 
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* ſs, nor ear heard, neither have en 


* tered ints the Heart of man, the 


* things which Gol hath: prepared fut 
1 — that love him. | 
Let the fceptic enjoy his gloom, the 
atheiſt his annihilation : the chyiſtiori 
has other proſpects, and will neithet be 
reaſoned out of His pleaſing hopes, nor 
cheated out of his preſent enjoyments. 
When the man of religion argues with 


the ſceptic, he has every comfort to 


place within his reach; but when the 
unbeliever offers to reform the chriſtian, 

he removes from his view all er has 
hitherto ſupported him: an . 
trable cloud is ſpread before his eye, 

and a dangerous gulph is opened at his 
foot. Let the unprejudieed judge on 
which ſide caution is moſt neceſſary. 
The wiſe man, ſurely, would rather er- 
with the chriſtian, than take pare with 


the unbehever. 


I ſhall not proceed further, and draw 


4 compariſon between the Rves of che 
| chriſtian 
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chriſtian and the ſceptic. The ſeverity 
of the one is not to be overcome by the 
benevolence of the other. Yet let him 
know that the pile of hope, raiſed by the 
inercy of a good Providence, is not to 
be deſtroyed by vain philoſophy. Eter 
nity depends not on the belief or dif- 
belief of man. It is not even compre- 
henſible by the faculties of human na- 
ture. Though we are aſſured from the 
higheſt ſanctions of the endleſs dura- 
tion of time, or rather that a period will 
arrive when time ſhall be no more, yet 
it is not within the limits of our under- 
ſtandings to have any adequate con- 
ceptions on the fubject. But the reality 
ol a future ftate, and the diſtribution of 

future rewards and puniſhments, depend 
not upon ſubtilties. The ſeeptie, as well 
as the believer, will riſe to experience 
this awful day of retribution. May the 
ſupreme Duſpoſer of all events accept his 
ignorance as an apology for his un- 
belief! But who ſhall intercede for the 
F 4 chriſtian, 
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chriſtian, if his conduct ſquares not 
with his principles? His Redeemer 
placed ſalvation before him. If he 
daſhed the ſalutary cup from the hand 
of his reſtorer alas! who Hall intreat 
for im? _ 
Whatever may ; the Jools 3 
we meet with in the world on the ſub- 
jects of morals and religion, it is evi- 
dent that the influence of a future ſtate 
has conſiderable effects on man, whether 
we conſider him as an accountable crea- 
ture, applying to his hopes, or his fears, 
as a member of ſociety, or ſimply as an 
individual. If he believes at all in this 
important point, his conduct muſt be 
influenced by the hope of immortal hap- 
pineſs, or the dread of future miſery. If 
he be conſcious that he is accountable 
for his actions, and if he can neither 
accelerate nor retard the day of recom- 
pence, we cannot but ſuppoſe that he 
will be conſtantly upon his guard againſt 
ihe hour that he ſhall be called upon to 
render 
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render up his accompts, It is from 

religion chiefly that he learns this im- - 

portant truth: and it is with reference | 

to this that he regulates his behaviour. 

He neither wants motives nor abilities 

to promote his plans. That Saviour 

whoſe merits. muſt ſupply his deficien- 

cies, and whoſe reſurrection gives him 

an earneſt of his own, becomes his 

guide and deliverer. Nor is this all : 

the inviſible influence of the Holy 

Spirit directs his footſteps in many a 

{lippery path, and comforts him in every 

danger. The world, for the wiſeſt pur- 

poſes, is uncertain in its pleaſures. He 

taſtes of misfortunes ; but with theſe 

ſupports he does not fall a ſacrifice to 

deſpair. In the midſt of his diſtreſſes, 

a ray of hope beams from heaven, and 

he looks forward in joytul expectation 

of that future happineſs promiſed by 

the goſpel. 0 Intent on this, he diſ- 

charges every duty, to the beſt of his 

abilities, which the goſpel requires: and 
| | in 
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in faith reſigns himſelf to that hour 
which cloſes the ſcene of mortal life. 
But not to the gravg, is his better part 
conſigned. It „Ne that bliſs 
which had long been his contempla- 
tion; and partakes of thoſe joys which 
are reſerved for the righteous. . 
On ſuch a character the influence of 
a future ſtate is great. The reflection 
Don it forms the chief happineſs of his 
life, and is his ſincere and only comfort 
on the bed of death. How do we pity 
thoſe men of genius and abilities, who 
pretend at leaſt not to be influenced by 
theſe motives! If they wiſh for fuch 
conſolation, why do they not endea- 
vour to procure it! Why do they la- 
ment, without endeavouring to inveſti- 
gate the evidence on which a future 
ſtate is founded? or why do they in- 
veſtigate, without laying afide the in- 
veteracy of prejudice? I was read- 
ing,“ ſays Monſ. Herault to Buffon, 
* one evening, ſome verſes of Thomas 
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on the inmmortality of the ſoul par- 
+ diow! ſuid be; region would be a noble 
N if all thut were true s. f 
«© gere he another world,” ſuys Gibbon 
in a 699/olatory letter to lord S. on the 
death of His * "oe will — 
be happy tu 
The tranfitory nature of all worldly 
enjoyments, is an obſervation as old as 
the creatioh. And the mference from 
it is as true as it is important, that there 
muſt be ſome other ſtate of happineſs 
for virtuous met. Relying on this 
truth, we have ſeen martyrs aſcend the 
ſcaffold with eompoſure, with chearful- 
neſs; we have beheld reſignation under 
the moſt trying diftreſfes ; we have ſeen 
torture inflicted on the patient, and 


miſeries gradually extinguiſhing the 


lamp of the. righteons. In every in- 


* M. 8. Journey to Monbard in 1785, by Herault de 
Sechelles ; the work was in the preſs when Robeſpierfe 
ſent the author to the ſcaffold. Edin, Mag. 1796. 

F Gibbon's poſthumous Works. | 
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ſtance the expreſſion, of the ſufferer has 
been I became dumb, and opened 
* not my mouth, for it was 2% doing.” 
A ſteady expectation. of future happi- 
neſs has been the comfort of the vir- 
tuous in every age, and muſt continue 
the ſupport of every one who looks 
upon himſelf as an accountable being. 
The good man eſtimates the value of 
eternity from the ſhortneſs of life; and 
knows that our light afflictions, which 
axe but for a moment, do work out 

for us a far more eine and eter- 
nal weight of glory“ | 
We naturally cling to that mand 
which is to ſave us; and what is that, 
amidſt the waves of this troubleſome 
world, but the pleaſing hope, the fond 
defire, the longing after immortality ? 
If we had no other aſſurance of it but 
the ardour of our own breaſt, ſurely we 
ſhould ſpring towards the thought, and 
live like men who were to exiſt here- 
after. But when a revelation preſents 
a proſpect 
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a proſpect before us, which might other- 


viſe be thought obſcure; when a pro- 


phet, yea, more than a prophet offers to 
' fave us by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and 
gives us a taſte of immortality even 
while we occupy theſe frail tenements 
of clay, can we withhold the ſincereſt 
tribute of gratitude and love to that 
Being, the author of our life, the re- 
ſtorer of our happineſs ? Can we for- 
bear adopting the fervent exclamation 


of David—* Whom have I in heaven 


but thee, and there is none upon 


e earth that I deſire in compariſon” of 


„ thee!” 


Ne VIII. 
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N vil. 


Sceptic! erer ahou art, who fay' the foul, | 

That divine particle wich God's own heath, 

Inſpir d into the mortal maſs, Mall reſt 

Annihilate - tell why conſcience acts 

With tenfold forge, yvhon ſichmela, age or pain 

Stands tott xing ap the pregipice of death? | 
Dx. GLywN's Day or JUPGMENTe. 


Wirnobr the ſolution AM a fature- 


ſtate, there are numberleſs events which 
would be totally inexplicable in this 


ſtate of being. Amongſt others.are the 


pangs of conſcience. A kind Provi- 
dence excites in the mind of man theſe 
circumſtances of horror and apprehen- 
ſion that he may be checked in his 


career of wickedneſs, and, before it be 


too late, return to thoſe paths which 
_ Alone. cap make him happy. That ex-. 
pecta- 
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pectation of a future world which ſweet- 
ens the good man's cup, daſhes with 
gall the bowl of diſſipation. In the 
midſt of the banguet the man of plea- 
ſure perceives not the influence of any 
unſeen canſe: he endeavours to per- 
ſuade himfelf that the doine particle 
winch God's o breath 1nfpared thall be 
equally diſperſed with the atoms of his 
body, and find an eternal refuge with 
his ſepulchral duſt. But even of this 
perſuaſion he has no confidence. Re- 
flection damps his pleaſures, and brings 
him to ſome ſenſe of thoſe important 
trut hs, which tender parental care or 
friendly inſtruction had placed before 
his early youth. The viſion of a vene- 
rable parent, or ſage preceptor, may, 
in ſome interval of intemperate pleaſure, 
reach his ſoul, and reſcue him from de- 
ſtruction: or, perhaps, which is a me- 
lancholy alternative, he may ſtill purſue 
his worn-out paths, till they leave him 
where the cup of mtoxication, or the 
laughter 
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laughter of fatal friendſhip; can no 
longer ſerve him. Here thoſe' appre- 
henſions which occaſionally viſited him, 
rally around his couch. As he ſuffered 
not the influence of a future ſtate to 
excite hope within his breaſt, he is tor- 
mented at a moment when he can leaſt 
bear its approach, with the appearance 
of fear. If there be no God, no future 
day of recompence, let the ſceptic tell 


what ſhould excite. his fears? What 


can raiſe ſuch tumults in the breaſt of 
the unrighteous, while tottering on the 


precipice of death * 


Happy is it for thoſe, who from any 
motive recover the road of obedience ! 
Happieſt, no doubt, when they are ac- 
companied by hope, as they then travel 


undera ſereneſky, have fewimpediments 


to obſtruct their journey, and keep their 
eye fixed ſteadily on its pleaſing termi- 
nation. But even thoſe may well re- 
joice who reach the ſame end, though 


by a different. courſe. Mankind are 


directed 
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directed by various motives; and though 
thoſe motives may conduct them through 
a valley of tears, or over mountains of 
difficulty, yet if they finally reſt in re- 
gions of tranquillity and heavenly en- 
3 the en n wAh be Dl 
tained: -. 

The lob of God. * the: bear of 
puniſhment are the grèat leading mo- 
tives of obedience. The former in- 
volves all the finer feelings of bur na- 
ture. It raiſes a generous ardour if 
our breaſt; it puriſies every ſentiment 
of our hèeart, and ſends forth fuch 
earneft expectations, ſuch fervent pray- 
ers to be more cloſely united to the al- 
mighty object of our affections, that 
every action of our lives is directed to 
complete the heavenly union. This is 
piety: this is happineſs. The latter 
principle, though its object be the ſame, 
its progreſs is different. Fear operates 
on the human mind with much uneaſi- 
neſs. Even the good man often feels 
G its 
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its force. But upon the conſcience of 
the wicked it falls with tenfold weight. 


If it bring forth its proper effect, the 
motive will not be condemned. The 
fear of puniſhment. and the dread of 


the divine wrath, if it is not indeed 


the higheft and nobleſt principle of 
** obedience, yet it is undoubtedly a 


very. quſt and reaſonable motive to it; 
<< if it is not indeed the moſt excellent 
pitch of virtue, yet it is at leaſt a 
very proper beginning of it; if it is 
not indeed a part of the moſt exalted 
love of God; and love, when it is be- 
come perfect, caſteth out fear; yet 
<< it is at leaſt very conſiſtent with its 
* whole progreſs in his life, and a ne- 
ceſſary part of that regard towards 
God, which is due to him from us as 
our ſupreme governor*.” _ | 

If hope then be not near, let fear 
ſupply its place. Try any motive, ſin- 


Dr. S. Clarke's Serm. 172. 


ner! 


9 
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ner! to reſtore thee to a ſenſe of duty; 
and a God of mercy; through the in- 
terceſſion of a benevolent Redeemer; 
will accept thy endeavours. 

If the ſinner did but weigh the dif- 
dit between time and eternity: if 
he did but recollect how he trembles be- 
fore the face of man, when temporal 
puniſhment, the correction of an hour, 
is awarded to him; how ferious would 
be his fears, when he ſtands before the 
judgment-ſeat of an eternal God 
«© Fear not them that kill the body, and 
* after that have no more that they can 
do; but I will forewarn you whom 
you ſhall fear; fear him which after 
he hath killed hath power to caſt into 
* hell: yea, I fay unto you fear him.“ 

Tt is the influence of a future ſtate 
which generates this fear in the heart 
of man: for there is no man who 
believes, no man who but conjectures 
that there may be ſuch a ſtate, who 
enn not 0 himſelf irreſiſtibly impelled 
G 2 at 
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at ſome moments to act as if it were \ 
true. How powerful is this principle 
in the hour of death ! and happy is the 
proſpect when fear produces repent- 
ance! But there are melancholy in- 
ſtances where fear appears with all its 
Horrors, and yet where the voice of 
Conſolation will not be heard. 1 
« cannot pray is a dreadful expreſ- 


ſion; and ſincerely do I with that I 


had never heard it upon a bed of fick- 
neſs, upon a bed of. death. I was once 
called upon to attend a perſon in the 
hſt ſtage of a diſorder, merely the effects 
of an intemperate life. I found him 
ſitting by the fire-ſide in an elbow. chair, 
attended by two friends-and a bow] of - 
punch. I was affected at the ſight. 
When ſeated by him he enquired, in a 
tone not well according with that of a 
penitent, which was the eaſieſt way of 
going to heaven? I anſwered him, 
that the eaſieſt and only way of going 

to heaven, was by conforming to the 
precepts 
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precepts of the goſpel; that our Savi- 
our had propoſed to us the meaſures of 
our obedience and of our acceptance 
with God; and urged fuch other argu- 
ments as the circumſtances of his caſe 
ſeemed to require. LI entered into con- 
verſation with him, and endeavoured 
to prevail upon him to acquaint me 
with the ſtate of his mind and his hopes 
of ſalvation. When I think on theſe 
e ſubjects,” he ſaid, © I am troubled 
„with wicked thoughts; and men- 
tioned lewd ſongs and ſcenes as being, 
at ſuch moments, familiar to his mind. 
He particularly acquainted me, that he 
was often tempted of the devil. I was 
extremely ſhocked at this miſerable ac- 
count of himſelf; and explained to him 
briefly the nature of temptation, and 
ſhewed him, from the ſcriptures, that a 
man was then ſaid to be tempted, when 
he was drawn away by his own luſts 
and enticed.” The expreſſion was 
applicable to his former irregularity of 
| Cr 3 living 
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living. In purſuing the ſubject, I wiſhed 

to make him as ſenſible of his ſituation 
as I could, and pointed out what was | 
{till in his power to perform in the great 
buſineſs of ſalvation. He ſeemed to hear 
me with attention. I propoſed prayer 
—after prayer I left him, intending to 
return. the next evening, which was 
Sunday. When I ſtood by his bed-ſide 
the next day, he was extremely ill, ap- 
peared juſt upon the verge of eternity, 
yet—with horror I relate the ſequel— 
he informed me with faltering voice, 
and almoſt his departing words, that 
he did not with for my aſſiſtance. My 
breaſt was filled with anguiſh on his ac- 
count. I could not forbear expreſſing 
my ſorrow to behold him in ſo deſperate 
a ſituation. He was at laſt prevailed 
upon to join in prayer—I then left 
him, and the next night—he died. 


(. 
( |; 
N IX 
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Ne IX. 


But none are fluſh'd with brighter joy, or warm 
With juſter confidence, enjoy the ſtorm, 
Than thoſe whoſe pious bounties unconfin'd 
Have made them public fathers of mankind. 
| | Younc's LasT Dar. 


i influence of a future ſtate, in di- 
_ recting the exertions of mankind to 
actions of great and diſintereſted bene- 
volence, 1s ſo evident, that we cannot 
long mix with ciyilized ſociety without 
obſerving it. In ſavage nature the 
wants of men are few, and thoſe few 
confined to the acquiſition of neceſ- 
faries, or the gratification of the ſenſual 
appetites. Beyond the ſphere of theſe 
perſonal enjoyments, their care extends 
not, theix knowledge does not reach. 
| Y G4 3 
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If, like Pope's Indian, their untutored 
mind proceeds one ſtep. further, and 
** fees God in clouds, or hears him in 
the wind,” ſtill the chief object of 
his attention is himſelf; his future wants 
and pleaſures keep poſſeſſion of his ima- 
gination; and if he expects behind the 
cloud-topt hill, a mode of exiſtence dif- 
fering from the preſent, his faithful dog, 
his companion and aſſiſtant in the chace, 
is introduced as a partaker of his hum- 
bler heaven. | : 
But when a clearer revelation 3 is pre- 
ſented to the chriſtian, when life and 
„ immortality are brought to light by 
** the goſpel,” what is then the proſpect 
which we behold ? Are we then circum- 
ferbed in our actions, narrow in our 
principles, confined 4n our benevolence? 
Far, very far from it. We are impelled 
by a divine impulſe, from one inſtance 
of public duty to another. The ſame 
_ good-will which we with ourſelves, we 
ſincerely deſire for our neighbour. As 
| | 8 we 
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we become more acquainted with the 
impreſſion of religion, the contagion: 
ſpreads: further. It flies from one en- 
raptured breaſt to another. It commu- 
nicates from the ſimple individual from 
whence it ſprung, to the remoteſt region 


and the moſt diſtant period: or in the 


words of the poet, - 


« As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake; 

« The centre mov'd a circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 
Another ſtill, and till another ſpreads ; 

« Friend, parent, neighbour, firſt it will embrace, 
« His country next, and next all human race.” 


Whether Mr. Pope's philoſophy, 
which makes felf-love the centre of 


wr eget © 


univerfal philanthropy be juſt, it is not 


my preſent buſineſs to inquire. The 
amiable concluſion is the object at 
which I aim; and the influence of a 
future ſtate is, in my mind, tlie motive 
from whence all proceeds. Were there 
not ſome period, though diſtant, in 
which a man expects a recompence for 
all 
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all his labours, how languid would be 
his endeavours in promoting the welfare 
of his fellow creatures! A ſelfiſh - prin- 
ciple is totally inconſiſtent with the du- 
ties which we owe to ſociety, And in- 
deed the principle is ſo totally contrary 
to the natural rights of man, ſo oppo- 
ſite to experience in our commerce with 
the world, that we cannot ſuppoſe its 
original to be derived from heaven. 
But if we imagine a future world, and 
are aſſured, that in that ſtate, however 
diſtant, our actions ſhall be weighed in 
the balance of juſtice, allowing for the 
imperfections of our nature, an eaſy ſo- 
lation 1s then given to every generous, 
every diſintereſted exertion. , At this 
point true patriotiſm begins. With this 
proſpect we have ſeen an Alfred reign, 
and a Cato expire. Under. this im- 
preſſion the midnight lamp has often 
beheld the pale and anxious ſtudent, 
and the field of battle thouted over the 
falling warrior. Deeds of great and 
| LE daring 
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daring enterprize never would be at- 


tempted, if we conſidered the preſent 


ſphere as the whole of our exiſtence. 
W hat recompence could man make for 
a thouſand dangers, which muſt neceſ⸗ 
ſarily he encountered for the public 
good? What remuneration for life, 
which mult be hazarded on innumerable 
occaſions? Were not the influence of 
this principle to diffuſe itſelf ſtrongly 


over the human breaſt, who would 


mount the breach, or ſcale the wall? 


Who would wipe the contagious. brow 
of ſickneſs, or ward off the impending 
blow from the injured and unoffeuding? 

How noble muſt be that principle 
which produces ſuch beneficial effects ! 
How ſublime the conception of that 
mind which exerts itſelf, to the utmoſt 
of its ability, tor the good of all man- 
kind! Every narrow thought ſhrinks 
back into itſelf, and leaves the field 
open to diſintereſted virtue. Need I 
here mention that great and venerable 


character 
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charater which riſes fp above all Bu- 
man excellence, and offers itſelf, under 
a variety of motives, as an object; not 
of imitation only, but of our profoundeſt 
adoration. Our Saviour was no hero 
under any of thoſe definitions which 
the world uſually applies to perſons of 


5 that deſcription. And yet, no hero, 
| However dignified in the page of hif- 


tory, ever roſe to ſuch an height of diſ- 


mtereſted benevolence. As he ap- 


peared in fashion as a man, the motives 
of human conduct were in ſome mea- 
fare to be adopted by him. It was not 
to redeem hinfelf that he ſuffered 
« ftch contradictions of finners';” but 
for thoſe who, through him, were to 
obtain everlaſting l. Here he diſ⸗- 


played the moſt diſintereſted conduct: 
for he was, on this account, . defpited 


And rejected of men.” © Behold and 
* ſee!” he cried in the language of the 


prophet, ** if there be any ſorrow like 


* unto my-ſorrow:” Vet all thete afffie- 
tions 


I EDLTAPTIQNS-OF A-BECLUSEs 83 


tions turned him not aſide fr om the 
important work which he was ſent into 
the world to perform. The feripture 
repreſents the influence of à future 
ſtate, as a motive to action in Jeſus 
Chriſt, as in the reſt. of mankind— 
looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
< finiſher of our faith, who, for the joy 
ce that was, ſet bef, ore him, endured the 
<« croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, aud is ft 
% down-at the Tight ae of 5 throne 
ec « of Gal,” | 

Here too, 5 might en to 5 il 
trious followers, the glorious company 


of the apoſtles, and the noble army of 


martyrs; who all, upon the principle 
of a future world, reſigned every tem- 
poral comfort for the reyerfion of hap- 
pineſs thereafter. Under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, this heroiſm has been 


more conſpicuous than under any other 


ſyſtem. The reaſon is plain, becauſe ng 
other revelation affords ſuch clear and 
unequivocal evidences of a future ſtate. 


If 


a to —_ 
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2 If it be objected, that actions thus 
3 brilliant might be performed from mo- 
U | | tives of ambition, I muſt take leave 
1 | | to deny the aſſertion ; for the wild ra- 
14 | vages ofan Alexander, or a Charles XII, 
3 | are as far beneath the meritorious and 
perſevering ſpirit of a chriſtian martyr, 
or a confeſſor, as the preſervation and 
happineſs of mankind differ from their 
deſtruction. The intemperate conduct 
of the one betrays a phrenzy of 
> thought, which has no other object but 
the gratification of unſubſtantial glory : 
the ſteady and tranquil actions of the 
other have in view the general good; 
and if fame in any ſhape attends their 
- ſteps, it is rather to be conſidered às 4 
conſequence which they did not ſeek, 
than a cauſe which directed their 
conduct. 
Poſthumous fame is, of all other ob- 
Jets, the leaſt worth a good man's 
ſearch ; and indeed it never enters into 
| his train of motives. But if the great 
. i = | neſs 
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neſs and utility of his attempts for tlie 
public advantage produce, in a grateful 
world, that degree of admiration which 
they deſerve, it is far from repugnant 
to any duty which he owes either to 
himſelf or ſociety, to reject it. He will 
not abſorb in his own perſon the praiſes 
which he receives. He knows to whom | 
only they are due to Him only he 21 
aſcribes the glory. ; | 
It would, however, be depriving a 
good man of one of the moſt amiable 
traits of character, if we ſuppoſed him 
inſenſible of praiſe ; at the ſame time it 
would be aſcribing to him a degree of 
weakneſs, tv imagine that he was ac- 
tuated by the faint repreſentation of 
future fame. It may well be allowed 
to the acknowledged benefactors of 
mankind to enjoy thoſe ſweet and com- 
fortable ſenſations, which riſe continu- 
ally in the heart of him who is conſcious 
of promoting extenſive benefits. Well 
* they e the eſtimation of 
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unborn ages, not as adding any thing 
to the felicity Which they will then en- 
joy, but gratifying their generous hearts 
with the pleaſing hope, that there will 
always be found ſome in / the diſt of pol 
terity, who will not content: themſabes 
with the emptineſs of praiſe, but will be 
inſpired by an honeſt and virtuobs.e eu- 
ae 0 delta E383; Tino 
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N* X. 725 
A bleft hereafter, then, or hop'd or gain'd, 
Is all; our 20 bole of happineſs. Vovx c. 


Arrxn having ranged through a 
country where we have ſtudied the 
manners, and become acquainted with 
the improvements of its inhabitants, it 
is a proof of wiſdom to make our obſer- 
vations uſeful to ourſelves. After having 
conſidered the moral and religious cha- 
racters of men as they are influenced by 
a belief of a future ſtate, and ſeen the 
general happineſs which ſuch a belief is 
calculated to produce, let us turn our 
eyes inward, and contemplate the znd!- 
vidual felicity of ſo bleſſed an expecta- 
tion. The man of retired and ſolitary 
habits is he from whom we look for ar- 

8 * guments 
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guments on ſo important a ſubject. 
Abſtracted from the world, not by a 
miſanthropic contempt of it, nor by a 
diiguit at any thing he has met with on 
the ſcene of life, but retiring from its 
tumults that he may enjoy a more inti- 
mate union with his Maker, he feels 
the impreſſion of future enjoyments, in 
the ſame proportion that he proceeds 
towards them, Having conſidered life 
under every different appearance, and 
having acted his part in it with all the 
integrity of a man, and all the piety of 
a chriſtian, he is ready to. be removed 
into thoſe regions, where hope is ſwal- 
lowed up of certainty, and time gives 
place to eternity. A bleed hereafter is 
his firm expectation; and therefore he 
is neither afraid for the terror by 
* night, nor for the arrow that flieth 
by day.“ His paſſions being ſubdued 


by his reaſon, and his reaſon being di- 
rected by religion, he enjoys all that 
ſerenity of.temper, all that cheartulneſs 

| =Y of 
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of benevolence, which principles fo ex- 
cellent cannot but inſpire. 

As in ordinary life the vital functions 
are performed without the accurate oh- 


ſervation of every letter, in ſpeech, or 


every limb, in action, ſo the influence of 
à future ſtate is incorporated ſo inti- 

mately and imperceptibly with a good 
man's life, that it produces, if I may ſo 
expreſs myſelf, a ſpontaneous happineſs. 


Purfue a character thus impreſſed with 


a ſolid belief of a future world, and the 
ſentiments which naturally flow from 
ſuch an impreſſion ; follow him through 
the many and various mazes of his pre- 
ſent exiſtence, and you will find that it 
is not a large increaſe of poſſeſſions 
which hurries him into irregular joy, 
nor a ſmall misfortune which plunges 
him in deſpair. His © hope is full of 
„ immortality.“ His eye is bent upon 
an object which poſſeſſes his whole ſoul ; 
and has the ſame effect upon his breaſt 
which the ſun has upon univerſal na- 

| WS wm 
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ture, it cheers, revives, inſpirits and en- 
livens it. The ſeed which was originally 
placed in it, by the hand of the hea- 
venly huſbandman, is nourithed by this 
ray, and brings forth a plentiful harveſt. 
| Every trauſaction of a good man's 
life, whether it be expoſed to public 


view, or buried in the ſweet tranquillity 


of domeſtic privacy, takes its colour 
from this general impreſſion of a ſtats 
of being, different indeed in its nature 
from, but in every other reſpect ſtrongly 


connected with, the prefent ſcene of 
exiſtence. When we conſider the con- 


nection, then, between this world and 
the next, as implied by nature, and 
expreſſed by revelation, ſhall we not 
produce this as an important argument, 
not of conſolation only, but of pleaſure 
and poſitive enjoyment, to the breaſt of 
that man whoſe mind is directed into 
fo happy a channel * In material things 
we often behold what we cannot reach : 
but in ſpiritual and everlaſting bleſſings, 

| | | 9 Our 
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our ſoul anticipates what our fight can- 
not pereei ve In our purſuit of the 
things of this world, we uſually pre- 
vent exyoyment, by expettatign ; we 
#* anticipate. our own happineſs, and 
\* eat, out the heart and: ſweetneſs of 
worldly pleaſures, by deligheful fore- 
„thoughts of hem; ſa that hen we 
** come to poſſeſs them, they do net 
| « © anſwer the expectation, nor ſatisfy 
the defies which were raiſed about 
* them, and they vaniſh into nothing: 
e but the things which are ahoye are ſo 
great, {6 ſolid, ſo durable, fo glorjous, 
* that we cannot raiſe our thopghts to 
an equal height with them; we can- 
-** not enlarge our deſires beyond a 
poſſihility of ſatisfaction. Our hearts 
* are greater than the world; hut God 
is greater than our hearts, and the 
e happineſs which he bath laid up for us, 
is like himſelf, incomprebenthbly great 


up and glorious®,” 


* Tillotſon, Sermon 193 30 
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It is thus that the good man poſſeſſes, 
within his own breaſt, a degree of hap- 
pineſs which can ariſe only from ſuch 
heavenly contemplations. In him is 
the poetical image fully realized, with 
his foot reſting on the earth, his head 

reacheth above the clouds*. The glory 
to come mixes itſelf with his preſeſit 
ſatisfactions, alleviates FRY forrow, 
and increaſes every comfort. i 
But even the good man cannot long 
be a partaker of ſublunary enjoyments, 
without finding thoſe enjoyments in- 
terupted by ſome painful though ex- 
pected cauſe. ' The ſeparation of friends 
by death, cannot but give a pang to 
thoſe hearts, which were once firmly 
united hy affection. But the religious 
man, though he feels the ſtroke ſharper 
than the horn lamb, poſſeſſes a cordial 
of no common ſtrength. - He ſees the 
-fign of the Son of man in heaven—lie 


* Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter * condit. 
0 , 1 V1RG, „ 
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hears a voice, Behold! I bring you 
glad : tidings.“ And the, ſame prin- 
ciple of faith by which he expects to 
behold his Saviour on the throne of his 
glory, and the twelve apoſtles on ſeats 
judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael, leads 
him to exult in the expectation, that 
the bond of friendſhip and affection 
which has been broken by death, will 
be. re- united when he comes to the 

<* city of the living God, to an innu- 
**. merable company of angels, to the 
general aſſembly and wack of the 
firſt-born, and to the ſpirits of f uſt 
men made perfect.” 

Let it not be thought that there is 
| won much of terreſtrial enjoyment in 
this expectation. The paſſions and 
affections of men were not given us for 
a trivial purpoſe. It is well underſtood 
that nothing earthly can find a place in 
that ſpiritual ſtate of exiſtence. But 
there is ſo ſtrong an analogy between 
a heavenly diſpoſitions which the 

H 4 goſpel 
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goſpel recommends to us here, und 
thoſe which angels and- the ſpirits of 
good men will exerciſe themſelves in 
hereafter, that we cannot but imagine 
that thoſe who have excited in us ſuch. 
qualities of goodneſs and benevolence 
will be partakers with us in the full per- 
fection of them in a better world. Faith 
and hope will be then no more, becauſe 
the hour of certainty is come; but 
charity, which comprehends every ami- 
able feeling, will enter with us into hea- 
ven, and no doubt conſtitute no ſmall 
part of our happineſs. © Now,” fays 
St. Paul, © we ſee through a glaſs, 
** darkly, but then face to face; now I 
„know in part, but then ſhall I know, 
« even as alſo I am known.” IT hall 
go to him, but he ſhall not return to me 
where J am there ſhall my ſervant he 
'are the foundations of an argument 
which inſpires the mourner with confo- 
lation, and affords a pious confidence 
which is not to be ſhaken by metaphy- 

fical 
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ſical reaſonings. The reſurrection of 
the /ame bod implies an identity of 
perſon. Such a conſciouſneſs of a pre- 
exiſtent ſtate muſt bring to our remem- 


brance the things done in the: body; 


and as this conſciouſneſs muſt extend 
to every perſon riſen from the dead, 
there is more than reaſon to convince 
us that virtuous friends will meet again 
in happinefs. Our earthly defires in- 
deed will be extinguiſhed; we * ſhall 
“hunger no more, neither thirſt any 
* more;” our vile body, that is, the 
body of our humiliation, ſhall be 
changed. that it may be faſhioned like 
unto the glorified body of Chriſt *. 
The inſtincts of life muſt ceaſe with it; 
but the ſpiritual and better part of every 
virtuous connection will continue for 


ever. Every relative affection will be 


renewed with ardour. The cord be- 
tween married friends will be drawn ſtill 


„ Phil, ili. 21. 
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eloſer; their affections will be purer, 
their delights more exquiſite; for they 
will be, as the text n it, as _ 
angels of God in heaven t.. 

There is one objection which it nag 
be neceflary to obviate, ast t may. be 
thought to derogate from the individual 
happineſs of men when reflecting on 
this argument, as a ſource of conſola- 
tion; namely, that they may not meet 
in the next world with ſome friends 
which they have had in this. But they 
muſt remember that ſuch will not have 


* When the ont trumpet GOES * ſlumb' ring duſt 
Not unattentive to the call, ſhall wake; 
And ev'ry joint poſſeſs its proper place, 
With a new elegance of form, unknown 
To its firſt ſtate. Nor ſhall the conſcious ſoul 
Miſtake his partner; but amidſt the crowd 
Singling its other half, into its arms 
Shall ruſh, with all th' impatience of a man 
That's new come home, who having long been abſent, 
With haſte runs over ev'ry diff rent-room 
In pain to ſee the whole. Thrice happy meeting ! 


Nor time, nor death, ſhall ever part them more. 
BLair's Grave. 


been 


MEDITATIONS:OF-A:RECLUSE: 107 


been virtuous friends, and therefore not 
entitled, according to the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, to the rewards of heaven. 
It will be no diminution of our happi- 
neſs, becauſe: we ſhall then wholly ac- 
quieſce in the Juſtice of God. The 
veil of paſſion and prejudice will be re- 
moved from our ſight; for in that 
world, where all will be harmony, no 
diſturbed reflections can ariſe. | 
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No XI. 


The feas ſhall waſte, the fcies in nnn TI 
Rocks fall to duſt, and mountains melt 4 'F 


. 


But fix'd his n 1 
'. Porn's MES AM. 


As a belief in a future ſtate is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to the happineſs of 
man, it is of infinite importance, that 
the authenticity of - thoſe writings 
which deliver this truth, ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt foundation. 
And bleſſed be God ! evidence of the 
moſt concluſive nature is every where 
to be found. The deplorable ſcepti- 
ciſm of the prefent age has produced 
writers of the firſt abilities, who have 
arranged every argument on this ſub- 
jet in the moſt perſpicuous point of 
view. A modern of much eminence 
has 
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has received, on this account, the praiſe 
which he deſerves . May his pious 
labours be productive of good fruit! 
May the ſcripture which he ſo ably elu- 
cidates, and whoſe authority he vindiates 
with ſo powerful a pen, be received, 
not as the word of man, but (as it is 
in truth) the word of God, which 
effectually worketh in them that 
< believe.” Th 
The ſtudy of nature, conſidered ab- 
ſtractedly, however it might have raiſed 
the mind of man a few degrees above 


brutality, never would have arrived at 


the knowledge of thoſe ſublime truths 
which reſult from revelation. A thou- 
ſand inſtances may be produced to 
prove it. A ſtrongeyz perhaps we can- 
not give than that of the modern Chi- 
neſe, as repreſented in the authentic 
hiſtory of the late embaſſy f. Ingeni- 


* Paley's Evidences of Chritianity. | | 
+ Sir Geo, Staunton's account of Karl Macartney's 
Voyage to China, 
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110 MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE: 
ous in ſome mechanic arts, which could 
not but be the cafe from the extreme 
population of the country, and the con- 
 fimually occurring wants of the inhabi- 
tants; expert, from the fame cauſe, in 
the profecution of trade-and commerce 
what is the real ſtate of their minds? 
1 Darkneſs, as in the days of old, hatli 
« covered the earth, and groſs darkneſs 
ce the people.” Deſirous, they appear 
to be, of inſtruction; and from the pub- 
lic degrees of honour which they con- 
fer, and from the annual examination 
of their youth, we might have expected 
correſpondent advantages. But cen- 
turies have rolled on after centuries, 
and ſtill they remain immerſed in the 
fame idolatries, ſtill the ſlaves of the 
moſt inveterate prejudices. The high 
degree of 'national pride which they 
polſeſs, and jealouſy of every ſurround- 
ing, and even of every diſtant country, 
offer an impenctrable barrier againſt 
the introduction of uſeful knowledge. 


A few 
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A few chriſtians, ſmall indeed in num- 
ber compared with the bulk of the in- 
habitants*®, are to be found among the 
refuſe of the people, and even theſe are 
clogged with ſuperſtitious ceremonies 
and mortifying corruptions. It is im- 
poſſible for the human eye to ſearch out 
the ſecrets of Providence. To the Al- 
mighty Ruler of the univerſe, let us, 
with all humility of mind, leave the di- 
reétion of his own works. In his own 
time he will collect his flock, and feed 
them in green paſtures. It is our duty 
to improve the knowledge which we 
poſſeſs; and if the ſcriptures which are 
thut to others, are open to us, it will be 
our fault, it will be our condemnation if 
we do not uſe them as we ought. 
_ The hiſtory of chriſtianity is ſup- 
ported by a greater flow of evidence 
than any other ancient hiſtory. And 
no vonder; for the truths which it 


* About 200,000, See Sir G. Staunton's Account, &c. 


inculcates 
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inculcates have been reckoned among 
the moſt important intereſts of man- 
kind. It is beyond my purpoſe to re- 
count all the arguments which learned 
men have produced in ſupport of the 


authenticity of the ſcriptures. They 


are of various kinds, and derived from 


ſources remote from each other. The 


partiality of friends, and even the hoſ- 
tile attacks of enemies have contributed 
to eſtabliſh their authority. In the 
early hiſtory of the chriſtian church, 
we are told of apologies written, and 
addreſſed to heathen emperors, in which 
thoſe doctrines were recited, and even 
thoſe expreſſions uſed, which were to be 
found in the acknowledged and avowed 
productions of the firſt diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt. In almoſt.every age important 
controverſies were carried on, in which 


the combatants on both ſides appealed 


to the ancient texts of ſcriptures: texts, 
which ſtill form a part of the facred 
canon which is in uſe among ourſelves. 


In 
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In a few inſtances, perhaps; this-might 
_ occaſion! variations in the copies which 
were delivered down to poſterity. But 
it is ſingular, (and a miraculous inter- 
poſition of Providence it 1s, in atteſta- 
tion of the truth of holy writ) that 

however any particular paſſage may 
have been corrupted by error or deſign, 
every important doctrine, every inte- 
reſting precept remains in the full 
vigour of its primitive youth. If an 
heretical intention altered in any ins 
ſtance one copy, many others re- 
mained to detect the alteration. 5 
Can we deſire a more dire& evidence, 
that theſe are the very writings which 
the apoſtles delivered, for which they 
ſuffered, and by the means of which 
chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed in the world 
Indiredt, or auziliary evidence may be 
produced from a compariſon of the dif- 
ferent books, or portion of ſcripture, 
with one another. And this, ſo far as 
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relates: to the epiſtles of St. Paul, has 
been performed in the moſt ſatisfactory 


manner, by thecauthor I have referred 


to in the beginning of this meditation, 
in his Hore Pauline; a. book calcu- 


lated to make a ſtriking impreſſion on 


the mind of the ſceptic.; ** Undeſigned 
c- incidences, he ſays; ** muſt have 
<-truth for their foundation“. Ile 
purſues this argument through St. 
Paul's thirteen epiſtles, which he com- 
pares with: the narrative of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, and affirms that the 
ſimple peruſal of the writings is ſuffi- 


| £-cient. to prove that neither the hiſtory 


eis taken from the letters, nor the let- 
955 ters from the hiſtory.” i 007 

It. is plain to any one whe mbditiites 
on the facred ſcriptures (and it is every 
one's duty:;:to do ſo) that they cannot 
be conſidered as an heterogeneous col- 


* 
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ee Þ | Paley” $ Evidences, V vol. 1 II. p. 195. 
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each other, and not tending to the ſame 
end. On the contrary, it is their united 
force which arreſts the mind, their col- 
lected ſtrength which overpowers and 
convinces the underſtanding. Like dit- 
terent rays of light deſcending from the 
ſun, each has its peculiar brilliancy and 
beauty, but when drawn into one point, 
the effect is irreſiſtible. He who is in- 
* ſtructed in the divine muſic ſays an 


ancient father of the church“) © knows 


** that all the ſcripture is a well-tuned 


* inſtrument of God's, which ſends 


forth to thoſe who are deſirous to 


learn it, one harmonious and talutary 


voice, though compoſed of different 
* ſounds.” Harmony indeed prevails, 
and of the moſt melodious kind, in 
every part of ſcripture. Though many 
authors were concerned in its compoſi- 


tion; though it was written at different 


periods, and in different places; yet as 


* Origep Phil. c. 6. Welchman on the 39 Articles. 
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they were all influenced by the ſame 
fpirit, it is in every reſpe& incapable of 

ceontradiction. All theſe worketh 
** that ſelt-ſame ſpirit, dividing to every 

„ man ſeverally as he will.” Different 
interpretations. of ſcripture indeed have 
ariſen, and the chriſtian world has been 
feparated into ſects, as the wavering 
opinions of men have directed them. 
But all have acknowledged the authen-- 
ticity of the ſcriptures. It is not for 
man to dive into the depths of opinion, 
or to ſay, why have theſe things been ? 
Ft is enough for us to know that on 
this rock Chriſt hath built his church, 
and however we may behold it aſſaulted 
by the winds. of heaven, or by the tur- 
bulence of a boiſterous ſea, it will reſiſt 
the utmoſt efforts of the tempeſt, till 
that day dawns which will gather to- 
gether in one the flocks which are now 


— — — — 


3 


{cattered abroad. 
N 5 Perhaps in no inſtance is the provi- 
= dence of God more confpicuons than 
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in the protection which it has given, 
through a ſucceſſion: of ages, to the 
books emphatically called the ſcriptures. 


The hiſtories of moſt ancient kingdoms 


have periſhed with the political exiſt- 
ence of thoſe ſocieties whoſe actions 
they recorded. It is in vain that we 
ſearch after authentic materials of the 
tirſt eſtabliſhment of any people. Their 
laws, their manners, their governments 
are no more, their very ruins are dif- 


perſed, and we can hardly ſay, ſuch 


things have been. But the records of 
holy ſcripture are faithful to their truſt. 
It is wonderful to contemplate the ſeries 
of events which they relate. We are 
placed upon a point, from whence we 


behold the formation of this terreſtrial 


globe. We ſee the gradual develope- 
ment of a world,. the arrangement of 
rude and undigeſted matter, the crea- 
tion of man. We trace alſo the hiſtory 
of the human foul ; we ſee it depretled 


by diſobedience in the garden of Eden, 
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and in the ſubſequent conduct of the 
deſcendants of Adam; we ſee it reſtored 
to primitive purity, and promiſed im- 
mortal happineſs by the meritorious 
ſufferings of an incarnate God. Could 


any thing but a Being of ſuperior intel- 


ligence have revealed to us ſuch a tale 


| of wonders 7 Could any thing but ſuch 


a Being have preſerved for our uſe 


and benefit, through ſo many thouſand 


years, records of ſuch infinite impor- 
tance to the human race* Let us be 
grateful for this invaluable legacy. 
Without the revelation of ſuch know- 
ledge, in ſome way commenſurate to 


the faculties, and capable of inſtructing 


mankind; we ſhould ſtill have wandered 
in the moſt lamentable obſcurity. 
But what {hall we ſay to thoſe who 


_ wreft thele lacred writings 2% their own 
eesti i who pervert their meanings 


to the very worſt purpoſes, and deny 
the advantages which even they receive? 


Let us leave them to the mercy of God, 


R wha 
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who affords to all men an opportunity 
of repentance, The charity of the goſ- 
pel requires this prayer for them. May 
their prejudices be removed by a ſtrenu- 
ous exertion of their reaſon !- and may 
the ſame ſpirit which dictated the words 
of ſcripture, take poſſeſſion of their 
hearts, and lead them into all the truth, 
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> f 8 + 


N' XII. 


o! earth receives him from the bending ikics 
Sink down, ye mountains, and ye valleys, riſe! _ 

With heads declin'd, ye cedars, homage pay: 

Be ſmooth, ve rocks, as 1877 nom give 2 


Tune Saviour comes 
Por z's MreszAx, 


* the eyidences of chriſtianity 
may be familiar to the eye, and impreſs 
themſelyes on the underſtanding at 

every turn, I ſhall not heſitate to recite 
ſuch arguments on this ſubject as offer 
themſelves to my mind, however trite 
or common they may be to tlie reflect- 
ing chriſtian. It is of importance to 
the world to aſcertain the truth of the 
chriſtian revelation ; and never was it 
of more importance than in theſe latter 
gays, when whole nations, not only ap- 

pear 
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pear willing to break down the ſtrong. 


holds. of religion, but have in many 
places erected a wen banner 
upon her ruins. 
1, That Jeſus came from God may 
be proved by his poſſeſſing the gitt of 
prophecy ; ſince no one can foretel 


future events unleſs he be influenced 


by the ſpirit of an all-ſeejng God. The 
inſtances in which he diſplayed this 
power are theſe. He foretold the 
treachery of Judas; the denial of 
Peter; his own crucifixion ; his reſur- 


rection from the dead on the third day; 


the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon his 
diſciples ; the wonderful propagation of 
the goſpel throughout the world; the 
' Tiſe of hereſies; the dreadful perſecu- 
tion of his ſervants; the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, &c. However ſome of theſe 
might be aſcribed by the unbeliever to 
an intuitive knowledge of human na- 
ture, and a greater portion of that fa- 
culty which we call, foreſight, others 
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122 MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE, 
could not poſſibly fall under that de- 


ſeription. Had: his diſciples been poſ- 


ſeſſed of more penetration than they 
were (and on the contrary it is certain 
that they were ignorant and unlearned 
men) they never would have ventured 
the truth of the religion, that they were 
endeayouring to eſtabliſh, on the un- 
certainty of prophecies, which a few 
years, nay a few days, would deyelope. 
The propagation of the gofpel was an 
event which they could believe only on 
the word of him who had foretold it ; 
and the deſtruction of their then flou- 


rithing metropolis was as far from the 
expectation of the Jews, or even, of the 


Romans, who were the immediate au- 
thors of the calamity, as any event, 
vet in the womb of tune, eould be. But 
betides this general obſervation, it we 
conſider the particular circumſtances 
which attended the accompliſhment of 
thete prophecies, and which could not 
Pollibi be foreſeen, we cannot but adopt 
Bey, this 


"I 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 123 


this argument as one infallible proof 
of the truth of chriſtianity. Of theſe 
minute circumſtances I muſt reſtrain 


myſelf to a few; and theſe, reſpecting 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ;; namely, 
the earthquakes in divers places; the 


great ſigns and fearful ſights; the ſafety 
of Chriſt's faithful ſervants who removed 


from the city before the ſiege, relying 


on the faith of this prophecy ; the falſe 
chriſts and falſe prophets who ſhould 
appear; the entire overthrow of the 
temple; the order of Titus to dig up 
the city; the immenſe ſlaughter of the 
Jews; all theſe circumſtances, however 
appearing to ariſe from the momentary 
impulſe of the conqueror, or the actions 
of the day, which our Lord foretold 
about torty years before they happened, 
and which are proved to have been pub- 


lickly inculcated both among Jews and 


Chriſtians, were diſfinttly and accu- 
rately fulfilled. 
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2. That Jeſus came from God may 
be proved from the accompliſhment of 
all the ancient prophecies concerning 
the Mefhab, in his perſon. To the Old 
Teſtament I muſt refer for theſe pro- 
phecies; to the New Teftament for 
their accoinplihment. An attentive 
compariſon muſt produce a concluſion 
fryowrable to chriſtianity: for, to no 
other perſon fince the world began, 
can they with equal, or any, propriety 
be applied. It was this argument which 
made ſo ſtrong an impreſlion, even to 
conviction, on the ſceptical and ditli- 
pated Earl of Rochetter*; for in all 
hiftory he could find ne onc but Jeſus 
Chriſt, with whoſe character the fifty- 
third chapter of Ifaiah could agrce, 
There ean be no deception here, as every 
prophecy relating to Chriſt was written, 
and promulged, in different ages, long 


_* Burnet's Lite of Jolm Wilmot, Carl of K. and Gilpin's 3 
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before his appearance in the world. 
The Jews, though their blantineſs pre- 
vents them from beholding ia Cris 


the promiſed Meſſiah, have always been 


fevere guardians of their own fcrip- 
tures ; of courſe, the objection is futile, 
which aſcribes to the followers of our 
Lord, the forgery of theſe prophecics. 
The diſperſion of the Jews throughout 
the world, a difperfion particularly fore- 
told by their own prophets, has pre- 
ferved them entire and uncorrupted, 
and is in itfelf one of the ſtrongeſt con- 
firmations of the truth of revelation. 
The Jews, even at this day, acknow- 
tedge, that the Old Teſtament which we 
believe in, is the fame which has been 
delivered down from age to age among 
themſelves. Is it likely, is it poſſible. 
that Jews and Chriſtians ſhould unite 
in forging thoſe books which paſs under 
this name? If any one can imagine this, 
no argument of reaſon can be expected 
to make any impreſſion upon him. 

3. That 
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3. That Jeſus came from God is 
manifeſt from the miracles which he 
wrought. To enter into the full diſ- 
cuſſion concerning miracles is not my 
intention. If the truth of the New 
Teſtament be proved, the tniracles of 
our Saviour will be believed: and on 
the other hand, if we believe theſe mi- 
racles, which we cannot but do if there 
is any faith in hiſtory, we cannot diſ- 
pute his authority. Even the earlieſt 
enemies of Chriſt did not deny the mi- 
raculous exertions of his power: though 
they abſurdly aſcribed them to the in- 
fluence of evil ſpirits. But it could not 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed, that an evil ſpirit 
ſhould ſupport ſuch doctrines as Jeſus 
taught. * If Satan caſt out Satan, 
how ſhall his kingdom ſtand? We 
are redueed to this alternative, either 
to admit with. Nicodemus, that no 
man could do the things which Chriſt 
did, except God were with him ;” or 
to imagine that the Almighty, by allow- 
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ing ſuch miracles to be performed in 
his name, ſhould give his ſanction to a 
lye—an impiozia, and ee kun ble con- 
— 63 +49 omen wore” [a 

That Ae came Rande 18 
en from the innocency and inte- 
grity of his life, and the excellency of 
tus doctrines, It is amazing that man- 
kind, who cannot but be ſenſible of the 
infirmities of their nature, and the im- 
perfections of their lives, ſhould not 
look with rapturous delight on the un- 
ſpotted character of Chriſt! Do they 


not ſee ſomething above | humanity in 


every occurrence in which he was en- 
gaged, an emandtion of dlivinity in the 
whole tenour of his conduct? However 
the religion of Chriſt has been diſputed; 
no man has preſumed to arraign tlie 
innocency of his life. Is it then to be 
believed, that he who was confeſſedly 
tree from fin, who employed every mo- 
ment in doing good to the bodies and 
ſouls of men, anch at laſt, in conformity 
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to his doctrines, died to promote their 
falvation, ſhould falſely pretend that he 
had a commiſſion from heaven? Above 
all, can we imagine Jeſus to be an im- 
poſtor, who delivered to mankind a 
ſyſtem of morals and belief ſuperior in 
purity and wiſdom to that of the moſt 
celebrated philoſophers and legiſlators of 
ancient and modern times? That his 
birth was obſcure and his education 
mean, are circumſtances which add to 
the importance of the argument; for 
how could ſo humble, fo illiterate a per- 
ſon as Jeſus have introduced, have pro- 
pagated fo widely a religion which was 
to ſuperſede all others, even that of the 
Jews in the midſt of whom he preached, 
unleſs he had received powers from him 

<« who turneth the hearts of all men as 
the rivers of waters? 5 
5. The wonderful ondpagktion of the 
goſpel is another proof that Jeſus came 
from God. It has been the faſhion of 
this day to ampute the propagation of 
| ; - the 
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the goſpel to natural cauſes; hut ſurely, = | 
he who conſiders the argument referred 1 
ts in the laſt paragraph, will heſitate in 
ſubſcribing to the ſentiments of an hif- 
torian whole elegant and jmpoſing lan- 
guage has been as much admired, as his : 
ſceptical inſinuations are to be dreadedꝰ. 
Let the unprejudiced but reflect what 
ſuceeſs was to be expected from the ap- 
parent ſon of à carpenter, uneducated 
and unſupported, preaching a new re- 
ligion, in the midſt of a people peculi- 
arly biaſſed in favour of their own eſta- 
hliſhed opinions; and he will not think 
that ordinary means were likely to pro- 
duce ſo important an effect. Let him 
reflect on Jeſus, foretelling that the 
e goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be 
„ preached in all the world;” and 
again, that if he ſhould be lifted up 
** from the earth, he will draw a men 
e unto bim;“ let him reflect that theſe 
» # Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
-particularly his 23th and 14% chapters, 


impro- 
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improbable predictions (as they might 


ſeem) have been fulfilled in the moſt 
wonderful manner; and that he who 
is now addrefled as an inhabitant of a 


country formerly barbarous, but now 


abounding with chriftian virtue and 
chriſtian exertions, is an inſtance of the 
very circumſtance which the ſceptic 
affects to doubt; and he will acknow- 
ledge that this is one of the ſtrongeſt 
arguments in fayour of the Wr 


which he profeſſes. 


However prominent theſe evidences, 


which I have recited, may be, they are 


confirmed by many others of equal 
ſtrength and equal importance. To 
deſtroy is always more eaſy than to 
build up. In ordinary things the oh- 
ſervation may be true; but in eſtabliſh- 


ing the truth of chriſtianity we are ſup- 


ported by the infallible word of God. 


To puniſh the fins of men, God may 


permit the evil of infidelity to prevail in 


muſt 


the world, but the triumph of the goſpel 
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muſt ſucceed. Let this cheer the de- 


5 jected hearts of good men in the midſt 


of a crooked and perverſe generation. 


Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 


but my words,” ſays Chriſt, ** ſhall 
©* not paſs away.” 
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No XIII. 


All are but parts of one ſtupendous whole. 
Porz. 


As he, who from the dimnefs of his 
ſight, or the nature of his ſituation, 
obſerves only parts of a large and beau- 
tiful building, can have have but a 
faint conception of its real elegance 
and dimenſions; ſo he whoſe mind 
reſts only on a few of the evidences of 
revelation, however powerful they may 
be in contributing to eſtabliſh its im- 
portant truths, wants that irreſiſtible 
conviction which ariſes from a contem- 
plation of the whole. We ſee many a 
ſmall eritic ready to ſeize upon, what 
may be called, the outpoſts of chriſti- 
anity, whoſe heart is too much preju- 
1 diced 
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diced to attend to all the comprehen- 
ſive arguments which the ſubject affords; 
There are circumſtances recorded in the 
Bible, which, in every age, have met 
with ſome ſceptic to turn them iinto ri - 
dicule, becauſe they happen to be con- 
trary to the general experience of man- 
kind. They reflect not that in eſtimating 
a divine revelation, the power of the 
_ Almighty Governor of the uniyerſe 
Mould be more regarded, than any fan- 
ciful opinion, any rule, however ſpeci- 
ous, directed by the fallibility of An 

zudgment. 
Had there been only one 0 or 
one prophecy on which the fabrick of 
revelation could be built, ohjections 
might- have ariſen, which would have 
ſhook the building to its foundation. 
Deception might have been thought to 
have produced the one, and accident 
the other. But when we behold a chain 
of miracles from the earlieſt times which 
een records; when 2 ſeries of pro- 
K 3 phecies 
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phecies is preſented to us, all tending 


to the ſame end, and meeting their ac- 


compliſhments at different periods, do 
we not feel ourſelves affected by a weight 
of evidence, which perhaps no ſingle 
circumſtance could have produced ? 
All the prophecies and miracles, how- 
„ ſoever remote, are by their unity of 


* deſign drawn together and formed 
« into one regular whole, growing 
5 ſtranger and being mutually ſup- 


* ported by the aflociation. As the 
ce ſtrength of the parts in a well con- 
© ſtructed arch is the reſult, not of 
their own ſolidity alone, but of their 
* uniform direction to one common 
centre.“ | | 

The more this argument is conſidered, 
the greater conviction it will afford. It 
correſponds with the magnificence of 
the idea excited by the great ſcheme 
of chriſtianity, which comprehends 


within its plan every ſcriptural event 


from the fall of Adam to the preſent 
75 hour; 
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hour; nay, it ranges into the very 
depths of time, and anticipates the 
coinpletion of many important prophe- 
eies. By the appearance of Chriſt, a 
dark and impenetrable veil was removed 
from the Jewiſh hiſtory. It became 
then evident, for what intent many of 
their rites and ceremonies were inſti- 
tuted; the importance of. ſacrifice and 
offerings was acknowledged, and a clear 
light ſhined on their hearts. When 
future times ſhall ſtill more develope 
the great purpoſes of Providence, as 
revealed in the ſcriptures of truth, the 
human mind will receive a yet greater 
acceſſion of evidence, and be ſatisfied 
that it was not for one age, or one 
| people, that Chriſt, our day Mar, beamed 
on the world. 

If we conſider the orien of predic- 
tions in the Old Teſtament concerning 
the coming of Chriſt, from the promiſe 
made to Adam, that the ſeed of the 
woman | ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, 

K 4 to 
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to the prophecy of Malathi, about fout 
hundred years before that event, we 


muſt be ſenſible that no man, or ſuc» 


eeſſion bf men, however diſtinguiſhed 
by knowledge or abilities, or even by 
the moſt penetrating foreſight, could 


produce ſo regular and well-concerted 


a plan, without an aſſiſtance far fuperibr 
to their own. © © Can ſuch a ſcheme,” 
to adopt the words of an elegant writer, 
from whoſe treatiſe I have ſelected ty 
laſt quotation, and to whom I ſhall be 
obliged for the following obſervations “: 


Can ſuch a ſcheme be merely an in- 


vention of the hiſtorians concerneU 


in recording it? No; thete is an 
cc uniformity runs through it, which 


will never ſuffer us to think it the 
* caſual production of a number of 


v A Sketch of the one great Argament, formed from 
« the ſeveral concurring Evidences for the Truth of Chriſ- 
« kianity. By the Rev. John Rotherham, 1. A. of Cod- 
'« ringten College, in Barbadoes. Oxford, 1774. _ 
Nester of Houghton le Spring.] | 
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men, ſo remote in their ages, divided 
in their intereſts, and diſtinguiſhed 


im their geniuſes. For did theſe men, 
_ <-utter ſtrangers to any general defign, 
„each of chem direct his fortuitous 
„labours on his own detached part ſo 
% exactly according to rule and mea- 
„ fare, that out of all theſe parts ac- 
* eidentally put together, there aroſe 
%s out of a chaos, one harmonious 
„and well proportioned whole? No 
© reaſonable inquirer can acquieſce in 
fo abſurd a ſolution ; becauſe it ſup- 
* poſes chance to be the parent of final 
* cauſes; and to act, under different 
© crcumftances, with a view to one 
* determinate end. 


Under this confideration *©* what ac- 


* ceffion of ſtrength will wow be made 
to the credit of the hiſtorians? For 
< here will be now a number of hiſto- 
* riaus matually fapporting each other; 

'©© hiſtoriams of different ages, different 


* COuntrics, different —— abi- 
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< lities, educations, perſuaſions, inte- 
« reſts; different in all other parts of 
** their character; yet as hiſtorians, per- 
* fectly conſiſtent. Now, what one 


motive can poſlibly be thought of, if 
e ſet aſide the conviction of truth, 
* that might have this uniform influ- 


c ence on writers ſo: various? It could 


not be any ingredient in their conſti- 


< tution, for here are the ſanguine and 


the phlegmatic, the active and the 


** contemplative, the warm and the 
* ſedate, ſome who enjoyed all the fire 
* of imagination, and others who pof- 


_ *ſeſſed all the coolneſs of judgment. 
It could not be any fimilarity of edn- 


cation, any prepoſſeſſion of ſentr- 
© ments, or adherence to favourite 
principles, nor laſtly, any union of 
< jntereſts: for here were the ignorant 
<« and the learned, thoſe of ſimple un- 


< adorned minds, and thoſe who had 


* been enriched and refined with all 
« on * of culture and in- 
© ſtruction ; 
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* ſtruction : ſome trained up in all the 
* affluence and ſplendor of a court, 
% ſome who hardly aſpired above the 
„ humility of a cottage : here were the 
c ſucceſsful and the unfortunate, the 
% martial and the timorous, the mo- 
* narch and the mechanic; in ſhort, 
« here were men engaged in the moſt 
* diſcordant ſcenes of life. Now when 
« we ſee a plan ſo far beyond the com- 
e paſs of human genius to comprehend, 
« deſcribed by the joint aſſiſtance of 
© men in every circumſtance ſo diſtin- 
&« guiſhed, and this executed with the 


« ſame conſiſtency and uniformity as 


** if it had been the regular work of 
© ſome great and fingle genius; what 
can we conclude, but that the ſpirit 
of divine - wiſdom preſided over the 
whole work, aſſigning each his part, 
and fo conducting him through it 
* that this univerſal harmony might 
* {till be preſerved 7? 
„That 
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That power and wiſdom,” adds the 


fame author, which could preſerve 
< conliſtence through ſuch a ſeries of 


< facts muſt not have been ſhort-lived, 


e tranſient, or interrupted, but muſt 


„have continued in action from the 
beginning to the end of the ſeries: 
and becauſe towards the end is placed 
1A great event, to which every pre- 
ceding part has a manifeſt relation, 
that wiſdom muſt alſo from the very 
* original have had a clear view and 
perfect aſſurance of its completion. 
„But theſe are characters of wiſdom 
< and power applicable alone to the 


divine. For that wiſdom which could 
guide a progreſſion of facts through 


o immenſe a ſpace of time with an 
* uniform direction to one determinate 
e nd, could be no other than the wiſ- 


dom which foreſees all future events; 


< and that power which could guard 
© it through all interfering. and oppo- 


** ſing 
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* ſing occurrences, turning aſide every 
„ contrary force, which might have 
*« weakened or deſtroyed its tendency 
to the deſtined end, could be no other 


* than the power which gives motion 
* to, and withdraws it from, every de- 


„ pendent being.” 

The argument, ſo ably ſupported in 
theſe extracts, might be extended with 
good effect to the ſeveral writers of the 
New Teſtament. The ſame wiſdom and 
power 1s viſible in them all. They all 
record the ſame event, they all draw the 
ſame important inference from it. No 
diſcordant opinions are found amongſt 
them, whatever may be diſcovered 


amongſt their commentators. So ardent” 


is the zeal of St. Paul, that the unity, 
if I may fo call it, of the goſpel ſhould 
not be interrupted, that he exclaims, 
„though we or an angel from heaven 
*© preach any other goſpel, than that 
„which we have preached to you, let 
| | cc him 
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* him be accurſed.” In ſupport of 
this obſervation, the apoſtle endeavours 
to eſtabliſh the truth of his preaching, 
by aſſuring his Galatian converts that 
his doctrines, though the ſame with 


_ thoſe of other preachers of the goſpel, 
were received by immediate inſpiration, 


and not by conſultation. His early 
adoption of the prejudices of his na- 
tion, and his violent perſecution of the 


profeſſors of chriſtianity, rendered it 


unlikely that he ſhould have liſtened 


to their perſuaſions. As ſoon as it 


pleaſed God, by his grace, to call hin 
to be his diſciple, © immediately, he 
ſays, I conferred not with fleſh and 
« blood ;” he ſought not the company 
of believers, but independently preached 
the goſpel which he had ſo miracu- 
louſly received. 

This ſurely muſt be 3 as an 


additional proof of the truth of chriſti- 


anity. Had it been falſe, writers of 
fuch 


er thee eee 
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ſuch various deſcriptions muſt have 
differed from each other. As then 
there is but one Lord, one faith, one 
baptiſm, let us be directed by one rule 
of conduct, one hope of our calling. 


Ps wy — * 8 
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A Ne XIV. 


— From heaven 
He to his own a comforter will ſend _ 
The promiſe of the Father, who ſhall dwell 
His ſpirit within them, and the law of faith, 
Working thro' love, upon their hearts ſhall write, 
To guide them in all truth, 
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Howzvrn the learned or the wiſe 
may fatisfy themſelves with reaſoning 

on the truth of divine revelation, it is 

© >certain that neither the deductions of 
the one, nor the arguments of the 
other, can make any impreſſion on 
thoſe ignorant and uninſtructed minds 

* | which form the great maſs of mankind: 
| for how can they believe in him 
Rem . u of whom they have not heard ? Or 
| what 
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what advantage will it be to them & 
hear, if they do not underſtand? It is 


F - b 4. 


likely then that Divine Providence | | „ 4 
would find out ſome other method of "eo 
inſtruction, - equal to the wants, equi 
to the abilities of every man. I wolle 
not infer that there is one kind of evi: f 
dence adapted to the wiſe, and another 
to the ignomnt. Far from it; for all 

faith, one hope ; all eat the 


Have one” 
ſame ſpiritual meat, all drink the 

ſame ſpiritual: drink, for they drink 
© of the ſpiritual rock which follows 

e them, and that rock is Chriſt.” - | 

Though God has been pleaſed in ö 
conſtituting the world to make ſeveral = 
outward diſtinctions amongſt men, and 4 
endow them with different degrees of 
knowledge, yet true wiſdom is within 
the reach of all. And unleſs even the | 
wiſe men of this world ſeek for the ev:-k- © 
dence of heavenly things in the manner 
preſcribed-by the goſpel, and with that 
humility of mind, to which alone grace A e 
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A is promiſed, they will wander in a wil 
dernefs: out of which they can find no 
way, they will ſtumble upon dark 

mountains, and loſe themſelves in the 

labyrinth of error. Too often have we 
ſeen this conduct. The writings of in- 
fidels have met with the completeſt 

Wi -- wy cConfutations. But with what effect? 

aue, ” With the. EINE of tag writers? 


. — —_— 


— 


. ä 
5 3 0 N 
** —— 2 —UZE—̃— * __ — * 
— — OO * PRO 
— av 8 os a — 


5 * * 
— — — 
K——ͤ—ͤ— — 22 — * 2 > ne 
k 7 
2. 
* 
— 
A, 
— 
mY 
* 
— 
* 


[ (i wore # 5 Nodal the: 8 Wrapt up in the 
3 pride of knowledge, they: diſdain the 
e er. only method recommended by the goſ- 
bl [| | dove rod 4. pel, and refuſe the operations of the 
j p $649 dAdavine Spirit which alone can lead Mm | 
0 I. . 2 1 55 all the truth. , 
* 4 * 530 fo Levon Allowing the outward teſtimony. t to 
N i of le ine nk If the truth of chriſtianity, all the confi- 
1 dence which it merits (and important 
indeed are the concluſions which are 
drawn from this ſource) till it will be 
unproductive. of good fruits, if we rely 
not on the inward evidence ſo ſtrongly 
inculcated in the EG of all the 
e eee Lie primitive 


* 
4 el F 1 
r 1 y Je OA SS 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE, 147 


primitive apoſtles. *©* Chriſt ſent me. 
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* not,” ſays St. Paul, © to baptize, 1 
but to preach the goſpel, not with i 
„ wiſdom of words, leſt the croſs of — 
Chriſt ſhould be made of none effect,“ 
that is, not with that parade of learning 4 | 
which you ſo much eſteem, but with e 
the inward dictates and demonſtration q 
of the ſpirit ; for the preaching of 
the cr0ſs is to them that periſh (the 9 
0e worldly wiſe) fooliſhneſs ; but to us 3 
** who are ſaved (in conſequence of our 
c behef) it is the power of God.” 
At the firſt promulgation of the go. 5 Hot 
pel, and for ſeveral years afterwards, it 
was not to the written word that the ee 
firſt preachers appealed. For, as the _ . Hh 1 ? [ore 
writer of an excellent treatiſe on this 
ſubject obſerves , During ur 
« ſeventy, or perhaps nearly a hundred 
£6 years, chriſtianity n. 1 


44,4 ? 
2 Knox's Chriſtian Philoſophy : or an At to diſ- 
play, by internal Teſtimony, the Wiſdom and Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 534. 
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"mn E « This * have been Far | Finite 
1 | * emmediafe influence. It does not ap- 
© pear, that when the apoſtolical epiſtles 
1,248 - «© were written, any of the goſpels which 
1: ppm hd 08 He G. we now have, were extant or known, 
g 0 . 5 1 8 . 2 They are not mentioned in the epiſ- 
. u „tles, nor is there any alluſion | to them. 
. Vet it is clear, from the epiſt i 
„ 4; BY t © there were large churches, & 
f chriſtians, without a written goſ- 
* = « vel, except that which was written 
| on the heart of the humble believer 
by the ſpirit's miniſtration.” Whilſt 
the firſt apoſtles preached, indeed, the 
Holy Ghoſt vouchſafed, by a viſible 
2" effect, to announce his preſence; but 
236% | after the apoſtolic age, the ſame appear- 
ances were not necefſary. Other evi- 
208 dences were produced, and amongſt 
" 4 theſe, the ordinary effuſions of the ſame 
ſpirit. 

It is not my intention to enter into 


a diſcuſſion on the nature and manner 
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of the ſpirit's operations. Peruſe the 
ſcriptures. Every page of the epiſtles 
conſiders the influence of the ſpirit, as 
the firſt motive of belief, the firſt in- 
citement to religious virtue. A reflec- 
tion on this part of revelation, at once 
evinces the ſuperiority of the chriſtian 
ſyſtem to that of every other declaration 
of morality. Here we have an impulſe, 
ſtrong and powerful; not indeed con- 
trary to our reaſon, but above every 
human expectation. The extraordi- 
nary gifts of the comforter, it is true, 
have ceaſed: but examine the interior 
of the good man, and you will fee 
| reaſon to ſuppoſe that the apoſtle's ob- 

ſervation ſtill remains in force—* as 
many as are led by the ſpirit of God, 
„ they are the ſons of God.” 

That this is the great teſt by which 

the evidence of chriſtianity ſhould be 
tried, is manifeſt from the anſwer of our 
Lord himſelf to the Jews, who were 
aſtoniſhed at the wiſdom which he dif- 
* * played, 


8 
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| played, conſiderin g the ſlender means 


which they knew he had enjoyed, of 
information. How knoweth this man 


< letters having never learned? Jeſus 
e anſwered them and ſaid, My doc- 
„ trine is not mine, but his that ſent 
me. If any man will do his will, he 
© ſhall know of the doctrine whether it 


„ be of God, or whether I ſpeak of 
* myſelf.” Let the convert but do his 
wit and he will aſk for, he will want, 


no further evidence of the truth of his 


profeſſion, Internal conviction will fol- 
low his obedience; he will know the 
doctrines to be derived from heaven, 
and he will find this faith to be the 
mean, the only mean, of carrying him- 
ſelf thither. 3 

Examples will not be wanting to 
prove the benefit of this preventing 
grace. The apoſtles who went down 


to Emmaus, no doubt, were well ac- 


quainted with the Jewiſh ſcriptures ; 
yet it was not till the Lord opened their 
under 
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underflandings, that they were able to 
comprehend the moſt important paſ- 
ſages relating to himſelf. The Lord, 
too, we are told in the Acts, opened 
* the heart of Lydia, that the attended 
* to the preaching of Paul.” And the 
Lord, in every age, and in every corner 
of the world, will open the heart of the 
ſincere believer, and make him wiſe 
unto ſalvation. ** Lo! I am with you 
„ alway, even unto the end of the 
„world. 

All the doctrines of the chriſtian re- 

ligion have a natural tendency to re- 

form the manners and regulate the 
paſſions of mankind. They develope a 
ſcheme of falvation which cannot be 
equalled by the utmoſt ſtretch of human 
imagination. They proclaim a God, 
the parent and benevolent promoter of 
the happineſs of man. They offer to 
us a Saviour, who was at once a ſacri- 
tice for ſin, and an enſample of godly 
life. They lead us to the knowledge 
| L 4 > 0F 
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of an holy and eſſential Spirit, whoſe 
divine. fluence invigorates the cauſe 
of chriſtianity, illuminates the under- 
ſtanding of the faithful, and diſpoſes 
them to receive with meekneſs the 
% engrafted word which is able to ſave 
e their ſoulss. 

It cannot be ue that ſo hea» 
yenly a ſyſtem eould ever have been the 
invention of man. And when the 
practice of religious virtue is added to 
religious belief, we may be ſaid, in the 
apoſtle's language, to have the witneſs 
in ourſelves : the ſpirit itſelf bearing 
* witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are 
the children of God.” 

When we confider the evidences: of 
chriſtianity in this light, we ſhall not 
wonder that not many wile men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not 
„many noble are called.” Truth lies 
within an bumble breaſt, and. repoſes | 
ſafely in a eontrite . 

In 
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In this confifts the difference between 


external and internal teſtimony. The 
principles of reafon in both cafes are 
exerted with good effect. They arrive 


at the deſired point by different roads. 


But here is the danger. In the former 
inſtance, the underſtanding is con- 


vinced without influencing the will; - 


the inclinations are drawn aſide by the 
allurements of the world, and the whole 
cauſe is loſt in the moment of victory. 
In the latter, the ſame affections which 
promoted the habit of goodneſs, pre- 
ſerve the will from falling a ſacrifice to 
perverted knowledge. The will, being 
thus confirmed by the practice of every 
chriſtian grace, reflects with double 
luſtre every beam which it has received 


from the underſtanding. The evidence 
of the truth of chriſtianity becomes 


conſiderably ſtronger, in proportion to 
the conviction that her doctrines come 


from God. The believer of external evi- 
dence may, through the divine blefling, 


find 


2 
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find the path which leadeth unto life ; 


the believer of internal evidence, ac- 


_ cording to the promiſe of the Father, 


if he place himſelf under the direction 
of the Spirit of truth, mig, (in all hu- 


mility be it ſaid,) experience that de- 


gree of certainty, which is the fruit of 
righteouſneſs. *© Many ſhall be puri- 
„ fied, and made white, and tried,” 
ſays Daniel, but the wicked ſhall do 
*« wickedly ; and none of the wicked 


hall underſtand, but the wiſe thall 


< underſtand.” 

I am aware how frequently this doc- 
trine has led to enthuſiaſtic rapture and 
fanatical devotion. But this obſerva- 


tion implies no cenſure on the profeſſion 


of the doctrine itfelf. That is the doc- 
trine of ſcripture ; it is the doctrine of 
the church. But neither ſcripture, nor 
the interpretation of ſcripture. by the 
church, countenances extravagance of 


conduct. Though founded on proper 
principles, on ſuch vccaſions the mind 


deviates 
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deviates into error. It miſtakes the 
feelings of the man, for the ordinary, 
but imperceptible influences of the 
ſpirit. © The wind bloweth where it 


** iſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 


thereof, but canſt not tell whence it 
** cometh, or whither it goeth: /o is 
© every one who is born of the ſpirit. — 
The wiſdom which is from above is 
*« firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
d eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality 
(without wrangling or contentions) 
and without hypocriſy.” 

In diſcuſſing the ſuperior importance 
of inward evidence I would not be 
thought to diſcourage the reſearches of 
the learned in developing the outward 
_ teſtimonies of the goſpel. In a polithed 
age it may be neceſſary to reſpect even 
the prejudices of the ſcholar: it may 
be neceſſary alſo ſometimes to uſe the 


ſcholar's argument m replying to a let- 


tered infidel. But the ſcholar himſelf 
: | muſt 
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* muſt be / ſatisfied how defective the 
[ acuteſt logic would be in converting 
i an uninſtructed Indian, or an unlet- 


| _ tered native of Otaheite. Nay, he will 
1 | be certain, that however his own under- 
Rlanding may be convinced by argu- 
ments of human reaſon, he will find his 
heart. unaffected, till he his made ſen- 
ſible of the benefit of a divine Teacher. 
It is he, and he alone, who performs the 
duties of his religion, that poſſeſſes an 
effectual evidence within his own breaſt, 
and can diſtinguiſh the doctrines of 
the goſpel to be the doctrines of God. 
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Ne XV. 


o his great baptiſm flock'd 
With awe, the regions round. | 
Mr TON, 


f —06— 


* 


To connect ourſelves with that ſociety 


which offers ſuch great and precions 
promiſes to the world as that of the 
chriſtian inſtitution, muſt be the great 
object, the great delight of every perſon 
whole heart is improved by contempla- 
tion. It is impoſſible to peruſe the 
early hiſtory of chriſtianity, without 
perceiving that an act of introduction 
was confidered as indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary to all thoſe who were to be ad- 
mitted into the fellowſhip of Chriſt's 


religion. Immerſion, or ſprinkling. 


with water, was that, a& of admiſſion 
which 
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which our Saviour adopted, in imita- 
tion of a ſimilar ceremony, by which 
proſelytes were admitted to all the 
privileges of the Jewiſh church. In- 
deed it appears to have been .a well- 


| known practice in our Saviour's time; 
for the Phariſees expreſs no wonder 


when they behold John baptizing with 
water, as they certainly would have 
done had it been an unuſual ceremony; 
but ſimply queſtion his authority— 
*.why baptizeſt thou then, if thou! be 
not that Chriſt :” | 
An enumeration of paſſages to 1 a4 
the neceſſity of baptiſm is needleſs ; for 
every one in the primitive church who 
received the goſpel, ſubmitted to this 
eremony, nay, flocked, for this impor- 
tant purpoſe, from all the regions round. 
With few exceptions this mode of in- 


, troduction has been practiſed in a ſuc- 


ceſſion of ages by almoſt every deſcrip- 
tion of chriſtians. Though at ſome 


per i0ds a diſcuſſion has ariſen between 
the 
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the baptiſm of infants and of adults, 
ſtill the great | neceſſity of it was ad- 
mitted by the diſputants on every ſide: 
and if it were not for the progreſs of 
ſcepticiſm on the one hand, by which 
the preſent age is juſtly ſtigmatized, and 
for the lukewarmneſs of our own pro- 
feſſors on the other, I ſhould not have 
thought it neceſſary at this tune to have 
adopted this ſubject of meditation. 
How few, alas! even of thoſe who 
bring children to the font, loch with 
awe to this great baptiſm ! They con- 
ſider it as a family feſtival—a fe/tical 
indeed 1t is, but not of diffipation. 
The eſſence of the ceremony is too fre- 
quently loſt in its formality. I know 
not a more pathetic incident than the 
baptiſm of an infant. A human being, 
with its eye juſt opening on the world, 
preſented, free from actual guilt, before 
that God who created it; dedicated to 
that Saviour, without whoſe beneyo- 
lence it had better never been born; 
receiving, 
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receiving, in ſo ſolemn a manner, the 

effuſion of that Spirit which is to direct 

its future ſteps through many a turbu- 
lent and uneaſy ſcene, offers to the 
mind a more affecting combination of 
circumſtances than any other event of 

human life. At death the race is run; 
hope and apprehenſion are equally ex- 
tin&. But thoſe who know the world, 
are ſatisfied what ſevere difficulties and 


trials the yet harmleſs infant mult ne- 


ceſſarily encounter. Let the parent, 
ſtanding by the profluent /tream*, ule 
that awful moment of prayer for his in- 
nocent babe; let the proſpect improve 
himſelf, for except we become. as little 
children, we cannot be received into 
the kingdom of heaven. In alluſion 
to theſe circumſtances under the Jewith 
diſpenſation, how impreſſive was the 
offering of the mother a pair of turtle 
e or two young pigeons ! 


* Milons 
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When we inroll- ourſelves in any 
earthly aſſociation, ſome outward. viſible 
ſign of attachment is reaſonably ex- 
peed. And ſhall we be leſs forward 
in giving an outward pledge of affec- 
tion to that Saviour under whoſe ban- 
ner it is our trueſt intereſt to inliſt, 
than in joining ourſelves to a ſociety, 
where the benefit, however great, is 
_ only: tranſient 7. So forcible did this ar- 
gument appear to the firſt writers of 
the chriſtian church, that they applied 
to the two indifpenſable ordinances of 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, the 
ſame term which the Roman foldiers 
uſed in offering their oath of allegiance 
and fidelity to their general*. In this 
ſenſe baptiſm may truly be called a /a- 
crament, an aſſurance of faithful at- 
- tachment; and as it is made aur in- 
troduction to all the great advantages 


. # Obſecrare milites ccepit, ne primi ſacramenti, quod 
e apud Domitium atque apud ſe queſtorem dixiſſent me · 
& moriam deponerent. Czfar de Bel. Civ, L. 2. - 
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promiſed and produced by the goſpel of 
Chriſt, we cannot be too thankful. for 
ſo ineſtimable a benefit. pt 
But there are thoſe who aſſert that 
' baptiſm, being an outward ceremony, 
cannot be of ſuch vaſt importance to 
mankind. If he be a believer in Chriſt 
who-makes the objection, let him ex- 
amine the nature of. baptiſm as he finds 
it repreſented. in ſcripture, and, I pre- 
. ſame, that he will ſoon have occafion 
to alter his opinion. Words cannot be 
ſtronger than theſe. Verily, verily, 
«I fay unto thee”—our Lord prefaces 
his injunction with this emphatic aſſeve- 
ration to ſhew the importance of the 
obſervation — (except a man be born, 
** of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God;“ 
the kingdom of God almoft univerſally 
ſignifies that ſyſtem of goſpel-righteoul- 
neſs which Jeſus came into the world to- 
eſtabliſh. When Peter defended his 
brethren on the day of Pentecoſt, from 
the 
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the ſneers and infinuations of a rude © 


people, his ſermon made fuch an im- 
preſſion on the multitude, that they ſaid 
to Peter and the reſt of the apoſtles, 
. * Men and brethren! what ſhall we do? 
Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you in 
< the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the re- 
miſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt—then 
they that gladly received his word 
were baptized.” Let not baptiſm 
then be thought a mere outward cere- 
mony ; for the apoſtle expreſsly de- 
clares, that the effence of baptiſm con- 
_ fiſts in the inward converfion of the 
mind; it is not the putting away of 
the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer 
f a good conſcience towards God.” 
Should it be ſaid that we may poffeſs a 
good conſcience without the ceremony 
of baptiſm; we anſwer, that it is im- 
poſſible, becauſe, in the firſt inſtance, 
we ſhould be guilty of diſobedience. 
Meg * Who- 
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WMWhoſoever believeth and is baptized,” 
faid our Saviour, ©* ſhall be ſaved. I 
ithall ſuhjoin the obſervation of a valu- 
able and ſound divine* on theſe words, 
—*© Whoſoever believeth and is bap- 
* tized, &c.” ** He joins them both 
„together. What are we to learn 
„% from hence? that Jeſus Chriſt has 
laid as great a ſtreſs upon an out- 
„ward ceremony, as he hath done 
upon an inward virtue? No; by no 
% means; but this; that the belief of 
« chriſtianity, without taking the pro- 
« feſſion of it upon us and obliging 
% ourſelves to live according to it, is 
not ſufficient. A man will, perhaps, 
tell you that he believes the hiſtory 
of our Saviour to be a true hiſtory, 


and that he hath a great eſteem for 


his. perſon, and looks upon his doc- 
„ trine as the moſt excellent, and uſe- 

75h kae and es en that was 
* archbiſhop Sharp s Works, Val, v. p. n 

ever 
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ever delivered to the world. Why 


< now this ſeems a pretty fair account 
of a man's religion in compariſon of 
< what we have from others.” The 
s gentleman that makes this confeſſion 
* of his faith is civil to our Lord Jeſus 
«© Chriſt. But yet this extremely falls 
* ſhort of what one muſt do that means 
** to have any benefit by our Saviour. 
* How great a reſpect ſoever a man 
< pretends to have for the goſpel, yet 
if he do not enter himſelf into the 
number of Chriſt's diſciples by bap- 


a tiſm, vowing all obedience to Chriſt 


*« Jeſus as his Lord and Maſter, and 


* owning his religion upon all occa- 


„ flons, and communicating in his 
** worthip and ſervice, we cannot ſay 


„ that he is a Chriſtian, though he 
may be a well-wither to chriſtianity.” 


This obſervation of the good arch- 


biſhop applies itſelf to many even of 


thoſe who have been partakers of the 


ordinance of baptiſm, but who neglect 
ef M 3 | other 
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other poſitive duties, particularly that 
of the. Lord's ſupper, equally 1 
by the author of our religion. 

If we are aſſured that we have the 
beſt reaſon for believing the goſpel, let 
us believe it effetually, by conforming 
to every ordinance that may eſtabliſh or 
confirm our faith. The goſpel is, in 
fact, a covenant between God and us; 
if we comply not with the terms of ſal. 
vation which he had the beſt right to 
enjoin, how can we expect to reap the 
beneſit which his goodneſs deſigned for 
us ? If our Saviour came into the world 
with a full commiſſion of reconciliation 
to the loſt ſons of Adam, how ſhall 
« we eſcape if we mn ſo. great ſal - 
© vation!“ a 

In this chriſtian country, by a pecu- 
liar bleſſing, we have been baptized in 
' our early youth ; by a continuation of 
the ſame bleſſing, we have been made 
acquainted by anxious parents and 

affectionate friends, with the great 
: truths 
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truths of chriſtianity. At our entrance 
into life, in our maturer years, we be- 
come reſponſible for our own conduct. 
By an uſeful and impreſſive ceremony, 
the ceremony of confirmation, the 
church points out to us that period of 
life when that reſponſibility takes place. 
Let not then the opening dawn of our 
underſtanding be clouded by diſtruſt of 
our juvenile inſtructions ; let it not be 
darkened by the intruſion of vicious 
and malignant habits. Clear and 
chearful as the ſun is the light of true 
religion: let its bright beams accom- 
pany us through the various ſtages of 
human life, and when we have fulfilled 
our appointed time, let it ſhed a golden 
luſtre on our grave. 
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Ir the religion of Chriſt be, as we 
have every reaſon to imagine, - that 
powerful principle which invigorates 
the diſpoſition of the heart, and influ- 
ences the actions of mankind, we can 


havemo heſitation in concluding that 
it is the greateſt bleſſing which was 
ever offered to the world. But whilf 
we reflect on this truth, we muſt be 


careful of indulging that favourite in- 
ference of the ſceptic, that its effects 
on ſociety are not equal to the flatter- 
ing promiſes of its votaries. To anſwer 
this objection fully, would draw us into 


an argument, which branches into a 
Nos thouſand 
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thouſand channels. It is an argument, 
however, to which an ingenuous ob- 
jector might eaſily aſſent, as it applies 
itſelf powerfully to his feelings: His 
inclination, if he be like the reſt of the 
world, I make no doubt, in many in- 
ſtances, ſtands in oppoſition to his 
practice. In this, at leaſt, he joins 
with the equally ingenuous apoſtle, and 
| I the good that I would, I 
do not, hut the evil which I wauld 

l not, that I do“. 
If we acknowledge this to be the 
caſe, we muſt dive beneath the ſurface 
for the origin of our conduct: we muſt 
fink into the heart. It is almoſt un 
neceſſary to explain what is meant by 
the heart in this ſenſe of the word. We 


muſt take expreſſions as we find them; 


and as we have been accuſtomed to 
conſider the heart as the repoſitory of 
our thoughts and inclinations, we muſt 
look there for the ſource of every plan. 
Indeed our divine Teacher himſelf refers 

| us 
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us to this fountain from whence every 
good and every evil action flows. A 
good man out of the good treafure 
« of his heart, bringeth forth that 
which is good, and an evil man out 
of the evil treaſure of his heart, 
*bringeth forth that which is evil.” 
But before any thing can be brought 
forth, it muſt be firſt placed there by 
nature or by grace. With reſpect to the 
endowments of the mind, it may fairly 
be aſſerted that they were originally 
good. It is inconſiſtent with the bene- 
volence of the Supreme Being to fup- 
poſe that he planted any principle in the 
heart of man which would prevent him 
fulfilling thoſe duties of ſociety which 
| he required. When God had finiſhed 
the whole creation, be faw every 
thing that he had made, and behold 
it was very good.” The heart of 
man, there can be no doubt, came 
under this deſcription. But as man, 
to fulfil the purpoſes of creation, was 
es” made 
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made a free agent, the operation of 


| theſe good principles was left to him- 
ſelf, That our firſt father made an ill 
uſe of this liberty, that his ſons have 
too faithfully followed his example, is 
a circumſtance ever to be deplored, 
but by no means derogates from the 
goodneſs of God, becauſe he hath pro- 
cured a way to re-inſtate the poſterity 
of Adam in the poſſeſſion of thoſe pri- 


loſt. 

On this foundation the religion of 
Jeſus ſtands ; and it is impoſſible not 
to perceive the influence which ſuch a 
religion ought to have upon the hearts 
of men. When the yirtues implanted 
by nature in the human breaſt, feel the 
reviving beams of true religion, they 
ſpread forth their leaves and flouriſh, 


and bring forth fruit abundantly ; but 


when they remain uncultivated, when 
they are ſuffered to ariſe from the 
earth uncherithed, or when the winds 

— 0 £ 8 . o f 


vileges which they had forfeited and 
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of heaven beat unkindly on their heads, 
every branch is turned aſide, and the 
fruit falls unripened to the ground. 

Select from the catalogue of moral 
virtues one which appears likely to 
benefit ſociety, and make the poſſeſſor 
happy. Conſider charity in the ordi- 
nary acceptation of the word. Under 
the influence of religion, what happy 
effects attend it on every fide ! In imi- 
tation of our. benevolent Lord, the ſick 
receive the bleſſings of medicine, the 


hungry are fed, and the diſtreſſed com- 


forted. Not content with relieving 
thoſe whom misfortune caſts in his 
way, the man of charity traverſes de- 
farts to fulfil this duty of his religion, 
and expoſes himſelf to burning funs 
and unwholeſome climates. It is his 


pride and his glory, to dive into the 


* depths of dungeons; to plunge into 
** the infections of hoſpitals ; to ſurvey 
„ the manſions of ſorrow and pain ; 
to take the gauge and dimenſions of 

| {© milery, 
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* miſery, depreſſion and contem pt; to 


remember the forgotten; to attend 
* to the neglected; to viſit the for- 
*ſaken; and to compare and collate 


the diſtreſſes of all men in all coun- 
tries x.“ No ſelfiſh view mixes itfelf 
with the practice of this virtue. Neither 
worldly wealth nor worldly honours 
excite its motions, or promote' its pro- 
greſs. Every tling is pure, every 
thing is diſintereſted. No natural 


habit, no principle of mere natural re- 


| ligion could produce ſuch extenfive 
benefits. Nature inculcates maxims 
of ſelf· preſervation: religion goes many 
a ſtep beyond it; and as ſhe travels; 
ſcatters this golden precept—** no man 
* liveth to himpelf alone.” 9 552 

Again, conſider charity as a Fan: 


as a mere principle of nature, unculti- 
vated and undirected. Where is ſhe? 


Alas! her footſteps are hardly to be 


* Burke's Character of Howard. 


found. 
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found. Savage nations have little no- 
tion of charity; and even in more ci- 
vilized ſociety, where the mind is left 
ſolely to its own directions, her exer- 
tions at beſt are but tranſitory and 


feeble. If an object of compaſſion ap- 


pears before her, ſhe turns away for, 
the may want compaſſion herſelf. But 
does the object plead ſtrongly for relief? 
| She parts with a ſmall pittance to free 
herſelf from a troubleſome petitioner : 


or, perhaps, prudence recommends a 


more plentiful affiſtance, as an hour 
may come when a plentiful return _ 
be expected. 

That charity is a diſtinguiſhing fea- 
ture of the goſpel, needs hardly -be 
repeated ; and when we caſt our eye 


over the page of hiſtory, and behold a 
liſt of the moft noble benefactors of 


mankind, we ſhall be at no loſs in per- 
ceiving the effects of religion on the 


human heart. 
| To 


MIDITaTIoNSs or A RECLUSE. 175 


Jo paſs over many other reflections, 
does not religion conſider humility as 
peculiarly her own? In the Roman or 
the Grecian ſage we look in vain for ſo 
powerful a virtue. It formed no part 
of ancient ethics, it influenced not the 
conduct of ancient heroes. But under 
the chriſtian diſpenſation what wonders 
does it accompluh ?” ** 7 take pleaſure,” 
fays St. Paul, in mfirmities, in re- 
<© proaches, in neceſſities, in perſecu- 
< tions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake : 
„for when I am weak, then am I 
« frong.” When human nature is 
moſt humbled, then is the faith of a 
Chriſtian moſt apparent ; for he reſts 
not in his own. ſtrength, but in the 
ſtrength of that God who. can infuſe 
- vigour into the feebleſt heart. True 
humility of mind, founded on the doc- 
trines of the goſpel, and arifing from a 
proper eſtimate of human life, produces 
that pure motive of conduct which 
{mooths all the roughneffes of mortal 
0 I f Ways, 
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ways, and beſtows that ſweet tranquil- 
lity which. goodneſs boſoms ever, and 
which 1s em _ . the e of 
heaven. 

But ſatisfied as we are of the truth | 
of this aſſertion, that virtue muſt dwell 
in the heart before it can be practiſed, 
it is no leſs true that good principles 
alone will not make us good men ; they 
muſt be alſo directed to a good end. 
That the religion of Chriſt is, in every 
reſpe&, calculated to effect this impor: 


tant purpoſe, is evident to every:ſerious 


inquirer ; yet even this religion has no 
force, if we content ourſelves with a 
bare knowledge of her duties, and do 


not endeayour to make her the ſupreme 


ruler of the human breaſt. Even bad 
men, ſtrange as it may appear, have 
been religious; and while they have 
violated every principle of moral duty, 


they have ſcrupulouſly attended to the 


injunctions of religion. When Charles 
the bad, 58 of N avarre, was called 
| upon 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 177 


upon to fulfil a treaty, when the con- 
ſecrated wafer was preſented to him, 
wicked as he was, he ſhuddered at the 
idea of profaning a ceremony thus ſa- 
cred, and pleaded his having broken 
his faſt, as an excuſe for having refuſed. 
the proffered ſacrament“. There was 
no hypocriſy in this buſineſs, whatever 
leaven there might be of ſuperſtition : 
and, however it may be eſteemed a 
foleciſm in morals, it is true in point of 
fact, that both wicked men and infidels 
are frequently the ſlaves of credulity. 

It is the object of religion, under the 
operation of the divine ſpirit of grace, 
to influence the heart in all its move- 
ments. The head of man may be ſtored 
with learning and knowledge, may be 
able to accompliſh works of ſkill and 
judgment, may be competent to adviſe 
even in caſes of difficulty and danger, 
yet if the heart be not right within him, 


* Gifford's Hiſtory of France, Vol. II, p. 124. 
. N a 
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every temporal qualification will be of 
no avail Teo frequently does human 
bft afford inſtances of this truth; too 
frequently are wit and wiſdom, for want 
of this 3 nn in one Common, 
uin. 

But the heart which poſſeſſes good. 
nes, poſſeſſes all that this world can 
beſtow; An explanation of the word 
cannot be given, it muſt be felt. By 
religion only, ſuch as that word ex- 
preſſes, can that ſweet peace, the conſe- 
quence of well directed inclinations, be 
acquired, by. religion only can it be en- 
jayed; not that religion which is to be 
found in forms and ceremonies; how- 
ever. effectual they may be in promo- 
ting this excellent end, but that which 
mixes itſelf with every thought and 
action, and becomes the reigning haſſton 
of the. ſoul. 


Ne XVII. 
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Ne XVII. 


They ſat them down to weep, nor only tears 

Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds worſe within 

Began to rife, high paſſions, anger, hate, 

Miſtruſt, ſuſpicion, diſcord, and ſhook ſore 

Their inward ſtate of mind; calm region once 

And full of pence, now toſt and turbulent 
Mir rox. 


As no man, for recreation, would 
prefer a walk in a tempeſt to the en- 
joyment of a ſerene evening and a 
placid ſky, fo it 1s reaſonable to ima- 
gine, that no one would willingly en- 
counter the turbulence of irregular 
appetites and inclinations, in prefer- 
ence to the calm ſenſations, and tran- 
quil pleaſures of religious virtue. If 
we conſider the nature. of man as de- 
lineated by revelation, we ſhall find 

: LE | that 
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that he is not now what he once was. 

The region which he once inhabited 
was calm and full of peace ; now, alas! 
to ſuit the purpoſes of his preſent 
condition, it is et and - turbulent. 
The paſſions which flowed gently for- 
ward, and were originally mtended to 
promote the happineſs of man, are now 
violently agitated, and in a thouſand 
inſtances are the parents of miſery. 
But let not the perverſion of theſe na- 
tural inclinations lead to a diſtruſt of 
the divine benevolence. Blind though 
we are to numerous appearances both 
in the natural and moral world, igno- 
rant of many circumſtances which puz- 
zle and perplex us, here we do not want 
an interpreter. We cannot but know, 

that an attempt to conquer the malig- 

nant paſſions, through the divine grace, 

will be attended with ſucceſs, and con- 

ſequently rewarded by Him who hath 
thus wonderfulſy conſtructed the human 

heart. 


0 — * 
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This being the acknowledged: ſtate) 
of human life, our next inquiry is, how 
this conqueſt muſt be atchieved? Aſk 
the philoſopher of modern days; he 
coldly refers you to reaſon: But expe- 
rience ſhews us the weakneſs of reaſon 
in combating the paſſions. - If reaſon 
then cannot obtain the victory, what is 
his next reſort? He plunges into all 
the mazes of inevitable neceſſity, and 
leaves the queſtion to the next ſceptic 
that will take it up.. How much more 
genial, how much more ſatisfactory 
would all his reflections have been; had 
he turned to thoſe. pages where a mer- 
ciful God unlocks his treaſures, and, in 
the perſon of perfect innocence and 
virtue, exhibits the pureſt pattern of 
unruffled temper and ſubdued inclina- 
tions! Learn of me,” ſays Chriſt, 
« for I am meek and lowly in heart, 
“and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls,” 
Reft unto your ſouls ! the very expreſ- 
ſion animates our endeavours: we are 

N 3 driven 
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driven forward by an irreſiſtible im- 
pulſe to ſeek that ſtate of tranquillity 
and peace. Chriſt in his human nature 
found it, and it was the great end of 
his appearance amongſt men to recom-. 
mend it to the world. He did not ſend: 
his hearers, for this impertant known 
ledge, to ſearch the records of paſt ages, 

or to inveſtigate the reaſoning faculties 
of man - theſe, he knew, were fallacious 
interpreters of the divine will. But he 
directs them to the ftludy of the heart ; 
he offers himſelf for their imitation, not 
in the vain-glorious language of a felf+ 
taught philoſopher, but in the ſpirit of 
lowlineſs and meekneſs, the true cha- 
racteriſtics of the religion which he: was 
then preſenting to mankind. | 

As the paſſions are ſo intimately con- 

nected with the nature of man, and in- 
deed are radically implanted in his 


L 0 breaſt, the direction of them, according 
to the original intentions of Providence, 
muſt 3 his perpetual and 


important 
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important employment. Negligence th 
this reſpect cannot but be fatal. It is 
Hke turning loofe the untamed amd fe- 


tocious animals of the defart, and 
ſpreading ruin and deſolation on every 


| Ade. But thefubjugation of theſe turbu - 


lent appetites, as far as reſpects human 
enjoyment, in ſome meaſure rewards it- 
felf; and, which is of ſtill greater im- 
portanee, produces that Happy dilpofi- 
tion of mind which anticipatts the 


Dlieſſednefs of Heaven. 


Many a treatiſe on the paſſions, la- 
boured with alt the energy of reaſon, 
has been offered to the world ; and no 
wonder ; for a regulation of the paſſions 
is univerſally acknowledged, nay, is 
_ Experimentally known, to form the 
happineſs of man; whilſt an impetu- 
ous gratification of them neceſfatily 
produces human laws and huinah 
puniſſiments, as checks to thoſe dant- 
gerous convulſions whicli rttighit other- 
wiſe enſue. That ſuch treatiſe have 
372104 N 4 not 
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not always been productive of good ef- 
fects, muſt be attributed to that radical 
defect which attends every ſyſtem that 
does not take chriſtianity for its baſis. 
The exuberance of paſſion has been, no 


doubt, repreſſed by the reaſon and re- 


flection of the wiſe. A Plato or a So- 
crates may be allowed, perhaps, in ſome 
ſenſe, to have ſubdued themſelves. But 
what muſt have been the caſe of thoſe 
who were no philoſophers? How muſt 
the ambition of uncontrouled greatneſs 
have raged! how muſt the rude beha- 
viour of ſavage life have run wild with 
barbarity! 
Peter the great, emperor of Ruſſia, 
made a law, that if any nobleman beat, 
or ill- treated his ſlaves, he ſhould be 
looked upon as an inſane man, and a 
guardian ſhould be appointed to take 
care of his perſon, and of his eſtate. 
He had one day ſtruck his chief gar- 
dener without any reaſon. The gar- 
dener, a man of great ſenſibility, was ſo 
To afflicted 
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afflicted at it, that he took to his bed 
immediately, and died in a fe days: 
Peter, hearing of this, exclaimed, with 
tears in his eyes, Alas! I have ci- 
vilized my own ſubjects, L have con- 
% quered other nations, yet I have not 
been able to civilize, ;0 or to . 
„% myſelf “. 

They are not human 2 but the 
laws of religion, which can effectually 
controul the paſſions, and civilize the 
heart. It might have been ſaid to 


Peter the great, when he tranſgreſſed 
the law which he had made himſelf, 


© Theſe ought ye to have done, and no? 
fo leave the other undone.” 

To obtain this conqueſt of a man 
over himſelf, he muſt not, like an inju- 


dicious warrior, exert a powerful army 


to gain a few unimportant provinces : 
he muſt at once march to the ſtrongeſt 
fortrels, and take n of the © caps 


* Seward's Anecdotes of aiſinguite Perſons, Sup- 
| plement. 5 
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tal. To endeavour to ſuppreſs a few 
vices only which lurk within the. folds 
of the human heart, 1s to leave behind 
an unconquered country which will 
haraſs and diſconcert the ſchemes of 
the aſſailants. It is the whole nature 
of man which muſt be brought into 
ſubjection. And this, under the preſent 
eircumſtances of human life, can only 
be effected by religion. 
This obſervation may be contend 
as univerſally true, becauſe there is no 
other principle which equally applies 
itſelf to the different orders and diſtinc- 
tions of men. The high and the low, 
the learned and the illiterate, as Paul 
and Barnabas obſerved to the people of 

Lyſtra, are men of like paſſions with one 
another. Some univerſal law, there- 
fore, it is likely would be applied by 
the great author of our common na- 
ture, to regulate and improve them. 
This law is revealed by the goſpel, 
and is communicated to every child of 
PE man 
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man by the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Even the Lawgiver himfelf was made 

fubject to the affections of human na- 


ture, that be might ſhew us how to 


apply them with n to the hu- 
man ſoul. e 

But that which waders — * 
perior to all other motives in the con- 
queſt of the paſſions is, that it is not 
fubject to the imbeeility or indecifion 
of reaſon. We are no longer at liberty 
to indulge fome paſſions, while ve dif- 
card others; to cheriſh feelings at the 
expence of morality; to love the: of 


fence while we deteſt the offender. No-. 
The word of God is quick and power- 


ful, and ſharper than any two-edged 


** ſword, piercing even to the dividing 
* aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the 


joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the 
© heart.” The declarations of ſcripture 


are expreſs and infallible ; they will the 


| falvation of all mankind, and they 
Ts point 
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point out the true method to accom- 
plith it. The religion of: Chriſt carries 
conviction ' with it; and whilſt it ſub- 
dues every irregular | inclination, it 
nouriſhes thoſe finer feelings of the 
ſoul which prove its alliance with a 
more perfect ſtate of exiſtence. 

Men of every character and of every 
degree of information, may, under the 
influence of religion, learn the true uſe 
of life, and include, in one comprehen- 
ſive view, the whole compaſs of their 
duty. They may acquire a knowledge 
of more importance than all the ſchools 
can teach ; a knowledge, in which the 
meaneſt ſervant of Chriſt has greatly 
the advantage of the acuteſt philo- 
ſopher. 


Ne XVIII. 
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Ne XVIII. 


How happy is he born and taught, 

That ſerveth not another's will; 
Whoſe armour is his honeſt thought, 

And ſimple truth his utmoſt {kill ! 


Mpoſe paſſions not bis maſters are 


This man is freed from ſervile hands 
Of hope to riſe, or fear to fall; 
Lord of himſelf, tho' not of lands; 

And having nothing, yet hath all, ' 


Six Henay WoTToON 


Tur conſciouſneſs of ſelf-command is 
that point of human conduct after 
which the man of virtue willingly 
aſpires. The advantages which accrue 
to him who is lord of himſelf, both with 
reſpect to this life and the next, render 
this conqueſt an object of the utmoſt 
importance. The difference between 

| two 


* 
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two men of oppoſite principles in ſo- 


ciety, originates in this diſtinction; the 
one endeavours to ſubdue every tumul- 
tuous paſſion as it riſes, the other gives 


the rein to its unbounded gratification. 


The latter of theſe characters therefore 
approaches to the lawleſs irregularities 
of ſavage life, the former to the perfec- 
tion of moral and religious conduct. 
Self-enjoyment is the expectation of 


both, but they purſue different methods, 
and arrive at different concluſions. A 


proper coercion of our natural inclina- 
tions, then, however inimical it may 
ſeem to the happineſs of man, appears 
to be the firſt ſtep towards accompliſh- 
ing this defirable end. 

An unprejudiced exertion of the ra- 
tional faculties may affiſt us in arriving 
at this truth, but nothing ſhort of reli- 
gion can aſſure us that our labour will 
not be in vain. As reaſon could not 
explain to us the degeneracy of human 
nature, fo reaſon of itlelf could not re- 

inſtate 
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inſtate us in the poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
privileges with which man was origi- 
nally inveſted. It is this difference 
between man in a paradiſaical ſtate, as 
it may be called, and man in a ſtate of 
probation, which makes coercion neceſ- 
ſary in the government of the paſſions: 
It has been ſaid, ſays a philoſopher “, 
in the proper ſenſe of the word, that 
© a life of virtue is a life of mortifica- 
« tzon and warfare, And nothing is 
more true; notwithſtanding that, 
* upon the whole, ſuch a life muſt be 
* moſt happy. The nature of man is 
«© miſerably corrupted. Criminal paſ- 
* ſions crave indulgence; and it re- 
© quires great efforts to reſiſt them: 
criminal habits muſt be overcome ; 
© and this is a work of long and diffi- 
{© cult labour. Things, that by their 
„ agreeable qualities attract our notice, 
* and engage our liking, often prove 


* Beatie's Elements of Moral Science, Vol. II, p. 25. 
9 | © a ſnare; 
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& a ſhare; and it requires inceſſunt 
e watchtulneſs to keep aloof from them, 
* or, when they fall in our way, to 
< prevent them gaining on our affec- 
« tions. The beſt men fall into tranſ- 
„ preflion, which in a good man is al- 
| © ways followed by repentance ; and 
| | „ repentance, though moſt ſalutary in 
| its effects, is attended with great 
* c anguith of mind. How many dangers 
| | and diſippointments muſt they en- 
«© counter who engage in active life! 
Vet ſuch a lite is incomparably hap- 
« picr than ſecurity with idleneſs. Even 
6e ſo, virtue may be a warfare, but it is, 
upon the whole, happy as well as 
© honourable, and never fails to be 
5 ownod with gh and eternal 
= Peace. 
It is impoſſible to DOSY the New 
Teſtament without being ſatisfied how 
far religion is concerned in governing 
the irregular inclinations. Adopting 
this principle, the human mind, ever 
| prone. 
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_ prone to extremes, has ſometimes been 


hurried into an oppoſite conduct ; and, 
under the pretence of religious mortifi- 
cation, has endured the preſſure of ſu- 
perſtitious and dangerous auſterities. 
But nothing leſs than this is expected 


by true religion. Are theſe the bene- 
volent doctrines of the goſpel? Are 
theſe the mild reſtraints of chriſtianity? 


Are thefe the. kind corrections of a 


parent? We ſhould remember that it is 


not the will of the Author of nature to 


. eradicate, but to regulate, the paſſions 


of men. For the beſt of purpoſes they 
were implanted in our breaſt, for the 
beſt of purpoſes they remain there ſtill. 
Expel them from the ſphere of hu- 
manity, and you remove a powerful 
motive to fulfil the ends of creation. 
But arrange them according to the 
will of God, produce them under the 
reſtrictions of the goſpel, and you open 


5 of happineſs which divine bene-_ 


volence intended us to enjoy. 
O 1 
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It is not mere abſtract pam which 
can ever be pleaſing to a God of good- 
neſs. He deſires not the ſackcloth of 
the Anchorite, nor the crook of the 
Gentoo. If we would truly pleaſe him 
we muſt work conviftion in our heart, 
as well as mortification in our actions: 
if we abſtain from pleaſure, it muſt be 
for the ſake of ſome ſuperior good; if 
we ſubmit to ſyffering, it muſt be for 
the fake of duty. If ye, through 
© the ſpirit, do mortify the nN of 

„the body, ye ſhall live.“ 
When we conſider chriſtianity in this 
light, it will ſtand fully acquitted of all 
ſeverity of doctrine, or auſterity in prin- 
ciple. True it is, that by a due appli- 
cation of the paſſions themſelves, by 
exciting our hopes and alarming our 
fears; the reſtrains our hand from the 
work of wickedneſs; but this is a kind 
of wWholeſome diſcipline, a diſcipline 
which, **delivers us Anois: the E 
07 £23 bn! ket ne ut 
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of. corruption to the glorious liberty 
doof the children of God. 

The means offered by religion for 
ruling the human breaſt, are as exalted 
in their kind as they are important in 
their conſequences. Love, deſire and 
nope are put in motion; not to diſtract 
the heart of man, but to place it on 
one great object of affection: to direct 
him how to enjoy ſuch good as God is 
pleaſed to beſtow, but at the ſame time 
to inform him, that he muſt love no- 
thing but what he loves, deſire nothing 
but what he deſires, hope for nothing 
beyond his favour. Theſe paſſions are 
regulated by the gentle influence of 
that Spirit whoſe operations ſuggeſt the 
thoughts and direct the actions of the 
good chriſtian. Controuled too, by the 
ſame Spirit, are all his tumultuous incli- 
nations. Do the ſeeds of anger and re- 
ſentment reſide within his breaſt? They 
are turned uvon his own. offences. Is 
Om fourd there? It becomes only 

©. 2 an 
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an hatred' of ſin. © Are grief and fear 
there? They are mellowed by a belief 
-of the mercies of God, and the promiſes 
of a Redeemer to wipe away the falling 
tear from the eye of penitential ſorrow. 
Happy the man whoſe paſſions flow 
in obedience to reaſon, and whoſe habits 
are all derived from the influence of re- 
ligion. Unknown to him are the la- 
bour and ſeverity of conqueſt: un- 
known to him the reſtleſs perturbations 
of a troubled conſcience. ' En grafted 
in his heart are thoſe principles which 
ſpread ſerenity around him, and which 
even here afford him a taſte of thoſe 
exquiſite ſenſations which can alone 
be perfected in heaven. But to attain 
this diſpoſition of mind, conſtant watch- 
fulneſs and never ceaſing prayer are in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary. It is the grace 
of God only, that peculiar bleſſing of 
the goſpel; which brings forth theſe 
beneficial effects. Without it nature 
may ſtruggle but it will not conquer; 
* : our 
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our paſſions may riſe, but alas! when 
will they ſubſide? 7 
There is no man living wii ſees not 
= neceſſity of ſubduing his irr egular 
inclinations. Let there be no man 
living who attempts not to obtain the 
victory. Heavenly help is always at 
hand; but unleſs we pray for it with an 
earneſtneſs adequate to its importance, 
we have no right Or reaſon to expect 
it. * Aſk for it then, and ye ſhall 
<« have, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock 
„and it ſhall be opened unto you.” 
This inſpired knowledge ſhall -be worth 
all your ſearch; it will improve every 
faculty of your body, and bring com- 
fort to your ſoul; it will refine the oor- 
ruption of your nature and fſpiritualize 


your affections; it will teach you tile 


true value of life, and open a proſpect 
of everlaſting glory. This knowledge it 
is which finiſhes the character of tlie 
chriſtian; and when it has incorpo- 
rated itſ elf into the receſſes of his heart; 

O 3 and 
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and become, as it were a part of his 
exiſtence, then it is that he feels all the 
benefits of a revealed Saviour, and ac- 
quires an exquiſite reliſh for the true 
pleaſures of religion. 110 5) 
* Set your | affeQions: on things 
* above, not on things on the earth. 
„ Mortify your members which are 
upon the - earth; fornication, un- 
* cleanneſs, inordinate affection, evil 
* conenpiſcence, and covetouſneſs, 
* which is idoldtry: for which things 
* ſake the wrath of God cometh on 
the children of ' difobedienco. In 
the which ye allo walked ſometime, 
„ hen ye lived in them. But now 
you alſo put off all theſe; ; anger, 
«wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy com- 
munication out of yaur mouth. Lie 
not one to another, ſeeing that ye 
have put off the old man with his 
«deeds; aud have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge 
«after the 1 image of Him that created 


vs, lum.“ 


N' XIX. 
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He that has light within his own clear breaſt 
_ May ſit i'th* centre and enjoy bright day: 
But he that hides a dark ſoul and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid-day ſun ; . 
Himfelf is his own dungeon. | 
8 . 5 | Ma Tox, 25 


Ir is not conſiſtent with feaſon to 
ſuppgſe, that that principle which was 
ſent from heaven to make men happy, 
ſhould be unſucceſsful in the attempt; 
but that, in all reſpects, the effect 
ſhould be correſpondent to the impor- 
tance of the cauſe. Whoſoever ſtudies 


the revealed will of God, and conſiders 


how effectually it provides for all the 
wants of men, ſpiritual as well as tem- 
poral, will be at no loſs to eſtimate the 
| value of that influence which religion 
9 E 
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poſſeſſes over their hearts and diſpoſi- 
tions. If it be the property of religion 
to allay the turbulence of our natural 
paſſions, and not only reſtrain thoſe 
animal propenſities which are ſo dan- 
gerous to human life, but reduce them, 
from the condition of rebels to that of 
faithful and obedient ſubjects, we may 
look for ſtill further fruits, and expect 
perſonal enjoyment to be promoted, as 
far as our nature is Capable of receiving 
it. And promoted indeed it is; for he 
that bears within, his breaſt the efful- 
gence of religious wiſdom, whoſe prin- 
ciples are ſound; and whoſe actions, al- 
lowing 4 for the frailty of man, are irre- 
proachable, may ſit in the darkeſt corner 
of the earth, and enjoy the clear and 
calm ſunſhine. of conſcious integrity. 


| «& Virtue could ſee to do what virtue would 
age” By her own radiant light, though ſun and moon 
1 Were in the flat ſea funk,” — i, 5 
p Fo M1LTONs 
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Virtue, by which I mean that habit f 
active goodneſs which flows from the 
pure principle of religion, poſſeſſes all 
thoſe advantages which the generality 


of mankind deſire. If happineſs is ever 
found it muſt be here. If life is ever 
enjoyed. unmixed with'corroding cares 
and tormenting Tolicitudes, it muſt be 
by him, the diſpoſitions of whoſe mind 
glide calmly forward, under the influ- 

ence of the ſpirit of divine love. I 


Lord, he that followeth me ſhall not 


„walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
light of life.“ Can any one doubt 

but that the light of life is the fruit of 
the Spirit? And * the fruit of the Spi- 
„ rit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 

„ gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
„ temperance.“ In contemplating theſe 
amiable qualities of the human mind 
_ we have arrived at that point, to which 
chriſtianity directs her warmeſt mflu- 
ence. It is here lhe reſts the evidence 

” | of 


* 
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of her truth. It is here the diſplays 
that degree of excellence which con- 
founds her enemies and captivates her 
votaries. It is here. alſo that the af- 
fords a glimpſe of thoſe heavenly diſpo- 
| fitions which diſtinguith the heatified 
gr et oats, TY 
A reverſe of this picture will greatly 
| eie eg the argument. Vice not 
only appears, but is hideous. A mid- 
day ſun cannot brighten the dark ſoul 
and fort thoughts of the wicked man. 
If he behold the ſplendor of that eye of 
the world, it is only to tell him how he 
hates xis beams. Every habit of his 
mind is gloomy, _ « Himſelf is his own 
dungeon. © If a man walk in the 
* night he ſtumbleth, becauſe there is 
4 no light in him: he that walketh in 
* darkneſs knoweth not whither he 
; *t, goeth. ed | | 
But ĩt is a true ſenſe of W which 
recovers a man from this melancholy 
and dejection, from this miſery and 
22 ** 
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deſpair. 'It never was intended by the 
Author of all goodneſs to. make his 
worſhip a painful ſervice. If ſeverity 
be requiſite, it is only to be uſed-as a 
medicine for the ſoul, as a reſtorative 
to thoſe joys which are the proper fruits 
of a religious life. When gloom and 
diſſatisfaction ſhew themſelves in the 
countenance of one who calls himſelf a 
Chriſtian, believe that he has miſtaken 
the object of his devotion, and inſtead 
of a kind and benevolent miſtreſs, falls 
proſtrate before an inflexible and un- 
feeling tyrant. For ſuch, indeed, is 

ſuperſtition. But the religion of the 
goſpel is far different in her injunctions. 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs. 
The kingdom of God confiſteth in 
e righteouſneſs, and pence 1 Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt.” | 

Natural difpoſition will, ain 
ſometimes prevail too much over a 
mind well diſpoſed to religion. Timi- 
dity and fear will ſometimes ſhake the 
nerve, 
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nerve, and cloud the proſpects, even of 
good men. But they owe not theſe 
feelings to religion. Where they do 
not originate in diſtemper, the energy 
of a good mind, influenced by the be- 
nignant ſpirit of grace, will riſe ſupe- 
tiar to theſe. impreſſions ; and will ſay 
with the apoſtle I can do. all things 
trough Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth 
me. A celebrated writer on the 
* fide of ſcepticiſm and irreligion, in a 

* hDKE publiſhed, ſince his death, to 
*© xecommend atheiſm to the world, has 
5 heen. pleaſed to fay, that all the de- 
„vont perſons he had ever ſeen were 
I melancholy. This,“ ſays the good 
biſhop Horne“, might very Poſſibly 
be; for in che firſt place, it is moſt 
likely that he ſaw very few, his friends 
and acquaintance being of another 
*+ fort. ; and ſecondly, the fight of m 
e would make a devout perſon melan- 
_ *©choly at any time.“ 


„ Horne's Diſc, Vol. III. p. 96. 


15 
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If we examine the lives of thoſe good 
men whoſe hiſtories adorn the annals 
of the chriſtian church, we ſhall find 
that chearfulneſs invariably formed 2 
diſtinguiſhing featurè in their charac- 
ter. I ſpeak not of thoſe dark and 
melancholy men, who cloathed their 


religion in a different dreſs, I leave 


Bruno to his La Trappe, and Syineon 


Stpylites to his pillar. But I revere the 


joyful aſpects of many venerable diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, who have in every age, 
ſince the eſtabliſhment- of chriſtianity; 
thewn themſelves the chearful worſhip- 
pers of a gracious God. Let all 


*« thoſe,” fays David, who put their 


© truſt in tee, rejoice ; let them ever 


*« ſhout for joy, becauſe thou defendeſt 


them; let them alſo "_ love. 1 
name be Joyful in thee.” - 8 

For this reaſon, a good: Chriſtian 
. ought to be the beſt tempered, as well 


as the moſt chearful perſon in the 


world. The doctrines of his religion, 
which 


4 

7 
| 

5 

10 

| 

f 

ö 


n ("ns * - % 
% — * WL . n * , 
{Io I N x * — 
——— — — an OE ů ——— RG on ens to, 3 wg 


206 MEDITATIONS-OF A RECLUSE 
which 'inculcate - devotion - towards 
God, enjoin benevolence towards men. 
Though it is poſlible for even a good 
man to be overcome by a fretful con- 


5 duct, yet he ſhould remember that it is 


a blemiſh in any character; and that 
he ſhould endeavour to produce in him- 
ſelf a peaceable, candid, affectionate, 
and humane frame of mind; that the 


general turn of his thoughts ſhould be 


placid, and the bent of his behaviour 
chearful. Let the habitually ill-na- 
tured meaſure themſelves by this rule; 
and let them feel that they depart from 


the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, in the 


ſame proportion as they approach to 
an ungenial moroſeneſs, or an unfor- 
giving malignity of diſpoſition. 

A philoſopher of modern days“, fome 


of whoſe private letters have lately been 
made public, ſtrongly recommends, and 


upon this principle, this amiable diſpoſt- 
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tion of mind In a letter to his ſiſter, 
written at an early age, he ſays, 1 
believe it will neither be an uſeleſs 
** nor falſe obſervation, that whatever 
«a young perſon applies himſelf to at 
* firſt is commonly his. delight after- 
% wards: what I argue from hence is, 
that if you and I perform our duty 
* to God, our neighbour, , and our- 
4 ſelves, as well as human. infirmity 
will admit, and at all other times be 
<« diſcreet, active, and chearful,; we ſhall 
receive more ſatisfaction than the 
e moſt voluptuoys and delicate per- 
* fon, and it will be'infinitely to our 
6 advantage in this world and the en- 
<< ſuing eternity.“ He begins his let- 
ter with, *Behave yourſelf chearfully 
« and briſkly at all times; he ends it, 
„ Obſerve I recommend cheerfulneſa 
and quicknels to you. nd again, 
he ** at a later N of hai L 


THT... ; 


* ener b of aitinguited Fecha, Supplement. 


cc ſtudy 


r 


* nm —— N _ 
* - wy 9 a — 
- Aa s bt 
— 2 ———Sß ͥ q —— Ao. . 5 3 
* 
1 a>. ; 08 9D, 
* 


bc 


: * 

g l > 9 N "I 3 
— cs N. ee BI 
- * " 1 * ＋ 


Ll 


— 
_ 


208 MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSFE. 


« ſtudy much harder than ever 1 did, 
% and am much more cheerful and 


e happy my chief ſtudies are upon 


< religious ſuhjects, and eſpecially upon 
* the true meaning of the Bible. I 
„cannot expreſs. to you what inward 
< peace and ſatisfaction theſe contem- 


„ plations afford me: you remember 


1 how much T was overcome with ſu- 
« perſtitious fears when I was very 
„young; I thank God that he has at 
*laſt brought me to à lively ſenſe of 
* his infinite goodneſs and mercy to all 
4 Tm: ereatures, and. that I ſee it both 

in all his works) and in my page 


ET "PHIL Kit in 


It is 3 importance to- the pre- 


ſent age that religion be recommended 


to it with a cheerful aſpect. I would 
not, by* this expreſſion, countenance, 


eben in the flighteſt manner, thoſe 
looſe- prinet ples of religion, too com- 


monly received in theſe degenerate 


t which may be thoight recon- 


cileable 
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cileable with a free life: but J allude to 
| thoſe genuine duties which the goſpel 

requires, duties unencumbered with ſu- 
perſtition on the one hand, and ſuffi- 
ciently guarded from licentiouſneſs on 
the other. It is thus, and thus only, 
that the world can be recovered from 
its preſent diſordered ſtate ;. thus only 
that thoſe halcyon days may be ex- 
pected when peace, religious and civil 
peace, ſhall again reviſit the earth, and 
prepare the way for a kin gdom: of ever 
laſting happineſs. 

It is reported to have bem ſaid by a 
French emigrant of high diſtinction, 
that it is our religion which has hi- 
therto, under God, preſerved this coun- 
try amidit the wreck of nations. May 
we prove ourſelyes deſerving of ſo emi- 
nent a compliment! May we properly 
appreciate the eſtabliſhment of chriſti- 

anity under which we reſide; for ſurely, 


® Robiſon's Proofs of Conſpiracy, p. 456. 
EP a more 
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a more pure, moderate, and, as a mo- 
tern writer“ ſtyles it, cheerful church, 
few countries can produce. 
Think not, (I conclude in the 
words of the ſame author ,) that re- 
* ligion will deſtroy your cherrfulneſs. 
% No; it will promote it. Nothing 
gives ſo fine ſpirits as a clear con- 
e ſcience; a boſom that feels the fatis- 
faction of having diſcharged its dw- 
ties to God and man. Then recrea- 
tion and harmlefs pleaſure are truly 
« delightful. The ſweet, in ſuch cir- 
© cumſtances, is without bitter; the 
+ role without a thorn; the honey 
** without a ſting. I have ever recom- 
** mended a cheerful religion; becauſe. 
Hall religion was certainly PER to 
* make men happy.” 


* Knox' s Chriſtian Phitoſophyy p. 274+ 
1 Ibid. p. 389. 
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— For th' attentive mind, 

By this narmenlous action on her powers, 

Becomes herſelf harmonious ; wont fo oft 

In outward things to meditate the charm 

Of ſacred order, ſoon the ſeeks at home 

To find a kindred order, to exert 

Within herſelf this elegance of long, 
This fair inſpired delight : her temper'd powers 
| Refine at length, and every paſſion wears 

A chaſter, milder, more attractive mien. | 
TE ht g ' AKENSIDE. 


_—— 


A rnraukvr contemplation of the 
fineſt models of art, a frequent obſer- 
vation of the beauties of nature, a fre- 
quent and attentive peruſal of the writ- 
ings of the moſt elegant and eminent 
icholars, produce in man that high 
reliſh of the mind, which is diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of 7taffe. The 

| P'2 poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of this quality is the ſource 
of a thouſand intellectual pleaſures. 
Wherever his eye turns, his heart is 
delighted— EO 


« Still new beauties meet his lonely walk, 
& And loves unfelt attract him. 


If his heart ſtands in the right place 
within his breaſt, the impreſſion made 
by the ſeveral objects of his contempla- 
tion will be ſtrong and laſting. 'The 
harmony. which he beholds in nature 
will communicate itſelf to his thoughts. 
His meditation on the charms of orden 
will induce him to “ ſeek at home, to 
** tind a kindred order; and the pro- 
motion of virtue may ſpring from ſo 
well cultivated an imagination. 

At has been often oblerved, ” ſays a 
learned and ingenious artiſt“, that 
« the good and virtuous man can alone 
** acquire a true or Juſt reliſh even of 


„ 
* Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Piſc. 7. 
| 7G „ works 
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„works of art. This opinion will not 
appear entirely without foundation, 
„hen we conſider that the ſame habit 
f mind which is acquired by our 
ſearch after truth in the more ſerious 
„duties of life, is only transferred to 
< the lighter amuſements. The ſame 
«* diſpoſition, ' the ſame deſire to find 
© ſomething ſteady, ſubſtantial and du- 
& rable, on which the mind can lean, 
<< as it were, and reſt with ſafety, actu- 
© ates us in both caſes. The ſubje&t 
only is changed. We purſue the 
© ſame method in our ſearch after the 
cc idea of beauty and perfection in each; 
of virtue, by looking forwards beyond 
ourſelves to ſociety, and to the whole; 
« of arts, by extending our views in 
c the ſame manner to all ages and all 
times.“ | Eb 
Theories of this nature no doubt are 
beautiful and pleaſing, but if we really 
with for thoſe enjoyments of the mind 
which neither the breathing marble, 
2 the 
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the column, or the arch cam beſtow, we 
muſt praceed one ſtep further, and con- 
template the beauty and harmony of 
that reyealed religion which alone adds 
tranquillity to life, and gives indeed to 
every paſſion, © a chaſtex, milder, more 
attractive mien.” The mere beauty 
of virtue is. deluſive; ve may admire 
the features without imitating the aſ. 
pe, The beauty of religion is more 
impreſſive. We cannot behold the mo- 
tives of chriſtianity without wiſhing to 
tranſplant each amiable and alluring 
grace into our own baſom. And fo 
accommodating is the principle of reli- 
gion to the wants and withes of man- 
kind, that no one ever yet ſupplicated 
her help in vain. 

The univerſal influence of this prin- 
ciple is one argument of its truth. We 
' fee the philoſopher of nature building 
ſyſtems of imaginary virtue, and exert- 
ing every energy of his mind to reform 
the world. But * beauty! of his far 


bric 
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bric is ſoon deformed by fluttuating 
opinion and actual tranſgreſſion. Havy- 
ing brought his difeiple to this point, 
he leaves him to extricate himſelf as 
well as he is able: The diſciple, poſſeff- 
ing no knowledge but what he derived 
from an inſuffirient maſter, falls a ſacri- 
fice: to his imperfect leſſons. On the 
cantrary; the chriftian philoſopher 
places his inſtruction upon firmer 

ground. Though well qualified to me- 
ditate. on the charms of order; though 
revobving in his mind the natural 
beauty of virtue, he draws his pictures 
from a more perfect model than that 
of nature He looks on man as he 
is formed by grace; he therefore ſtudies 
his character and perfections who re- 
vealed himſelf to the world for this 
purpoſe, and who, to make his ap- 
pearanee more effectual to the falvation 
of all men, became a propitiatory fa- 

crifice for ehe offences of mankind. 
- P4 It 


216 MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 


It is the influence of religion on the 
heart, on the diſpoſition of the mind, 
on the general habits of the man in 
every deſcription of human life, which 
produces that true content and happi- 
neſs, that peace of ſoul and tranquillity 
of ſpirit, which is the earneſt wiſh, the 
importunate prayer of every Chriſtian. 
And can we doubt the efficacy of this 
principle, if we conſider, for a moment, 
what is promiſed by the goſpel, and 
what is experienced by the believer ? 
What indeed was the awful legacy of 
the Author of our religion, and how 
have we received it? “Peace I leave 
„with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto- 
you.“ It is ſpiritual peace, it is 
man's peace with God and with his 
own conſcience, which produces thoſe 
ſenſations of comfort, which paſs all 
underftanding, and anticipate the plea- | 
ſures of a more perfect ſtate of exiſtence. 
FE The 


ME DITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 217 
The reliance of man on his own 
powers for rectitude of life, a favourite 


principle of thoſe who ſtudy only the 


religion of nature, offers a mere ſhadow 
of peace. A ſudden impulſe of paſſion 


deſtroys his integrity, and he knows not 


how to re-inſtate the dignity of his na- 


ture in the favour of the Author of his | 


being. But it is the happineſs of a 
Chriſtian to poſſeſs a never-failing 


| ſource of comfort: this is, the aſſur- 


ance of his reſtoration to ſpiritual life 
by that Saviour, who © his own ſelf 
bare our fins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to ſin ſhould 


live unto righteouſneſs, by whoſe 


* ſtripes we were healed.” Under this 
goſpel aſſurance, our peace is made with 


God, and our ſoul remains in tranquil- 
lity. © Being juſtified by faith we have 


© our peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By whom alſo 
% we have acceſs by faith into this 
grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoice 

i cc in 
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<« jn hope of the glory of God. And 
not only ſo, but we glory in tribulas 
„ tions alſo, knowing that tribulation 
©© worketh patience; and patience. ex- 
© perience; and experience hope; and 
hope maketh [us] not aſhained [of 
gur ſufferings as if they were vain] 
* becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad 
© in our hearts by the * Ghoſt 
* which is given unto us.” 

Henee then ſprings that peace of 
ſoul, which gilds the days of the good 
man with happines. Aitured of a re- 
ſtoration to divine favour through the 
benevolent, merits and infinite love of 
an heavenly deliverer, he feels a trans- 
formation of heart which raiſes him 
above thoſe caſualties which diſturb the 
tranquillity of worldly men. Secure 
in his hope, confirmed in his faith, he 
makes charity the rule of all his actions, 
and becomes poſſeſſed of that greateſt 
of all bleſſings, a religious mind. 
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Here we have no picture, of ſpecula- 

tive goodneſs. Peace of ſoul implies 
not indolence and inaction; it reſts not, 
ſatisfied with contemplation, but ex- 
pands itſelf into every branch of chriſ- 
tian duty. How delightful are thoſe 
ſenſations which ariſe from a trne ſenſe 
of, religion! The eye is pleaſed with: 
every object from whence inſtruction 
may be drawn, and the heart rejoices at. 
the proſpect of immortality. We be- 
hold the race of men with tenderneſs; 
we conſider them as fellow-heirs of eter- 
nal glory, and are in all reſpects as 
ready, as alert, to do them good, as we 
are to ſuccour and to comfort ourſelves. 
This benevolence of heart raiſes all na- 
ture into importance. 


« Not a breeze 
66 Flies 0'er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The ſetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain 
& From all the tenants of the warbling ſhades - 
„ Aſcends, but whence his boſom can partake 
« Freſh pleaſure unreproved “. 


* Akenfide's Pleaſures of the Imagination. 


Poſſeſſed 


— 
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Poſſeſſed of this internal peace, the 

earth exhibits to our view ſomething 

more than a fteril-promontory. It is a ; 


fruitful and luxuriant landſcape. We 
| ſee the chain of love with which the 


God of nature connects all his crea- 
tures. We are charmed with thoſe feel- 
ings refſected on our ſouls by a ray of 
his divinity. We endeayour to imitate 
the ſpotleſs perfection of our great 
Creator: we are encouraged to do ſo 
by the book of glad tidings, and by 
the image of himſelf which beamed 
upon the world in the perſon of Jeſus 


5 Chriſt. 


ve feal within ourſelves 
« His energy divine : he tells the heart, 
“% He meant, he made us to behold and love 
e What he beholds and loves, the general orb 
« Of life and being ; to be great like him 
&« Beneficent and active. Thus the men 
„„ Whom nature's works can charm with God himſelf 
„ Hold converſe; grow familiar, day by day, 
« With his conceptions, act upon his plan, 
* And form to his the reliſh of their ſouls,” 


When 
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When the eſſence of religion is thus 
incorporated with the heart of man, 
we ſee before our eyes a different being 
from that which nature, independent 
of this principle, preſented to us, In- 
ſtead of boiſterous and tumultuous paſ- 
ſions, behold righteouſneſs and peace! 
Inſtead of wars and fightings, ſee | gen- 
tleneſs and joy. This is not an imagi- 
nary contraſt. Chriſtianity every where 
aſſures us of its truth, Its principles 
tend directly to this delightful point, 
and ſometimes, alas! but ſometimes, 
we behold it realized. That this con- 
duct is not general, ſhould be no diſ- 
couragement to attempt it. Every ad- 
vrance towards it brings its own com- 
farts with it. It is “a tree of life to 
„them that lay hold upon it, and 
++ happy is every one that retaineth it.“ 

To poſſeſs a mind thus tempered by 
the pure ſpirit of the goſpel, is to ex- 
perience all the enjoyments which no- 
thing but ſuch a poſſeſſion can beſtow. 

| Internal 
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Internal peace comprehends every bleſ- 
ſing, and is not to be ruffled by the 
contentions of the world. Public quar- 
rels ſuch a character will avoid, as the 
general diſturbers of the earth; and he 
will keep himfelf free from private ani- 
moſities, as not only evil in themſelves, 
but the root and origin of a thouſand 
other evils. His converſation is in hea- 
ven : his thonghts are turned towards 
his Maker from the dawn of the morn- 
ing to the laſt and deepeſt ſhade of the 
evening. Every inward meditation 
confirms his heart in goodneſs, and 
every proſpect of the world opens his 
ſenſibilities to all his fellow-creatures, 
Such the man whom the Lord delighteth 
ts honour. He converſes in the world, 
for the world's bencfit, and his own ; 
but is neither entangled by its pleaſures 
nor ſeduced by its vices. He treads 
among dangers; but as he knows on 

whom he has believed, neither is his 
confidence ſhaken, nor his peace de- 
| „ ſtroyed. 
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ſtroyed. For his attentive mind, his 


mind fully bent upon all the harmonies 


of religion, Becomes itſelf harmonious ; 
and he, in the language of St. Paul, 
„with open face beholding as in a 
*« olaſs, the glory of the Lord, is 
changed into the ſame image [with 
him] from glory to glory, even as by 
the ſpirit of the Lord.?“ 


ww ” — 
—.— — * 
* +. 
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20 oy Ne XXI. 


| — And wiſdom's ſelf 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired ſolitude ; 
Where, with her beſt nurſe, contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various buſtles of refort 
Were all to ruffled, and ſometimes impair' d. 
Mir rox. 


Wurvx the mind of man is fully im- 
preſſed with the neceſſity of attaining 
divine wiſdom, it becomes an object of 
no common ſolicitude to inquire, how 
this important point is to be accom- 
pliſhed. Too long accuſtomed to ex- 
patiate in the fields of diſſipation, and 
to direct every energy to the gratifi- 
cation of momentary pleaſures, the 


* All to entirely, Warton. 


thoughts 
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thoughts are too unſettled to reſt at 
once in that tranquillity, which opens 
the path to ſo defirable a companion as 
contemplation. If we look down upon 
the world from the elevation of a calm 
retreat, it is like viewing the ocean 
from the point of a promontory : the 
waves riſe and fall; they recede with 
the wind, or the tide; then return in 
| tempeſts, and foam over the projecting 
rock. 'The avocations of mankind, 
now agitated by contending paſſions, 
now hurried by the tumults of buſineſs, 
naturally recall this image to the mind. 
And if we add, the perpetual diftrac- 
tions of what are falſely called amuſe- 
ments; the various and tormenting 
phantoms which float from one place of 
public reſort to another; what can we 
conclude from fo tumultuous a proſpe&, 
but that the earth, as well as the ſea, 
is ſubject to a violent and reſtleſs agi- 


tation? 
1 2 „Where 
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Where, then, we may aſk, ſhall 
© wiſdom be found? and where is the 
place of underſtanding » Man know- 
eth not the price thereof, neither is it 
found in the land of the living. The 
„depth faith, it is not in me; and 
the ſea ſaith, it is not in me.” Too 
true it is, that if we ſeek for divine 
wiſdom on the-ſtage of the world only, 
ſhe will elude our ſearch. So frail is 
our reſolution, ſo impotent our ſtrength, 
that if we throw ourſelves unguarded 
into this dangerous vortex, we ſhall 
hurry only to our own deſtruction. But 
let us pauſe upon the brink of the tor- 
rent. Let us conſider © how fearful 
and dizzy it is to caſt our eyes fo 
* low.” Let us recolle& that when 
means are ſought, means never will be 
wanting to reſtore us to the true dig- 
nity of human nature, to the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe privileges aſſured to the 
{ons of men by the appearance of their 
Redeemer. | 


It 
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If our danger ariſes from too indif- 


criminate an acquaintance with the 


world, from the indulgence of a turbu- 
lent and reſtleſs diſpoſition, from an 
earneſt and unceafing purſuit of plea- 
ſure, we ſhould ſeek our remedy in the 
oppoſite behaviour : we ſhould with- 
draw into ſcenes of quiet, we ſhould 


inure our minds to recollection, and con- 


template, piouſly and ſeriouſly, the end 
and aim of that being which the bounty 


of the Almighty hath beſtowed upon 


us. Meditation becomes a powerful 
mean of grace, when employed in the 
ſervice of religion; and retirement from 
the buſy world for this important pur- 


poſe, will be found not only an advan- 


tage to the man, but the duty of the 
Chriſtian. *© Solitude,” ſays an elo- 


quent preacher*, *© is the hallowed 


„ground which religion hath, in every 


* age, choſen for her own. There, her 


* Blair, 


Q 2 Linſpi- 
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« inſpiration is felt, and her ſecret myſ- 
<* teries elevate the ſoul. There, falls 
** towards heaven the Ggh of the heart; 


* there, melts the ſoul with all the ten- 


** dernels pt devotion, and pours itſelf 
forth before him who made, and him 
„ho redcemed it. Here, abſtracted 
from foreign abjects, the ſoul reſts only 
on itſelf. God alone is preſent ; and 
awful are the meditations which are 
then preſented to the mind. Every 

thing which can engage, every thing 
which 'can command attention, ruſhes 


into the heart. It is then evident that 


man is a religious being. His ſoul is 
fired with devotion. He perceives the 
neceſſity of goſpel righteouſneſs to re- 


ſtore within his breaſt the defaced 


image of his Maker. He is thankful 
for this approach to God, and feels the 
influence of the divine preſence in every 
future action of his life. 

1 
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— *Tis moſt true, 
ee hat mnfing mefanehely moſt affect 
e The penſive ſecrecy of deſert cell, 
« Far from the chearful haunts of men and herds, 
« And fits as fafe as in a ſenate houſe.” 


Pit it is no melancholy inipretion, 


in the harſher acceptatioh of the wofd, 


which religious meditation makes upon 
the foul. No dark thoughts, er per- 
plexed imaginations ſettle upon the 


contemplative mind. Clear are the 


proſpects, ſweet are the muſings of the 


meditating Chriſtian. With the bock 


of revelation in his hand, every eloud 
of doubt or error gradually diſappears. 
Heaven opens on his view; and his 
penetrating eye ſearehes- the regichs of 
eternity. 0 


In recommending ieee medita- 


tion as à mean of acquiring divine wiſ- 
dom, unneceſfary wilt it be to point out 
the proper ſubjects of contetiiflation. 
If the mind be properly diſpoſed; begitt 
at any point in the circle of heavenly 
knowledge, and it will finally reſt, 

Q 3 where 
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where only it can reſt with comfort, in 
the boſom of the Almighty. This is 
indeed devotion. This is to receive 
the Holy Spirit within us, and diſpoſe 
him to guide us into all the truth. 

But while I recommend meditation, 
carefully let the heart of the good 
Chriſtian avoid the dangerous raptures 
of enthuſiaſin. In an immoderate in- 


| dulgence of theſe feelings, the mind 


runs wild, and branches out into mazes 


of contemplation which end only in con- 


fuſion. Chriſt and his apoſtles give no 
countenance to unreaſonable fervours. 
All is calm and compoſed which we 
meet with in the ſcriptures; rational 
and ſteadily devout. There, we behold . 
no inflation of mind, no unnatural ex- 
tenſion of the faculties. The religion 


which is there taught is the religion of 


men, ** full of mercy and good works, 
without partiality, and without hy- 
% pocriſy.“ 


Neither 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 231 


Neither ſhould the hours of pious 
reflection be dedicated to the unravel- 
ing of the cobwebs of controverſy. 
Pure and rational devotion lies at a 
great. diſtance even from polemical diſ- 
cuſſions; vain and unprofitable will 
thoſe moments be found, which are 
appropriated ſolely to theſe purpoſes. 
Take the ſcriptures in their plaineſt 
ſenſe. Diſcover there the will of God, 
diſplayed in the redemption of man, 
and be ſatisfied with ſuch religious 
knowledge as may be extracted from 
theſe records of ſalvation. I mean not 
by this obſervation to check the ardour 
of ſtudy, or prevent a ſerious and im- 
partial inveſtigation of ſacred ſubjects. 
I would only ſuggeſt, that men of learn- 
ing ought not to think thoſe hours de- 
voted to religion, which are ſpent 'in 
vain contentions about words, or in 
attempting to be wiſe above what is 
written. ; | 


Q 4 2-3 1: Wt 
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Religious meditation, though in its 
proper place with fweet retired ſolitude, 
will often find itſelf uſefully employed 
even in the offices of public devotion. 
T know not that that is the moſt ex- 
ceptionable part of the public worſhip 
of a particular ſet, which is dedicated 
to filent meetings. And in our own 
church, where voluntaries upon the 
organ are introduced, the mind will 
often harmonize with the muſic, and 
the concord of ſweet ſounds will diſpoſe 
the heart of the devout to. elevated 
thoughts and ſublime conceptions. 
Sueh I have often experienced to be 
the fact when attending to inſtrumental 
muſic. Diſtinction of tune is fre- 
quently loſt in the general harmony ; 
whilſt the thoughts are not mechani- 
cally employed upon the ſweeping 
ſtrings, but are wandering abroad in 

queſt of diſtant and agrecable objects. 
But to produce this pleaſing effect 
the periormer mould be attentive to the 
melody 
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melody of his muſic. Solemn ſtrains 
alone are ſyitahle to the dignity of 
public wotſhip. What impteſſion theſe 
mark upon the mind, let Milton fay.— 


c There let the pealing organ blow 

« T6 the full vaic'd quire below, 

<« In ſervice high and anthems clear, 

« As may with ſweetneſs through mine ear 

& Diffotve me into extafies, ; 
e And bring all heav'n before mine eyes. 


I ſhall long remember the ſolemnity 
of the pauſe in the ordination ſervice of 
our church, when the congregation is 
deſired ſecretly in their prayers to make 
their humble ſupplications to God to 
grant ſtrength and power to the candi- 
dates for orders, to enable them to per- 
form the important office to which they 
are appointed: for the which prayers,” 
ſays the rubric, there * be filence 
** kept for a ſpace.” | 

Every man muſt be ſenſible of the 

importance of religious meditaiton for 
the 
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the regulation of his conduR, and the 
general diſcharge of the duties of his 
life. Reflection tempered by religion 
will act like a guardian angel on his 
heart; it will prepare his mind for 
every arduous undertaking; it will re- 
move a thouſand impediments which 
would obſtrut or retard his ſpiritual, 
as well as temporal, attainments; it 
will ſweeten his cares, and promote his 
pleaſures ; it will gild the gay hours of 
youth with ſatisfaction, will ſmooth the 
pillow of declining years, and open a 
tranquil and eaſy . to the world 
of ſpirits. 


Ne XXII. 
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Ne XXII, 


FPäaſily may faith admit, that all . 
The good which we enjoy, from heaven deſcends; 
But that from us aught ſhould aſcend to heaven 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high bleſt, or to incline his will, 

Hard to belief may ſeem; yet this will pray'r, 
Or one ſhort ſigh of human breath, upborne 
Ev'n to the ſeat of God! F or ſince 1 ſought 
By pray'r th' offended Deity to* appeaſe, 
Methought I ſaw him placable and mild, 

| Bending his ear Peace return'd 
Home to my breaſt, 


Mir Tone 


I r religious meditation be acknowleged 
to be a powerful mean of grace, ſhall 
we not alſo, in obedience to the reaſon 
of man, and the will of our Creator, 
ſeek thoſe bleſſings which are diſtri- 
buted from above, by another channel 

ot: derived 
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derived from the ſame ſource, even by 
the medium of prayer* To ſubdue 
thoſe irregular inclinations which are 
apt to ſeduce us from our duty, and to 
produce in our hearts an habitual and 
confirmed devotion to the Supreme 
Being, and a proper fenft of our obli- 
gation to that Saviour who came to 
rela us from miſery and fin, we muſt 
apply to thoſe remedies which the 
bounty of a kind Providence beſtows 
upon us. To be able to open an im- 
mediate intereourſe with heaven, ap- 
pears to be as much above the ſphere of 
humanity as any other miracle in na- 
ture. Yet even the heathens believed 
the poſſibility of this intercourſe. But 
as heathens are not the objects of this 
meditation, I fliall be allowet to aſſume 
it as part of the faith of the Chriſtian, 
that the prayer which aſcends to the 
throne of grace from an heart fully im- 
prefſed with a ſenſe of the divine good- 
neſs, arid offered . through the merits 

2 and 
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and mediation of Chriſt, will not fail 
to procure ſuch an acceſſion of graces 
and bleſſings, as will produce the com- 


Pleteſt peace of ſoul, and the moſt com- 


fortable aſſurances of immortal happi- 
ee „ 

Many are the arguments which pre- 
fent themſelves on the efficacy of prayer, 
many are the paſlages of {cripture which 
aſſure us, that the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
©« much.” To ſcripture indeed I would 
refer, as offering the pureſt motives for 
the performance of this duty. Our re- 
ligion is a religion of faith; and if we 
have no doubts concerning the authen- 
ticity of our religion, we can have none 
concerning the efficacy of prayer. In 
the hiſtory of the Author of our reli- 
gion, we frequently behold him moved 
by the fervency of his devotious. 
„And being in an agony, he prayed 


* it were, great. drops of blood falling 
cc down 
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don to the ground.” His precepts 
too, enjoin this communication with 
heaven, which are enforced with this 
ſtrong motive, peculiar to the religion 
which he taught, that he will give his 


Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. 


When we thus reflect on prayer as a 


chriſtian duty, this end will appear moſt 


deſirable to our ſouls. It is to the 
ſacred impreſſion of the Holy Spirit on 


our hearts, to which we muſt look for 
that peace of mind which is to corſole 


us under a thouſand troubles, and to 
anticipate within our breaſt the happi- 
neſs of heaven. | 
Who that has experienced the fer- 
vours of an animated devotion, but 
muſt -know how ſuperior ſuch feelings 
are, to the cold and lifeleſs reaſonings 
of mere philoſophy ! What warm emo- 


tions are excited by ſo near an approach 


to the divine preſence! What pleaſure, 
to loſe oneſelf, as it were, in the con- 
templation of God's goodneſs! What 
| gratitude 


gratitude and love to meditate on his 
mercies and deliverances! And when 
we reflect on theſe bleſſings as cloſely 


united with the redemption of the 


world by Jeſus Chriſt, how can we for- 
get in every action of our lives to ce- 
ment the holy union? 

Were we truly ſenſible that the 
Lord is in every place, beholding the 
ce evil and the good, we ſhould eaſily 
perceive that prayer is a rational and 
proper introduction to his preſence, if 
we uſe it with ſineerity, humility and 
faith. When theſe are the principles 
with which we pray, there can be no 
doubt but that the Spirit of God will 
reſt upon us, and that the bleſſings 
ariſing from ſo earneſt and ſincere a 
ſupplication, will fall on our heads like 
the genial dews of heaven. 
No man ever prayed with more fer- 
vour than David. His pfalms,” as 
an amiable interpreter of them obſerves, 
* appear to have been the manual of 
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the Son of God in the days of his 
„ fleſh;” and of himſelf he ſays, that 
che has never failed to experience the 
*© unſpeakable benefit of them both in 
public and private, and would with, 
* if it ſo pleaſed God, that death might 
*« find him employed in meditations of 
this kind.” The Plalms of David 
indeed are a rich treaſury for a. pious 
mind: and it is unpoſlible to peruſe. 
them with an eye bent on kim whom 
David repreſents, without feeling the 
force of every ſentiment, and improving 
the natural diſpoſition of the heart, 

As we pals through the vale of human 


life various are the ſenſations which we 


experience in our fouls, as various as 
the circumſtances from whence they 
ſpring. Sin and milery, too cloſely at- 
tached to the nature of man, produce 
dejection of ſpirits and contrition of 
heart. A ſenſe of God's goodneſs, on 
the other hand, diſplayed both in the 
ways of providence and in the works 
| ot - 
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of grace, excites, in the breaſt of the 
grateful man, the ſong of thankfulnefs 
and praiſe, Words never will be want- 
ing to expreſs theſe various impreſſions. 
If they are, let the devout ſupplicant 
turn to the hymns of David. His 
< invaluable Pſalms, to reſume the 
language of biſhop Horne, ' © convey 
*© thoſe comforts to others, which, they 
** afforded to himſelf; compoſed upon 
* particular occaſions, yet deſigned for 
* general uſe ; delivered put as ſervices 
<< for Iſraelites under the law yet no 
leſs adapted to the circumſtances of 
© Chriſtians: under the goſpel ; they 
*« preſent religion to us in the moſt 
<* engaging dreſs; . communicating 
© truths-whick: philoſophy could: never 
e inveſtigate, in a: ſtyle which--poetry 
can never equal; while hiſtory is 
* made the vehicle of prophecy, and 
creation lends all its charms: to: paint 
„ the glories of redemption. Calcu- 
<« lated alike” to profit and to pleaſe, 

R they 
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they inform the underſtanding, ele- 
vate the affections, and entertain the 
„imagination. Indited under the in- 
« fluence of him, to whom all hearts 
are known, and all events foreknown, 
they ſuit mankind in all ſituations, 
« grateful as the manna which de- 
„ feended from above, and conformed 
e itſelf to every palate“.“ 

Though in the hands of all, all do 
not peruſe theſe pieces of devotion with 
the attention and application which 
they deſerve. Though making part of 
the daily ſervice of our church. as they 
formerly did, and ſtill do, of that of the 
Jews, they are paſſed too ſlightly over; 
and the ſpirit of fervour which ani- 
mated David, too frequently fails in 
communicating its raptures to the. lan- 
'guid heart of the cold reciter. Yet 
who, removed from preſent comfort, 
and looking forward to the conſotations 


* Horne's Comment, on the pialms. Introduction. : 


of 
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öf heaven from the midſt of trouble 
and anxiety, when he firſt opens his 
eyes in the dawn of the morning, does 


not ſympathize with David in the 
parched deſarts of Judah? does not 


adopt his fervid language, and exclaim, 
—* O God, thou art my God, early 
«© will I ſeek thee; my ſoul thirſteth 


* for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee | 


in a dry and thirſty land where no 
* water is: to ſee thy power and glory, 
4 ſo as I have ſeen thee in the ſanctu- 
* ary. Becauſe thy loving kindneſs is 
e better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe 
„ thee. Thus will I bleſs thee while I 
* live; I will lift up my hands in thy 
„ name. My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as 
© with marrow and fatneſs; and my 


mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful. 


lips: when I remember thee upon 
“my bed, and meditate on thee in the 


. © night watches. Becauſe thou haſt 


M) been my help, therefore under the 
R$. « ſhadow 
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*< ſhadow of 1 wings will 1 en a 
Pm. 
The devout man will wie to 
] alfi this hncliſpenſable duty in the very 
ſpirit of chrittiatitygy he will confidey 
# usa mean of procuring for him tran- 
quillity in this world, and happinefs in 
the next. But he will not conſider 
_ theſe vielinys: weredy as the reſult of 
his own Exertions'; he will not confider 
his 01 prayer as of itſelf ſufficient to 
reach che throne of the divine majeſty. 
| Tov well is he read in the hiſtory of 
human nature, as e conded in the goſ- 
Pell, to offer fo bold a petition. He 
knows that God heaueth not ſinners, 
„but if any man be a worſhiper of 
God (in that ſenſe which true chrif- 
*© tianity defines) and does his will, 
* him he heareth. Ohe ort /aght of 
Intman breath will indeed! neach the feat 
7 Goll, but it muſt be wpborne by the 
Son of God bimſelf. Tlie eſſence of 
Thy . chriſtian 
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chriſtian worſhip! is contained in this 
declaration of gur Saviour Veri 


4 vezily; E fi unt o. whatſoever ye 
„fall aſk the 1 1 nant, hr 


will give it you.” 

If there be any petition which we 
dare not aſk of God in the name of his 
ſon, be aſſured that that requeſt is con- 


trary to our duty; and if we deſire 


even good things with an evil intent, 
we are guilty of an heinous offence; 
we convert our wholeſome food to a 
deadly poiſon. But if we find our 
hearts diſpoſed to apply to him for 
heavenly benefits, for ſuch things as 
are intended for the general or parti- 
cular good of mankind, or for the 
comfort and ſupport of our own ſouls, 
then may we truly be ſaid to pray 


with the ſpirit, and to pray with the 


*« underſtanding alſo.” By thus at- 
tending to the matter of our prayers, as 
well as to the manner of them, we ſhall 
gradually be filled with that holy diſpo- 

R 3 ; ſition 
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ſition: which deſcends; from above; a 


difpofition wholly under 
of the divine Spirit, and 
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REP, they bow'd Are, and began 
Their oriſon, each morning duly paid 


In various a 
Mir vox. 


As there is no pleaſure which the hu- 
man mind can boaſt of,. equal to that 
which arifes from the practice of true 
chriſtianity, ſo no exertion of the fa- 
culties of man ſhould be more ſtrong, 
than that which promotes ſo important 
an employment. We well know, that 
we may figh after natural tood as long 
and as heartily as we pleaſe, yet if we 
put not forth our hand, the fruit will 
remain unſhaken from the tree, the 
luxuriant harveſt will wither and de- 


Fay in the midſt of the valley. The 
R 4 ſame 
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fame is true of every fpiritual exertion. 
A kind Providence has poured into our 
hearts an inclination te ſerve him. 
There are few, very few indeed, who 
will not acknowledge this inhexent 
truth. But the indolence of ſome,- and 
the ſeduction of others, render this diſ- 
poſitionꝰ unproductive of good fruits; 


nay, in many inſtances, convert it to 


the worſt and moſt malignant purpoſes. 
At our entrance into life the Spirit of 
God hovers over our head, it enters 
into our heart. If we cheriſh it by ex- 
ertions of our own, it reſts there as the 
MPirit of conſolation. If we reject it by 
poſſeſſing an evil heart gf unbelief, it 
jeaves us a preytto dangers from hence 
we ſhall not eſcape. Know ye not 


*<*:that ye are the temple of God, and 


that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
F yquf Uf ranyman defile the temple 


of Gal, -tinm::thall God. deſtroy: for 


the temple of God 1s 1 _— 
92 noir i 64. 1 SA 
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J0 endeavour to preſerve this hea: 
venly ſpirit, pure and unmixed with 
feoular defilements, we thould uſe every 
aſſiſtan ce which the providence of God 
hath kindly adminiſtered for this pur- 

por. As man in his original forma- 
tion is a creature of habit, it is to be 
ſuppoſed that virtuous inclinations and 
good actions may be introduced inte 
human condutt, at leaſt as eaſy as cri- 
minal indulgences. 1 ſpeak not here 
of the corruption of our nature which 
is common to all; but place all man- 


kind upon the fame level, as far, as re- 


fpetts the ſeveral- duties which they owe 
to God, their neighbours, and them- 
felves. The apoſtle, in an addreſs to 
his Galatian converts, ſpeaks in ſtrong 
language of his on- anxieties of mind 

that the ſacred doctrines of the Saviour 
which he preached miglit take poſſeſſion 


of the heart, and become, as it were, a 


part of their eiſtenee—“ my little 
W of - whom I travail in birth 
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again until Chrift be. formed in you !” 


How ftrong and forcible is the expreſ- 
ſion! This therefore ſhould be the 
point, after which we ſhould all aſpire ; 
that Chriſt may be ſo formed in us, that 
our religion may be fo interwoven with 
every thought of our heart, and every 
action of our life, as to influence our 
conduct in every particular, + 
That we may riſe to this important 
height, much labour will be required; 
for without labour nothing can be ac- 


_ compliſhed. Even the ſpirit of God 


will not reſt upon an unſoliciting heart. 
„We muſt riſe up early and late take 
< reſt, and eat the bread,“ if not of 
, carefulneſs,” yet of permanent and 


habitual devotion, Two important 


ſteps to this elevation of mind, as I 
have endeavoured to ſhew, are religious 


meditatzon and prayer. But even theſe; 
though at all times neceſſary, are only 


preparatory to that holineſs of life and 
converſation, which Chriſt ex 3 
| pects = 
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all his diſciples : a life, not raiſed above 
humanity, but plain, ſober and diſcreet; 
a converſation, not irrational or —_ 
Gaſtic, but good, pious and devout. 

The meditating Chriſtian is not re- 


quired to retreat further from the World 


than may be ſufficient to collect the 
powers of his imagination, and reſtrain 
the irregularities of his heart. Though 
directed by a poſitive precept to pray 
always, he conſiders the ſpirit rather 
than the letter of the injunction; and 
therefore is not driven from the true 
uſes of life to a monaſtic ſecluſion. He 
well knows that it is not the repetition 
of many prayers, but an inward and 
unaffected devotion of the mind to God, 
an habitual impreſſion of the divine 


goodneſs on the foul, which muſt con- 


vey his aſpirations . to heaven. He 
looks upon the creation ; and exclaims, 
5 Theſe are thy works, Parent of good! 
« Almighty!” He views the wonders 


ol redemption diſplayed in the ſcriptures 


of 
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of truth; and adapts the enraptured 
language of St, Paul. O the depth 
<4 of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
„knowledge of God!“ Fortified with 


holy thoughts he walks abread into 


the world; Wherever he turns his eyes 


me beholds an object of inſtruction; 


and, if I may be allowed to uſe. the 
words of a moral writer * angusge 
of _ he e 5 N B 
I} ragl 503 n a en Wh 
e Finds tongues in tres, books in the Waden! 
47 mme | 
1k 5 | 
Atouſtomed ag ti on the ee 
paſſages of human life, every emotion 
of his mind is an habitual prayer. And 


thus he ſubdues thoſe paſſions to which 


his nature is ſubjeét, and prepares his 
ſoul for a more perfect ſtate of exiſt- 
6h6˙ . oe, 
Prayer to God through the mediation 
of Chriſt, is ane of the more immediate 


means . as we are aſſured by 
by mol 


f 
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holy writ, and us every good mun 
experience muſt convince, him: it is 


a duty therefore to which a Chriſtian 


ſhould addreſs himſelf with more than 
ordinary application. The words to be 
uſed in prayer are beft ſelected by the 
petitioner himſelf. A moſt excellent 


model he cannot want, if he takes for 
his guide the liturgy of the church of 


England. But as the heart of man is 
languid, and alas! too frequently in- 


_ difpoſed to pray, let him previouſly 


collect his ſcattered thoughts, at feri- 
ouſly meditate: not only on his wants, 


but by whom, and for whoſe fake he 


has reaſon to hope that thoſe wants 


will be fupplied; and then, it is likely, 


he will not peak unddviſedly with his 


15 pe. Before thou prayoſt prepare 


" *< thyſelf, ea ere Sram. 
eth the Lord.” A raſh, or à care -· 


leſs, or an ivconkcirats fupplicant, is 
an abſurdity in nature; nay, he is 
_ works, = draws down a curſe and not 


4 blefling; 
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2 bleſſing; and when ſuch'is . judged, 
“he will be condemned, nnd his e 


„ill become ſin:” 


As we are beſt acquainted Vith our 


on infirmities, we ſhall, perhaps, find 


it a good practice to uſe variety in our 
prayers. Not that in God is to be 
found any variableneſs or | ſhadow of 


turning, but that we may be able to 
accommodate our expreſſions to our 


various wants, and to the predominant 
diſpoſition of our mind. Sometimes a 
ſenſe of guilt prefles down the foul ; 
ſometimes the hope of mercy elevates 
the heart. At one. time, perhaps, we 
are inclined to mourn like a dove; at 


another, we take a pfalm, bring 


forth the tabret, the merry harp, or 

„the Jute.” Sometimes we may ad- 
dreſs our heavenly Parent in a pre-con- 
ceived form of words : and ſometimes 
the heart may break its chain, and fly 
to the throne of grace on the wing 
of ardent * ſpontaneous effuſions; 
„While 
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„ While I was thus mufing, ſays Da- 
vid, © the fire [of devotion] kindled, 

and at laſt I ſpake with my tongue.” 

Thus Milton repreſents our firſt parents, 
as paying the duty of adoration. 


In warious file; for neither various ſtyle 
« Nor holy rapture wanted they to praiſe, 
« Their Maker in ft frains pronanced, or ſang 
4 Unmeditated.”” — 


To * prayer alone, ſelected or 
unmeditated, ſhould this variety be 
confined. Public worſhip fhould be 
conducted upon a different principle. 
I would not even introduce it into the 
offices of family devotion ; which I 
conſider as an indiſpenſable dutyin the 
dwelling of a Chriſtian. As no man 
can profeſs himſelf a member of any 


religious ſociety, without an open aſſo- 


ciation with it, ſo no man can, with 
propriety, call himſelf a member of the 
general church of Chriſt, without en- 


deavouring to inſtruct that ſmall com- 


munity 
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munity in the midſt of wlüch he is 
placed; and unite in prayer, with his 
immediate friends, relatives, and fer- 
vants, to that God who maketh thoſs 
to be of one mind who dwell in one 
houſe. 
This is a branch of habitual devotion 
carefully to be attended to, the bleſſing 
of heaven will deſcend upon the pious 
circle, and ** the grace of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt” will zeſt upon their 
hearts: “ bleſſed ſhall be the fruit of 
„ thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground bleſfed thall be thy baſket, 
and thy ſtore - bleſſed {halt thou be 
« when thou conieſt in, and bleſſed 
falt thou be when thou goeſt out. 
If you with to behold a family of jove, 
good parents, good children, good ſer- 
vants, conyene them daily in the more 
immediate preſence of God; thew them, 
in the ritual of prayer, the relative du- 
ties of human life; teach them fhe vir- 
tues and graces of a Chriſtian in the 
dev oticns 


2 
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devotions of à Chriſtian; diſplay the 
motives by which the love of God de- 
ſcends upon their heads then no ar- 
guments will be neceſſary to recom- 
mend the practice of domeſtic religion. 
As example is always more intereſt- 
ing than precept, I ſhall conclude with 
the character of an eminent religious 
phyſician drawn by the luminous pen 
of a chriſtian philoſopher*. I venture 
to addreſs, on this occaſion, gentlemen 
of the ſame profeſſion ; - a . profeſſion 
which brings before the eye the moſt 
humiliating inſtances of human infir- 
.mity, and ought to produce in the 
heart thoſe ſentiments of devotion, 
which the practice of the art of medi- 
cine is ſo well calculated to excite. 
Honour the phyſician with the ho- 
nour due to him.“ “ Give place to 

_ © the phyſician, the Lord created him.“ 
The piety of Boerhaave, and a re- 


* Life of Boerhaave, by Samuel Johnſon, L r. v. 
8 © religious 
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ligigus ſenſe of his dependance. ont 


40 God, was the baſis of all his virtues, 
and the principle of his whole con- 


duct. He was too ſonſible of his 
 #* weakneſs to aſcribe any thing to him- 


„ ſelf, or to conceive. that he could 
„ ſubdue paſſion, or withſtand tempta- 
'* tion, by his own natural power; he 


attributed every good thought, and 
every laudable action, to the Father 
of goodneſs. Being once aſked by 


« a friend, who had often admired his 
s patience under great provocations, 
© whether. he knew what it was to be 


angry, and by what means he had 
ſo entirely ſuppreſſed that impetu- 


* ous and ungovernable paſſion? he 


© anſwered; with the utmoſt frankneſs 
* and ſincerity, that he was naturally 


e quick of reſentment, but that he had 


aby daily prayer. and meditation, at 


length attained to this maſtery over 


66 himſelf. 
— 2 | 5 — — As | 
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As foott as he roſe in the morning, 
ik was, throughout his whole life, his 
i daily practice to retire for au hun to 

* private prayer and meditation; this, 
© he often told his friends, gave him 


« ſpirit and vigour in the buſineſs of 


the day, and this he therefore com- 
& mended as the beſt rule of life; for 


© nothing he knew could ſupport the 
re ſout in all diftreſſes but a confidence 


in à Supreme Being, nor can a ſteady 
„and rational magnanimity flow from 


© any other ſource than 4 conſciouſneſs | 


*f of the divine favour. 

« He afferted on all occaſions the 
* divine authority, and ſacred efficacy 
* of the Holy Scriptures ; and main- 
e tained that they alone taught the way 
© of ſalvation, and that they only could 


* give peace of mind.” The excellency - 


© of the chriſtian religion was the fre- 
quent ſubject of his converſation. A 
e ſtrict obedience to the doctrine, and 
"Mi ageet imitation of the example 
S 2 | *of 
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of our bleſſed Saviour, he often de- 
** clared to be the foundation of true 
** tranquillity. 7 

«© Such were the ſentiments ot Boer- 
* haave. 80 far was this man from 
being made impious 'by: philoſophy; 
or vain by knowledge, or by virtue, 
„that he aſcribed all his abilities to 
the bounty, and all his goodneſs to 
the grace of God. May his example 
extend its influence to his admirers 
and followers ! ! May thoſe who ſtudy 
© his writings imitate his life! and 
e thoſe who endeavour after his know- 
*© ledge aſpire likewiſe to his piety !” 


Ne XXIV. 
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Iz chriſtianity has any elaim of prefer- 
ence above every other inſtitution in 
the world, the advocate for infidelity: 
may ſay, produce your cauſe, bring 
* forth your ſtrong reaſons.” In the 
goſpel of Chriſt an important eauſe 
has been produced, and the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons offered to the conſideration of 
mankind. Jeſus Chriſt came, neither 
in the habit, nor the manner, of an- 
ancient philoſopher, and he differs as. 
much from one of modern days, as any 
ether diſcordant appearancesiu tiature® 
1 thing: was peculiar in the- cha 
po , rater 


„ 


2A MEDITATION o A erben 


racter of Chriſt; and in this peculiarity 
conſiſts the ſypereminent excellency 
of his religion. I do not ſay that it is 
excellent becauſe it is peculiar; but as 
it tranſgends. every farmer ſyſtem of 
belief, that alone excepted which was 
connected with it from the æra of the 
fall of man, and foretold its promulga- 
tion but as it riſes above the moral 
leſſons of every preceding age, and pre- 
_ fonts woti ves of eandutt totally unſuſ- 
vected by the wifelt bead, oltogetber 
_ Inconceivable by the pureſt wangens 
rated. heart. 

The diffuGan of grace was the object 
of qur Saviour s miſſion, and by this ta 
dave alive tho ſouls which ihould 
dee in dim Without faith, it is 

* impaſlible to pleaſe Gad.“ This faith 
ls not a fruitles unproductive principle; 
tion; but, on the contrary, it is replete 
With every actire virtue: for, as the 
wo proceeds, he that cometh ta 

cc G od | 
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22 God muſt believe that he is, and tht 
hs is 4 Wurde of dien diu dill 
. gently ek ww? 
The means uſed by nis goſpet to dif: 
fuſe the graces which it beſtows' ate 
within the reach of every believer. No 
man indeed can command the opera- 
tions of the fpitit ; but every mam by 
prayer, religious meditation, habitual 
| devotion, hearing and reading the word 
of God, and a diligent attention to all 
the duties which the word of God re- 
quires, will perceive, the influence of 
the divine Spirit, and be ſatisfied that 
„God hath viſited and redeemed his 
a 66 people.” 4 
Tunis redemption it is, which gives an 
6 efficacy to every branch of chriſtian 
virtue. In the times when the goſpel 
_ was firſt preachell, is was 2 cuſtom (I 
would to God that I could add now 
abolifhed !) to buy ard fell flaves. To 
chat tate we are often compared when 


confined under the bondage of ſin. 
T 
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Our reconcihation with God therefore 
is often conſidered in ſcripture as ef- 
fected by the way of redemption. When 
we were loſt in treſpaſſes and ſins, and 
 eſtranged- from _ he ee 
again by His e l Kii 


Ind v Was. the ranſorn paid 2, It'y Was : PE paid, 
{has can  exalt the bounty more) for Jeu. 5 
You e. 5 
The Passt of a ſlave e eben 
ſervice from him. The redeemed of the 
Lord owe the ſame ſervice. If we do 
not pay it with alacrity and diligence 
our redemption is imperfect, we cannot 
but expect to be ſent back again to our 
original poſſeſſor. Our Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” 

The commemoration of this redemp- 
tion by a participation of the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper is a powerful mean 

| _ | of 
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of communicating grace by the par- 
ticular. appointment of Chrift: himſelf, 
The two ſacraments of our church are 
to be conſidered as badges or:tokens of 
our profeſſion, ſince by them Chriſtians 
are viſibly diſtinguiſhed from Atheiſts; 
Deiſts, Heathens, Jews, and Mahome- 
tans. So many excellent treatiſes have 
been written on this ſubject, that I refer 
to them for a more copious account of 
the nature and end of theſe chriſtian 
inſtitutions-. But while I am conſider- 
ing the various means by which God 
conveys his ſpiritual bleſſings to the 
world, I cannot omit recommending 
that holy ordinance which offers itſelf 
to the wants, to the piety, to the aftec- 
tions of mankind. X 

That we all a what 1s there of: 
fered, pardon of fins and reconciliation 
with our God, none of us, but the moſt 
preſumptuous, can deny: that the 
practice of piety will diſpoſe us to an 
humble reception of God's favours, 
muſt 
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mult be univerſally allowed: and that 
all the tender affections of our mind 
are rouſed and agitated when we behold 
the pute and fpotieſs Jefus ** nailed to 
* the croſs, and ſlain for bringing life, 
is a truth notorious to every feeling 
heart. A bare ſpeQtator of ſo melan- 
choly a ſcene could not unmoved be- 
Hold it. But when we reflect that this 
event taok place in conſequence of the 
univerſal defection of the human race, 
and that their reſtoration to the divine 
favour depended upon its completion; 
when we confider that there is no ex- 
ception to this obſervation, but that all 
the world are in a greater or leſs degree 
the ſervants of ſin, that the hand which 
writes this, and the eye which reads it, 
have internal evidence of this truth, we 
are ſtruck with the magnitude and! im- 
, portance of the ſaeriſice. 


To regain the favour of God is the 


great object of the Chriſtian's life: and 


therefore he endeavours, by every n means 
. in 
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in his power, to, procure a participation 
in the bleſſings of the goſpel. To fre- 
quent the Lord's table he finds an in- 
_ diſpenſable duty; for in ſo doing, he 
complies with the poſitive injunction 
of the Author of his religion, and the 
acknowledged practice of the church of 
Chriſt in every age. He approaches it, 
however, without ſuperſtition, and with; 
out preſumption. He neither exalts it, 
vith ſome, into an obje& of adoration, 
nor depreſſes it, with others, into a cold 
unmeaning ceremony. He is not pre- 
vented from participating, by the fear 
of ſharing the fate of Uzza when he 

touched the ark: neither does he ruſh 
towards it as to a curſory act of devo- 
tion, in which neither his heart, nor his 
affections, are concerned. But he con- 
ſiders this ſacred ordinance, as our Lord 
himſelf and his apoſtles repreſent it, as 
the channel of divine grace. ©* The cup 
_ © of blefling which we bleſs, is it not the 
© cozmanian (the communication ta 


cc you} 
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« you] of the blood of Chriſt? The 
c bread which we break, is it not the 
© conimunion of the body of Chrift ?” 
What the graces and bleſſings are 
which are communicated-by this ſacra- 
ment, it is unneceſſary to enumerate? 
they are deeply imprinted-in the good 
man's heart; the effects of them are 
viſible in the good man's life. Such a 
renovation of mind, ſuch a frengthen- 
ing and refreſhing of our ſouls as we 
experience on theſe occafions, is peeu- 
har to that happy ſyſtem” of e 
n we poſſeſs. 

In the execution of this act there | 1s 
no obſcurity. The ordinance is plain, 
the effects certain, and, I may add, the 
neglect of it dangerous. An attentive 
peruſal of the office of our church ap- 
pointed for the celebration of this ſa- 
erament, will be our beſt inſtruction, - 
and a good life our beſt preparation for 
it. The ſervice is ſolemn and affecting; 

* touches the feelings and improves 
= | the 
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the heart. By this we declare our con- 
ſidence in Chriſt's merits, our belief in 
his miſſion, and our adherence to his 
religion. By this our confidence is 
increaſed, our belief confirmed, and 
our adherence eſtabliſhed, not only by 
an acceſſion of pious thoughts and holy 
reſolutions, but by the extraordinary 
influence of thoſe divine bleſſings an- 
nexed to the performance of a duty, 
appointed and recommended by him, 
in whoſe 


Divine compaſhon viſibly appears, T7 
Love without end, and without meaſure grace. 


7 
92 


MiILTo . 


As e are at every period of our lives 
in want; of the diſtinguiſhing graces of 
chriſtianity, no criminal negligence on 
our. part thould prevent their operation. 
If we are indeed believers in Chriſt, let 
our faith be productive of thoſe good 
fruits, which Chriſt alone delivers. 
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Does he point out methods of conveys 
ing to us the ordinary and ex traordi- 
nary gifts of the Spirit? and dare we - 
daſh the untaſted moiflure from us? 

This conduct is unworthy of the facred 
name we bear. It is for this, and ſuch 
as this, that bleſſings are withheld from 
us. For this cauſe merited puniſhment 
is allotted to us: for this we are affailed 
with wars and rumours of wars; for 
this public faction ſtalks abroad, and 
private miſery abounds—* for this 
© cauſe, many are weak and ſickly 
among you, and many ſleep.” 

If we make this uſe of the agitation 
of the world in general, as well as of our 
own individual offences, we ſhall find 
it operate. as a genial balm. All the 
doctrines of the goſpel are of aw heal- 
ing nature. They probe the wound 
tis true, but they effect a cure. The 
bread of lite and the cup of blefling are 
too precious ta be rejected. Let us 
then put forth our hand and take of 

the 
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the fruit of that ſacramental tree which 
| Nands in the midſt of the garden of 
God, and we fhall eat and live for 


ever. 


Ne XXV. 
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Ne XXV. 


Ah! yet ere I deſcend the grave, 
May I a ſmall houſe and large garden have! 
And a few friends, and many books, both true, 
Both wiſe, and both delightful too! 
CowLzy's Win: 


Is enumerating the bleſſings of retire- 
ment, it will not be thought extraordi- 
nary, that many books ſhould be added 
to the agreeable catalogue of comforts. 
Friends are not excluded, becaufe the. 
ſoul of the good man is moſt ſuſcep- 
tible of the conſolations of friendſhip ; 
and books, thoſe ſilent friends, are ad- 
mitted, to improve thoſe hours which 
are dedicated to peace and tranquillity. 
I mean not to decide the controverted 
point, whether happineſs be more com- 
plete 
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plete amidſt the buſy, hum of men, or in 
that calm retreat where every one doth 
live his own. I may be allowed, how- 
ever, to ſubſcribe to the ſentiment of 
the poet without dictating to the opi- 
nion of others. 


The tide of life, ſwift always in its courſe, 
May run Ih cities with a briſker force, 
But no where with a current ſo ſerene, 
Or half fo clear, as in the rural ſcene. 
| Cowrzs: 


But as man is not formed for one 
purpoſe only of ſociety, he muſt mix 


in various ſituations. His mind and 


his habit muſt accommodate themſelves 
to that uſeful occupation which Provi- 
dence aſſigns him; yet even in the moſt 
buſy ſcenes of life he will find it an in- 
diſpenſable duty to form a temporary 
retirement for himſelf, leſt the con- 
tinued hurry of living ſhould indiſpoſe 
him for the performance of thoſe higher 
obligations which he owes to heaven. 
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And after all, it muſt» be remembered, 
that it is not the ſituation, but the 
proper enjoyment; of the ſituation, 
which produces comfort. If friends 
1nd books are introduced into the ſe- 
queſtered cot or fragrant-· garden, midſt 


60 Zephyr's wholeſome breath, 


«And figs embalmed, which ne vv · born flowers unfold , 


they mul}. as Cowley i fays, ; be bot h wiſe 
and both delightful. The fame muſt be 
the choice, if the ſelection be made in 


towns, here merchants moſt do 


<* congregate.” It is true that we are 
molt ſubject: to the intruſion of vice in 
populous ſituations, but ſolitude is not 
without its dangers. As it is with 
freedom, ſays a modern writer, . ſo 
it is with ſolitude: it ennobles none 
but the noble; it increaſes the vice 
« of the vicious. Tiberius reſigned 
© himſelf in his ſolitude to his Aae, 


and his mifanthropy f. 


* on of Hawthornden. - 
*- + Baron Stolberg's Trav. Vol. II. p. 95. 
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It becomes us, therefore, to guard 
in every fate, by the moſt: obvious and 
important means, againſt the dangers 
peculiar to it. It becomes us alſo to 
fill up our department in life in the moſt 
acceptable manner; which cannot be 
done without the aſſiſtance promiſed in 
the goſpel. It has been the object of 
theſe meditations to enforee this truth. 
Moral conduct, independent of the 
goſpel, has no ſtable foundation. Moral 
writings are in the ſame ſituation. 
They may, it is true, help to civilize 
the human heart, but unleſs the mo- 
tives of revelation complete the ſtudy, 
it will not bring forth the . 
fruits of righteouſneſs. a 

Far be it from me to Anais the 
channels of knowledge. On the con- 
trary, every branch of uſeful learning 
deſerves. encouragement ; inaſmuch as 
it is a part of that wide overſpreading 
tree whoſe leaves are for the healing 
f the nations. The further we ex- 
T 2 tend 
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tend rational ſervice, the more we pro- 
mote the ends of our creation; and the 
deeper We penetrate into the. mine of 
wiſdom, the more valuable are the 


treaſures we diſcover. It is the ſuper- 


ficial philoſopher only, who looks not 


on the world witli a microſcopic eye. 
. UE is contented with viewing the ſur- 


face, whilſt the diamond lies far be- 
neath. The reaſonings of the modern 
ſceptic may make diſciples of an inte- 
reſted few alas! his influence may, 


and has, extended over many but it 


is an eternal truth that the revelation 
of the goſpel riſes triumphant over. all 


his reaſonings. New aiguments are 


diſcovered, new . proofs produced; if 
thoſe may be called new. which have 
only been concealed for want of inquiry. 
Among other objects of attack from 
this quarter, books of piety and religion, 
thoſe inſtructors of the ignorant, and 


Holace of the miſerable, come in for no 


inconfiderable ſliare. Books, ſays 
bas : a modern 


-— 
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a modern philoſopher of this ſchool, 
(and he ſpeaks only the language of 
the Voltaires, D'Alemberts, and Dide- 
rots of the day). have been handed 
** down from generation to generation 
as the true teachers of piety and the 
© love. of God, that repreſent him as ſo 
** mercileſs and tyrannical a deſpot, 
that if they were conſidered otherwiſe 
than through the medium of preju- 
dice, they would inſpire nothing but 
«© hatred*.” This general cenſure of 
books of piety ought to have truth for 
its foundation, or elſe it 15—verba et 
preterea nihil. Whether it glances at 
the beſt of books, I pretend not to de- 
termine. If it does not, it ought to 
have made this exception; for if all 

other books were extinct, this would 

ſupply the fountain of knowledge, and 

make us wiſe unto ſalvation. If it re- 

fleets only on ſome miſguided melan- 


* Godwin's Enquirer, p. 135. 
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choly minds, it is equally undeſerving 
of a reply; for there is no profeſſion of 
ſcience, much leſs of religion, where 
ſome eccentric artiſt, ſome ignorant 
enthuſiaſt, will not broach doctrines, 
which could not meet the approbation 


of men of deeper reſearch in the arts, 


men of ſounder faith in theology. 

If the caviller will inquire, he will 
find that the object of books of practi- 
cal religion is to improve the moral fa- 
culties of men, and to give them hap- 
pineſs both here and hereafter, by 


means of a revelation perfect and com- 


plete in all its parts, ſanctioned by di- 
vine favour, and offered equally to all 
as well to him who was born yeſterday, 
as to him who ſhall be born at the diſ- 
tance of a thouſand years, if the world 
ſhould fo long continue, He will find 
alſo, that pure religion by no means re- 
preſents the Supreme Being as a mer- 
*© cileſs and tyrannical deſpot. On 


the contrary, the ſcripture every where 


reveals 
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reveals him under this awful and en- 
gaging deſdription— The Lord, the 
„Lord God, mereiful and gracious, 
„long ſuffering, and abundant in 
c goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy 
for © thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
e tranſgreſſion, and ſin, and that he 
ill by no means clear the guilty “.“ 
It is the laſt *clauſe which occaſions all 
the cenſure,” So long as a man con- 
tinues guilty, he has indeed no claim 
to merey; but our benevolent revela- 
tion proceeds further, and informs us, 
that God commendeth his love to- 
ws wards us, in that while we were yet 
= ſinners, Chriſt died for usf:”—*blot- 
«ting out the hand-writing of ordi- 
* nances that was againſt us, which was 
« coutrary to us, and took it out = the 

«yay, nailing it to his croſs.” * 

Such is the account which the coſpel 
| ted hey the adminiſtration or divine 


® Fx, v. 6, + Rom. v. 8. nk 14. 
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Providence in its dealings with man- 
kind. Such is the account which nu- 
merous books; of piety give of the ſame 


tranſactions. If we are at any time 


tempted to think the doctrines which 
they inculcate ſevere, - let us examine 
our own hearts, and we ſhall ſoon ſee 
on which ſide the prejudice lies. Put 
if, inſtead of ſcrutinizing our actions 
and intentions, inſtead of inquiring 
what the will F the Lord is, we con- 
tinue in the crooked paths of error, 
paths which inconteſtably always lead 
to vice, it will nat be thought ſurprizing 


if our evil habits gain every day freſh 


ſtrength, and, like the arch-apoſtate in 
Milton, we approach the God of mercy 
only to tell him, how we hate his beams. 

In our language, and, conformable 
to the profeſſion of religion in the 


church of England, there are many 
excellent aſſiſtances to our private me- 


ditations. The latter end of the laſt 
—_ aud the waning of this, 
produced 
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produced ſeveral of this deſeription. 
The fanatical compoſitions of the com- 
monwealth, ſucceeded by the immo- 
ralities of king Charles the ſecond's 
reign, excited the devotion of many 
learned and pious men: and, thanks 
to their labours! under the providence 
of God, their works ſtill edify the 
church. But the progreſs of letters, 
in the courſe of this century, rendered 
ſomething more neceſſary to arreſt the 
attention of a more poliſhed age; and 
the country has been enriched, though 
perhaps not in the ſame ſtrain of plain 
unaffected piety, but by the publication 
of many excellent diſcourſes from the 
pulpit. In ſome inſtances, it may be, 
a tame morality has been inculcated, 
inſtead of the abundant doctrines of 
the goſpel. This has been more the 
error of the times than of the preacher; 
who, in endeavouring to avoid the ex- 
uberance of goſpel expreſſions, rendered 
ſuſpicious by the uſe which was made 
of 
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of them under the adminiſtration of 
Cromwell, fell into the oppoſite ex- 
treme, and did not diſcern the rational 
piety to be met with in the <q .of 
the firſt reformers. 
| However excellent ancient books mx 
be, they will not be generally received, 
becauſe they differ in form and man- 
ner from thoſe in preſent uſe. Let it 
not, therefore, be an object of cenſure 
that old truths are repeated in new lan- 
guage. The conſtitution of the world 
requires that it ſhould be ſo. And while 
we peruſo the writings of a Porteus, a 
Wilberforce, a Giſborne, &c. we hall 
be fatisfied that the preſent age does 
not want ſtrenuous ſupporters of the 
religion of Chriſt, who have expreſſed 
themſelves - either in an elegance of 
ſtyle adapted to the refinements of an 
improved ſtate of literature, or with a 
ſtrength of words well ealculated to 
enforce the hoy ym of the . 
e When 
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When the intereſts of religion are 
properly diſcuſſed, it will be found that 
they are as far as poſſible from gloomy 
apprehenfions or morbid melancholy. 
Wit and learning, chearfulneſs and 
good humour, ought all to be the aſſo- 
eiates of pure chriſtianity. In many 
inſtances we have ſeen them connected: 
in ſome, conſtitutional terrors too much 
encroached upon a ſenſe of duty. Ad- 
diſon is an inſtance of one, Johnſon of 
the other; yet both contributed highly, 
by their lives and writings, to the im- 
provement of piety. I ſhall uſe the 
language of the latter when he diſcuſſes 


the merits of the former, and beg to be 


underſtood as applying the expreſſions 
equally to both. The latter part of the 
ſentence is, in my mind, a true deſerip- 
tion of what a book of piety ought to be. 
—* Addiſon not only made the proper 
* uſe of wit himſelf, but taught it to 
others; and from his time it has been 
"y — ſubſervient to the cauſe of 

© reaſon 
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55 xeaſon and of truth. He has diſſipafed 
«the prejudice which had long con- 
© nected gaiety with vice, and eaſineſs of 
<« manners with laxity of principles. He 
« has reſtored virtue to its dignity, and 
taught innocence not to be aſhamed. 
*© This is an elevation of literary cha- 
** racter, above all Greek, above all 
Roman fame.” No greater felicity 
** can genius attain than that of having 
purified intellectual pleaſure, ſepa- 
rated mirth from indecency, and wit 
* from licentiouſneſs; of having taught 
A ſueceſſion of writers, to bring ele- 


„ gance and. gaiety to the aid of good- 


neſs; and, if I may uſe expreſſions 
yet more awful, of having turned 
** many to righteouſneſs *. Sy 


* Johnſon's Life of Addiſon, 


4 Ne XXVI. 
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Iv the voyage of life, every proper 
accommodation is afforded us by a 
kind Providence, to protect us in ſo 
perilous a paſſage. However fertile we 
may be in reſources, however guarded 
againſt dangers, however fortified againſt 


calamities, we are liable to be aſſailed 


from unexpected quarters, and it is im- 
poſlible for us to be acquainted with 
the certainty of our ſafety. In this 
critical ſituation we call aloud for help: 
and help is near us in a variety of 
ſhapes. We are in the hands of a mer- 
ciful preſerver ; and though he does not 

always 
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always work a miracle for our ſecurity 
(if that alone may be called a miracle 
which is ſuperior to the general and 
known laws of nature) yet he continu- 
ally adminiſters to our comfort by ex- 
citing the humane affections of man- 
kind. 

Under the name of friendſhip many 
heroic actions have been performed. 
The records of heathen antiquity are 
full of them; and even in the modern 
hiſtory of the world ſome inſtances oc- 
cur of dangerous **hair-breadth *ſcapes,” 
in the ſervice of this deity. At preſent 
I mean not to court her ſmiles. Thongh 
the principle from whence friendſhip 
proceeds. be allowed to be both amiable 
and virtuous, yet if it fo far deviates 
from the ordinary courſe: of nature as 
to attach itſelf ſolely to one object, and 
with the enthuſiaſm of romance to en- 
deavour to accompliſh that alone, we 
- may venture to ſuſpect that it is not to 
be found among the fruits of the Spirit, 

| where 
2 
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where. ai en * Joy 
preſicdle. r Sl 1 291 
Hering bebeld- the fetwourgraf he- 
roc friendſhip, let us turn our eyes 
on that amiable affection of the mind 
which is tempered by the religion of 
Chriſt. An objection indeed may be 
made, that the profeſſion of private 
friendſhip, or, as it may be called, of 
excluſive eſteem, ſo warmly delincated 
by the pen of the moraliſt, is contrary 
to that unzwer/ſel love inculcated by our 
univerſal Redeemer. To this the ele- 
gant alluſion of biſhop Porteus will be 
2 ſufficient anſwer. * Within the wide 
© circumference of chriſtian charity, 
he ſays, © we are allowed to form as 
many ſmaller circles of - benevolence 
as we pleaſe. It requires only that 
* our affections ſhould move in them 
under the controul of that ſovereign 
law of univerſal loye, which, -like the 
great principle of attr action in the 
material world, is diffuſed throughout 
** OUT 
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our moral ſyſtem, to guide, direct, 
and regulate the whole, and to re- 
ſtrain, within proper limits, every 
« ſubordinate ſentiment; and inferior 
„movement of the ſoul*,” When this 
regulation of the affection riſes to the 
view, it brings witli it all the benefits 
which it was intended to produce. 
With an eye of kindneſs bent on all, 
it turns to one individual boſom for 
repoſe. The relative duties here ac- 
quire conſiſtency and ſtrength. The 
huſband looks kindly on his ſelected 
partner, and their mutual feelings yearn 
upon their children. The reaſoning 
youth finds within his parent's arms, 
his joyful, his well-accuttomed ſhelter. 
The mature deſcendants: of virtuous 
anceſtors unite in all the. happineſs of 
fraternal love. Joy and ſorrow are 
equally diſtributed around the circle; 
whilſt mutual pleaſure. and delight 


* 


2 Biſhop of London's Diſc, Vol. I. S. 18. 
ſparkle 
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Sue in oth eye a1 animate Ye 
n 0 9317100} mem 


Where heart meets s heart, recipe 


Tach others a 8 to repoſe dine. ; 
(Fs GOO CR 


— wh} is hs link wh mm 
this pleaſing chain of beings 7 What is 
the electric ſpark which runs along it, 
and at the fame moment warms every 
boſom ? Is it the ſecret charm: of na- 
tural affection ſpringing from congenial 
breaſts? It is, —but it is ſamething 
more; it is nature cleanſed from all her 
feculence; it is nature refined by re- 
ligion. The revelation of Chriſt makes 
no exceptions in our love of men. On 
the contrary, they are directed to love 
one another on motives unknown to 
every former age; and for this reaſon, 
the precept which enjoins it, is called 
a new. commandment, When, therefore, 
we find that fo amiable a, principle be- 

comes a characteriſtic duty of the re- 
- U ligion 
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gion, of Chtiſt, dots it not imptt is 


ſtill more to unite our fortunes and our 
happineſs with thoſe on whom our eyes 
firſt opened at our eptrance into life, or 
thoſe, by whoſe friendly intercourſe we 
firſt 1 the —_ of hu- 


wanne? 


. When we dete 'bft "this Gees 4 origin 
& $riewdfhip, hall we heſitate to pro- 
nonnce* that it fprings' from! religion, 
"wo that its fare fruit iv virtue® 

Though not, perhaps, itfelf a virtue, 
et it is ſomething ſo very like à vir- 
tue, that no one Vito "his ever taſted 
the genuine ſatisfaction it affords, - 
can "willingly content to 3 n 
it “*. * 77 

To deſcant on bother WR ac- 
Sni to the principles of the goſpel, 
woute be only to recite what every 


Chriſtian Mew Study our Lord's 


par 9-7 e | 1 _ "I cg] it 
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realized. It is the neglett of this ſtudy 
which tends to deſtroy the practice of 
all religion, and renders man a bat- 
barian. OUTER e , 
The profeffor of chriſtianity, while 
the goſpel lies open before his eyes, is in 
no want of an inſtructor. If he reads 
Fuithfully what is written, he will find 
a friend both here and hereafter. 
Amongſt his earthly connections it is 
hard if he poſſeſſes not otte confidential 
bofom. If that ſhould unfortunately 


be the caſe, he is directed where to ap- 


ply for the tender care of one, who will 
« never leave him nor förſake him; 


© who is a ſtrength to the poor, 4 


« ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, 
% refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow 
from the heat.” —© Come unto me,” 
ſays our Saviour, * all ye that travel, 
* and are heavy laden, and I will give 
© you reſt.” Ve are my friends,” he 


adds, „if ye do whatſoever I command 


$ 


10 YOu. 
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Ig) he terms of religious friendſhip are 
here diſplayed ; and he who is without 
a friend, muſt be firſt without a God, 
without a Saviour, without an heart- 
inſpiring Comforter ; a ſituation in the 
higheſt degree dreadful and deplorable. 
But our merciful and kind Creator 
never deſigned ſo hopeleſs a ſtate for 
the children of men. He chears them 
under every difficulty, and if they do 
not wilfully degrade themſelves, he 
© will guide them with his counſel, and 
© afterwards receive them to glory.” 

A good Chriſtian, in every condition 
of human life, muſt be a faithful friend; 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe this affection of 
his heart is founded upon principle. 
He conſiders Chriſt as the head, and 
mankind as the members of his body. 
The alluſion is St. Paul's, to ſhew the 
intimate connection which ought to 
ſubſiſt among members of the ſame 
communion, * We being many, he 
ſays, are one body in Chriſt, and 

: cc every 
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« every one members one of another.” 
He looks upon every human creature, 
therefore, as bearing the image of God, 
and, on that account, entitled to his 
moſt cordial affection. He knows the 
extent of that love which brought 
Chriſt from heaven, and endeavours, 
by every friendly action, to repay it, 
however inferior in degree, to all his 
fellow men. Beloved, if God /6 
loved us (in fending his only begot- 
ten Son into the world that we might 
live through him) we ought alſo to 
love one another.” This then may 
be allowed to be a delineation of reli- 
gious friendſhip; as ſuperior to, and 
as different from, that which animated 
a Pylades, or an Oreſtes, as a chriſtian 
grace ſurpaſſes a momentary impulſe of 
heroic virtue, 
Wherever compaſſion can be ſhewn, 
there the attention of the Chriſtian is 
at hand; but mark! it is not for pity's 
fake only that he lends his aſſiſtance, 
. for 
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for that, conſidered in itſelf, is often 
merely a ſelſiſh and mfuthcient motive; 
but for the ſake of that Saviour who ig 
his greateſt, his beſt, and, through the 
goodneſs of God, who ſeat him inte 
the world, his only. benefactor. Here 
is a ſettled principle of true compaſſion, 
It fluctuates not with temper, it ſub- 
fides not through want, or through 
fatigue. Like a profluent ſtream it. is 
always full, and always ready to enrich 
the country through which it flows. 
The poor,” ſays our Lord, ** ye have 
« always with you.” But there are 
others befides the poor to whom friend- 
dip of this kind is valuable. Some are 
in want of protection, others of advice; 
ſome want health, and others comfort; 
ſome are the ſervants of deſpair, and 
others the ſlaves of ſin. Religious 
friendſhip endcavours to reliexe them 
all. | 
Though every human being is the 
object | of a Chriſtian's love, 1 would 
conſider 


— 
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conſider his profeſſional fxiendihip as 


his firſt concern; that is, under whats 
ever deſcription. of. men, in othep re- 
ſpects, he may bg found, he thould 
frictly ſupport the character he bears 
as a follower of Chriſt, With this im- 
thgſe ſenſible of the obligations of a 


Chriſtian in diſcharging the offices of 


theip ſtation, with whom he may hap- 
pen to be connected in ſecular egncerns. 


As a. father, ſon, or brethen he will 


have many opportunities of accom- 
pliſhing this impertant point, and 
wherever he is able to ſucceed, he will 


fad the bond of interequrſe drawn ſtill 
cloſer from the ſtrong motives of reli - 


giom. If he ſteps beyond the bounds 
of kindred or connection, he will find 
the ſame advantages in the cultivation 
of this holy league. Though he loves 
all men, and would gladly communi- 
cate to them every blefling he enjoys, 
he loves thoſe: moſt who are worſllip- 
U 4 pers 


* o ldtorond 8 "IEF < — 
* een A 3 2 4 * „r 


— 


| 
; 


————_—__— — 
” ins * 


— — — 


1 2 ů —— — 
— _— —— ——— ¶ ͤ——u—p— . Ro 
— | — 


* * ny * 2 
= — | — 
* — 2 ; "RX" - 1 * 228 = 1 * 
* | ea. no ney co FIY 3 y p = 
PP __ HI — .,] —- cc 


"= 
9 
7 

To 
"bh 
* 
17 
' 


2 id . 2 — 
x 


296 MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 


pers of the fame God, believers in the 


ſame redemption. The apoſtle allows 
and ſanctions this diſtinction “ as we 
have opportunity let us do good unto 
all men, efpectally to thoſe who are of 
« the houſhold of faith.” T“ | 
In - domeſtic life, the effects of this 


conduct are obvious and important. 


A religious concern for the welfare of 
a. family is attended with the beſt of 


_ conſequences. In worldly affairs, he 
who provides not, by his own care and 


induſtry, for the ſupport of his relatives 
in general, where it is in his power to 
do fo, as well as of his own houſe or 


family in particular, is declared, by 
kigh authority, to be, in that reſpect, 
worſe than an infidel. And furely a 


proper proviſion for their ſpiritual wants 
is of ftill greater importance. The 
„ unbelieving huſband is ſanctified by 


„the wife, and the unbelieving wife is 


e ſanctified by the huſband. For what 
Kknoveſt thou, O wife! ! if thou ſhalt 
* fave 
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* fave thy huſband ? Or how knoweſt 
„thou, O man! whether thou ſhalt 
« ſave thy wife!” ? 

It will not be doubted, from theſe 
conſiderations, but that religious friend- 
ſhip is a powerful mean, in the hand of 
Providence, to meliorate the condition 
of men, and humanize the world. 'The 
paſſions and affections are here united 
in the ſervice of virtue and religion. 
With a perpetual bias to ſuccour and 
relieve diſtreſs in every ſhape aud under 
every clime, they cling ſtill cloſer to 
thoſe boſoms pointed out by nature, 
or adoption, as the firſt fruits of their 
Care. | 

Reaſon as we will, this diſtinction 
will be always made. The good paſtor 
will love his own flock in the. firſt de- 
gree, the good parent his own child, 
and the good maſter will beſtow his 
chief care on his own dependents. If 
we make this uſe of this amiable affec- 
tion of the mind, it will ſoon run 

through 
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through every branch of human for 
ciety, and accompliſh that reformation 
of manners, that general diſpoſition to 
virtue and religion, which has been fo 
often Yihel * and. H ſeldom, . 


N. XXVII. 
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N' XXVII. 


Leam from yon orient ſhell to love thy foe, 

And ſtore ich pearls the hand that hrings thee woe : 
Free, like yon rock, from baſe vindictive pride, 
Anmblaze with gems the wriſt that rends thy fide ; 
Mark where yon tree rewards the ſtony ſnow 'r, 

With fruit neQareous, or the balmy flow'r: - 

All nature calls aloud + Sal wan do ffs 

Than heal the ſmiter, and the railer bleſs ?"* | 

8 | Hay 12. Sin WX. for xs's TRANS. - 


| . 


To diffuſe happineſs is the object of 
chriſtianity. As this great principle of 
our religion is univerſal, univerſal ſhould 
be its effects. Every pation and affec- 
tion of the mind, we have ſen, preſſed 
into its fervice. The exerciſe of virtue 
is an evident conſequence of the opera · 
tion of the diving Spirit, and the greater 
lengths we proceed in this -raad, the 


greater 
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greater are our convictions that we are 
taught of God. Some ſacrifice we muſt 
make to accompliſh this important 
point, and we cannot part with any 
thing with greater eaſe, than thoſe ſins 
which are our chief obſtructions in the 
ſchool of virtue. | 

The. offences which AY eaſily beſet 
us are thoſe which corrupt nature 
cheriſhes in oppoſition to our neigh- 
bour. To counteract theſe malignant 
feelings, chriſtianity offers a powerful 
antidote in the venerable and attractive 
form of charity. ** A new command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love 
« one another.” If we receive this 
genial ſpirit into our breaſt, we at once 
perceive the internal evidence of our re- 
ligion, which is known or felt by the 
transforming power which it produces 
on the will and affections. It never 
fails to direct its happy influence to the 
inmoſt receſſes of the heart: it lead us, 


in every inſtance, to look upon our 
fellow- 
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fellouv- creatures with complacency, to 
ſooth their ſorrows, to heal their 
wounds, to relieve their diſtreſſes: it 
ſhrinks from the thought that there is 
one amongſt the millions of mankind 
whom we dare not bid, God ſpeed! it 
is as ready not to offend, as to forgive 

when an offence has been committed. 
After having reflected on the advan- 
tages which would accrue to mankind 
iſ they would unite themſelves in bonds 
of religious friendſhip, let us beſtow a 
little further reflection, and we ſhall find 
that our duty takes a larger range, and 
directs us not to confine our kindneſs 
to our friends alone, but to extend it to 
thoſe whom we have unfortunately been 
\ obliged to call our enemies. If ye 
love them which love you,” ſays our 
Saviour, what reward have ye 2—If 
« ye ſalute your brethren only, what 
do ye more than others?“ The reli- 
gion of the goſpel requires a great deal 
more. However irkſome it may be to 
. the 


f 
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the natural man to break through pre- 
jadices which have been long and 
deeply eſtabliſhed, the ſpiritual man 
ſhould ſtrive to conquer. This is the 
great proof of his fincerity, the teſt of 
his religions principles. By this mall 
«all men know that ye are my diſci- 
« ples,” fays Chriſt. © Be ye there- 
fore perfect, he adds, alluding to 
this important conqueſt, „even as 
* your father which is in heaven is 

„perfect.“ God is kind and merciful, 
though he is afſantted daily by the moſt 
implacable enemies: be ye kind and 
merciful in invitation of him, and as he 
forgives you, / alſo d ye. 

Whether the preceft of loving our 
encnites be an driginal do@rine of chriſ- | 
klanity, 1 is àa matter of ſinall 3 importance, 
FM chriſtianity adopt the precept, and 
werommendl it on motives peculiar to 
Mb. The Mofaic law unddubtedly 
Underftovd it; for though it ſays, an 


"oF fe for an eye, and a tooth for a 
4 | 1 tooth. 5 
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tooth, thek can "only be ebnfidered 
ds 2 provefbial expreſſion to denote, i in 
certain eſe, the xc cutiof of ftrict and 
impartial juſtice. The lay-giver of the 
Jews Exprelsly tays— «thou Jhalt not 
ate thy brother in thine” heart— 
* be Thi t not. avenge or bear bene 


ri Aba adit 85 1 chou 555 K ey 
„pring it back to him again f.“ | 

"20S amade and excellent an injunc- 
tion, it 18 likely, our Lord would en- 
force in his admirable diſco urſe from 
the mount: He did i, in the moſt 
fttiking manner; and he had a further 
reaſon in doing it, as it had been falſcly 
interpreted by the Phariſees, and, per- 
- haps, totafly neglected by the great 
body of the Jewiſh people. It is for 
this cauſe that he oppoſes his own ex- 
preſfions to thoſe which they had been 


Lev. ix. 17, 18. 4 Ex. xxiii. 4, 


2 


accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed to hear. Ie have heard 
« that it hath been ſaid, &c. But 1 
* ſay unto you, Love your enemies. 
If any could command the precept 
with more than ordinary em phaſis it 
was C hriſt. We were his enemies when 
he died for us. If any may be expected 
to abey this precept above the reſt of 
mankind, they are Chriſtians : for we 
are forgiven our offences through the 
propitiatory facrifice of him, whom we 
have ſo often and ſo grievoull y of- 
fended. 

| When the antiquity af this precept 
is conſidered, as well as the facred fount 
from whence it flowed, it will be no 
matter of triumph to the adverfaries of 
revelation, that it has been. diſcovered 
in the ancient poems of oriental writers. 
The beautiful A ry'a couplet, ſays 
Sir William Jones, [Diſc. II. ]* . writ- 
"ten at leaſt three centuries before 


1 


V Aſiatic Reſearches, Vol. IV. 
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„of era, pronounces the: Uuty: of: a 
% good man, even in the momont of 
* his deſtruttion, to conſiſt not only in 
for giving, but eren in u defore of bene- 
ting, his deſtroyer, as\the Jandal tree 
in tlie inſtunt of its overthroto; ſheds 
* perfume an the ar which fells it; and 
© the verſe of Sadr repreſents à return 
<<, of good:for good as @ ſlight recipro- 
* city, but; ſays to the virtuous man, 
* confer benefits on him who has injured 
* thee, uſing aw Arabic ſentence, and a 
% maxim apparently of the ancient 
„Arabs. Hafiz has illuſtrated that 
* maxim with fanciful, but elegant al- 
* Juſions,” which I have prefixed to 
this meditation. 0 
Ifear, by everyone of us, the command 
to love our enemies has been thought 
an hard precept. But it ſhould be re- 
meinbered that to have enemies is out 
fault. I mean not to ſay, that in the 
chaos of intereſts with which the world 
abounds, it is poſſible to be the obje& 
. X of 
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of univerſal good-will,:-or; even to be 
without enemies. Alas! no man Can 
expect it. But we ſhould be careful, 
leſt the enmity which has been once 
excited, .ſhould he continued on our 
account. This is, indeed, a grievous 
offence: an offence, which, in all pub- 
lic or private quarrels, deſervedly meets 
with reprobation. That it is contrary 
to general or individual happineſs, will 
ſoon be found; that it is cqntrary to. 
religion, is ſeriouſly and fatally true. 
As men, we are loudly called upon; 
to love one another. Have we not 
* all one father? hath not one God 
** created us?“ The heart of the good 
man feels warm towards a the human 
race: and if any breaſt is ſo ſayage as 
to return evil for good, like the Saviour 
who redeemed all, he fays, ** Father! 
« forgive them, for they know not 
„what they do!“ 
This argument might be branched 
out to an almoſt interminable length, 
but 
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but the importance of the precept, 
renders the diſcuſſion frequent; and 
however different may be the practice 
of the world; few there are who are 
enemies to the principle. It is needleſs 
to ſay, that in this caſe, obedience is 
the very ſpirit of religion. Thus St. Paul 
both deſcribes and recommends this 
effect of chriſtianity : ** put on, there- 
fore, as the eleft of God, holy and 
{© beloved, howels of mercy, kindneſs, 


** meeknels, long-ſuffering, forbearing 


one another, and forgiving one ano- 
„ther, if any man hath a quarrel 
© againſt any; even as Chriſt forgave 
* you, ſo alſo do ye.” | 
In every inſtance implacabls; mie 
meets with our ſteady and unqualified 
condemnation. But there are two 
caſes which ſtand forward with daring 
| fronts, and preſent themſelves as the 
moſt puilty enemies of peace: I mean 
domeſtic and political quarrels. | 
I. As a greater degree of kindneſs 
may reaſonably be expected from a near 
X 2 and 
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and dear relative, or a boſom friend, 
than from a ſtranger, fo the offence. of 
the former ſtrikes the breaſt, with 
marper paugs. It was not an 
© enemy;” ſays David; that re- 
„ proached me, then 1 could have 
* borne it; but it was. thou, my com- 
4 panion, my guide, mine own fami- 
iar friend!“ But what !—becauſe he 

was my brother, my friend, ſhall I be 
more implacable on that account? The 
reverſe. ought to be my conduët. It 
my. ſtruggle be greater, ſo will be my 
_ conqueſt: What fays our Lord, © If 
thy brother- treſpaſs againſt thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee 
% and him alone —filence and ſeereſy 
are leaſt apt to irritate. or offend on 
theſe delicate occaſions—** if he ſhall 
<* hear thee, thou haſt gained thy bro- 
ther; if he will not: hear thee, thou 
haſt acquitted thine own fſoul:; but 
ceaſe not to pray for his welfare, and 
endeavour; by every means, to promote 
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his temporal and eternal intereſt. - Leave 
the denunciation, or infliction of ven- 
geance, to him in whoſe hand is the 
rell aimed thunderbolt, God knows 
on whoſe head it may light; but let 
our hands be cleanſed from ſin, and 
our hearts from malice. Except ye 
* become as little children innocent 
and harmleſs as they are—** ye ſhall in 
no caſe enter into the ann of 

heaven. | 
II. While we look around us in the 
preſent age of the world, and fee the 
devaſtation of many lately flouriſhing 
nations, and hear the dreadful craſh of 
kingdoms, ſurely we need no other argu- 
ment to convince us of the fatal effects 
of political animoſities. Love your 
enemies“ —in this caſe would be an 
healing balm to myriads of mankind. 
Pray God avert the melancholy effects 
of party ſpirit 'in- this often-favoured 
Ifle! The calm ſequeſtered eye cannot 
but often fill, at the ſight of public 
X 3 danger, 
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danger, ariſing from the baleful paſſions 
of pretended friends. They are not 
the cool collected opinions of wiſe coun: 
ſellors which are heard, but the depre- 
ciating rancour of private and perſonal 
reſentment. It is not always to fave a 
country that declamation raiſes. her 
voice, but to overturn the ſtability of 
eſtabliſhed governments, and ſeek plun- 
der among the ruins. To effect this, 
we liſten to expreſſions which ſhock our 
cars. As much as I dete him,” ſaid 
one great orator lately of another, in 
the midſt of the great council of the 
nation, I dete him ſtill more for 
this.“ —Is this the. language of de- 
cency, is it the language of placability, 
is it the language of a Chriſtian? I 
would not tolerate this in any party. 
Calm, or even warm diſcuſſions, reli- 
gion forbids not, on ſubjects of im- 
portance. But perſonal enmities at all 

times, and on all occaſions, are con- 


trary 
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trary to decorum; and far, far from 
the duty of chriſtianity. 

My pen will not ceaſe on this ſubject, 
till I have copied an important paſſage 
from the writings of Mr. Addiſon. 
Humble though I am, I beg leave to 
recommend it to the conſideration of 
ſtateſmen; which I would rather do in 
his language than my own. 

There cannot a greater judgment 
„ befal a country than ſuch a dreadful 
*« ſpirit of diviſion as rends a govern- 
ment into two diſtin& people, and 
makes them greater ſtrangers, and 
„% more averſe to one another, than if 
they were actually two different na- 
c tions. The effects of ſuch a diviſion 
** are pernicious to the laſt degree, not 
only with regard to thofe advantages 
<*« which they give the common enemy, 
but to thoſe private evils which they 
produce in the heart of almoſt every 


e particular perſon. This influence is 
fatal both to men's morals and un der 


X 4 e ſtand+ 
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© ſtandings; it ſinks the virtue of a 
nation, and not only 16, but deſtroys 
even common ſenſe. With real grief 
of heart, I take notice, that tlie 
minds of many good men among us, 
appear ſoured with party-princyplos, 
© and: alienated ane from another in 
* ſuch. a manner, as ſuems tome alto: 
* gether inconſiſtent; with the dictates 
either of reaſon or religion. 
As T have endeavoured: to diſcounte- 
nance the virulence of political differ- 
cnees at home, I would venture to re- 
commend the ſame maderation with 
regard to thoſe neighbouring nations, 
which are ſometimes: diſtinguithed by 
the name of natural enemies. In tlie 
ſirſt place, I give my pointedroppoſition 
to the name; for liowever enmity may 
be natural in a man's own breaſt, it 
never can be ſo with reſpect to our fel- 
lo y- creatures. Though public offences 
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may be committed, it is contrary to 
true policy, it is contrary to true reli- 
gion; to make reprizals by invective. 
The balance of nations is in the hand 
of Providence. God only knows on 
which - fide juſtice reigns. It is more 
than probabhle, that in moſt caſes the 
offence is mutual: in all, it is certain, 
much muſt be forgiven, * Benot there- 


fore wiſe in your own conceits. Recome 


„ penſe tod man evil for evil.” This 
moral precept is as true of national 
quarrels, as of thoſe of individuals. 
If thine enemy hunger, feed him, 
if he thirſt, give him drink; for in 
ſo doing (as the artificer melts his 
metal when he uſes it, by expoſing it 
to the action of heated fuel, fo) thou 
„ ſhalt heap coals of fire on his head.” 
Even the horrors of war have been mi- 
tigated by the introduction of chriſti- 
anity—let chriſtianity then have its 
proper effect“ be not overcome of 
5 evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

. Convinced 
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= Convinced though we may bc, even 
by ratioual reflection, that we ought. to 
regard our enemies with an eye. of kind- 


neſs, yet without the interpoſition of 


divine grace we ſhall not be enabled to 


perform ſo acceptable a ſervice. The 


natural paſſions, urged on by the im- 
petuoſity of human conduct, find many 
enemies to combat: but he who js in- 
fluenced by a mild and compaſſionate 
religion, looks upon no man as an ene- 
my; and if he has ſuffered an injury, 
he is the firſt to forgive it too. 
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No XXVII. 


So ſung they, and the empyrean rug 
With halleluiahs : Thus was ſabbath kept. 
| ü 5 Mix ron. 


W'᷑nx the wiſeſt of men, and the pro. 
foundeſt of ſcholars, to conſult upon a 
method the moſt likely to impreſs an 
important doctrine upon the world, it 
is probable that they would adopt that 
which chriſtianity purſues. I do not 


ſay that human reaſon could deviſe 
theſe, or means like theſe, to produce 


this important end, but when they are 
propounded from the depths of divine 
wiſdom, the reaſon of man ſeizes the 


happy revelation, and converts it to the 


benefit of mankind. 
Variqus are the plans of Providence 


to effect its own deſigns. Like the re- 


volution 
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volution of the planets around the 
globe, each keeps its proper order, yet 
theds that degree of luſtre which it was 
originally intended to produce. This 
has conſtantly been the cafe fince the 
ſun. began its courſe; and with pro- 
greſſive brightneſs, knowledge, of which 
that 1s the abe will continually in- 
creaſe ſtill more and more unto a per- 
fe day: Chriſtianity is one of: thoſe 
ſteps of knowledge which brings us 
ncarer to perfection, and the ordinances 
which the preſcribes are the means of 
accomplifiing this great purpoſe. Sa 
tong as the world remains, external in- 
ſtitutions muſt remain likewife, We 


are exeqtures of /enſe, and require an 
outwarck as well as an inward motive of 


action: It is the praife of chriſtianity 
that thefe motives are fo. united under 
her iufluence as to work together for 
the benefit of ſocicty.  Baptifm and the 
_—_ d's ſupper, hearing, reading, pray- 
„ Ke. are all- of this nature; and to 
— 
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theſe may add, a Proper: hte watiege 

of the chriſtian ſabbath. . dre tety 

But before 1 purſue this 3 ſubjeR;, 

L muſt premiſe that it js net with A, 

{uperttitious reverence that any of theſe, 
means on ordihances mult, be--eujoyed:; 

The pureſt food may be the vehicle of 
the moſt ſubtile poiton.. It is neither 
the wathing of water, nor partaking of 

bread and wine—it is neither attending 

to the malt eloquent pregcher, nor read-, 
ing the moſt elegant diſcourſe c it is not 
even lifting up Our hands to heaven, or 
ſubmitting to [the ordinary formalitics 
of a ſabbath, that will eutitle us to the 
priviledges of the goſpel. It is the in- 
ward impreſſion alone, to which theſe. 
important though they be, are only 
auxiliaries, that muſt give an efficacy 
to all our performances. The Spirit of 
God which moved upon tlie great abyſs 
at the creation of the world, ſtill moves 
upon the ſurface of the Chriſtian's heart. 
It is the: mfluence. of this Spirit which 
Pit, gives 
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gives life to our religious ſervices ; it is 
this which alters the corrupt habits and 
diſpoſitions of men; it is this which 
changes their very nature, which makes 
the adulterer chaſte, the drunkard ſober, 
the voluptuary a lover of God, the re- 
vengeful mild and placable, and the 
proud reaſoning philoſopher an humble 
teachable Chriſtian. 

Does our reaſon inform us that of all 
changes, this would be the moſt. de- 
ſirable? Does our experience ſhew us, 
that where this change has been made, 
man is the moſt happy? Let us then 
uſe thoſe ordinances with thankfulneſs, 
which the goodneſs of God has provided 
to effect it. At this time I ſhall aſſume 
it as a known truth, that the chriſtian 
fabbath draws within its circle every 
duty the beſt calculated for the preſent 
or future welfare of mankind. It is 
this which hath preſerved the chriſtian 
religion to this day in the world, and is 
the greateſt ſecurity of its being ſafely 

and 
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and happily” tranſmitted to poſterity. 
What was the-firſt ſtep which a nation 
of Philoſophiſts took to carry into effect 
a grand conſpiracy againſt the civil and 
religious intereſts of thouſands? T hey 
extirpated their teachers, ſtiut up their 
churches, and aboliſhed the fabbath: 


19 «© Were it not for tliat reſt which is 


„appointed on the firſt -day of the 
„ week, and the ſolemn meetings 
«which then take place for the pur- 
e poſe of ſocial worthip and religious 
< inſtruction, the labours of the com- 
«© mon people, that is, of the 'greateſt 
part of mankind; would be unſup- 


„portable; moſt of them would live 
and die in utter ignorance, and thoſe 
„ who are remote from neighbours 


55 would become barbarians. Bad as 


„the world is, there is reaſon to think 


that it would be a thouſand. times 
«« worſe, if it were not for this inftitu- 


tion; the wiſdom and humanity of 


0 which-ic can never be ſufficiently *ad- 
"4 << mired; 


{ : 
: 
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80 mired; 5 and if it were as ſtrictly ob- 
e ſerved as it is poſitiye ly, commanded, 
« would operate with ſingular efficacy 
in advancing public pr oſperity * | 
1 « well as private virtue“ 
The diviſion of time into weeks i. 1s 
more than a, probable evidence in fa- 
your of chriſtianity, as it was in days of 
old, of the, religion of the Jews. Un- 
leſs we. conſider the Moſaic hiſtory. of 
the creation as authentic, how. can we 
account for that ancient, and almoſt 
univerſal practice of dividing time into 
. portions of ſeven days F The computa- 
tion of time by days, months, aud 
years, has a foundation in nature; al- 
ternate light and darkneſs form a viſible 
period; we behold too the varied phaſes 
of the moon, and obſerve the apparent 
revolution on the ſun. But there is no 
principle that I know of, which directs 
or ſuggeſts a regular period of ſeven 


® Bpattie's Elements of Moral Science, Vol, II, p. 86. 


days 
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days in the ordinary occurrences of hu- 
man life. For this we maſt look to the 
original record of that important mo- 
ment when God bleſſed the ſeventh 
day and ſanctiſied it, becauſe that in 
, he had reſted from all his work.“ 

The Syrians, Egyptians, and moſt 
of the oriental nations, appear to have 
© uſed this diviſion of time from all an- 
c tiquity : though it did not get foot- 
ing in the weſt, till chriſtianity 
brought it in: the Romans reckon- 
c' ing their days not by ſevenths but by 
*© ninths, and the ancient Greeks by 
ee decads or tenths ; [which laſt com- 
t putation las been adopted by their 
© imitators, the modern directors of 
France.] The uſe of weeks among 
« the heathens of the eaſt is ſuppoſed _ 
to be a remain of the traditian of 
** the creation which they had ſtill re- 
** tained with divers others. This is 
e the opinion of Grotius, who likewiſe 
proves, that not only throughout the 
55 . ** eaſt, 
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* eaſt, but even among the Greeks, | 
© Italians, Celtæ, Sclavi, and even the 
Romans themſelves, the days were 
« divided into weeks, and that the 
„ ſeventh day was in extraordinary 
« veneration*.” 

Whatever may have been the prac- 
tice of ancient nations, whatever may 
be the practice of modern ones, let us 
hold it as an incontrovertible opinion, 
that the obſervation of the ſabbath is 
an indiſpenſable obligation of a Chriſ- 
tian, and that to him it is attended 


with peculiar and diſcriminating ad- 


vantages. In addition to the impor- 


tant motives of the Jews, he poſſeſſes a 


ſuperior object of attention, an object 


not of contemplation only but of ado- 
ration, in him who was Lord alſo of 


© the fabbath-day.” That we might 


never want a moment of leiſure to con- 
template the great importance of re- 


Encyclopedia — Rees. Verb. ect. 


demption 


MEDITATIONS OF A RECLUSE. 323 


demption by Jeſus Chriſt, the day of 
reſt was changed by the general prac- 
tice of the diſciples of our Lord, influ- 
enced, no doubt, by the Spirit of God, 
to a day of {till ſuperior obligation, the 
day on which he triumphed over death. 
and the grave, by a glorious refurre&tion 
from the dead. On that day was our 
redemption completed ; we received, 
as it were, a new creation; we were rel- 
cued from more than Egyptian bond- 
age, and were made children of God, 
being children of the redemption. This, 
therefore, is a never- failing ſubject of a 
Chriſtian's meditation on the Lord's 
day: „ that like as Chriſt was raiſed 
from the dead by the glory of the 
father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
© newneſs of life.” | 

It is on the return of this day in all 
chriſtian countries, that all the ſprings 
of religion are ſet in motion : and a 
chearfu] day it is to every ſincere diſ- 


ciple of Chriſt. The good paſtor in- 
„ ſtructs 
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ſtructs his flock, the good maſter his 
family, the good parent his beſeeching 
offspring. Friend meets. friend with 
chearful countenance: enmities are for- 
gotten, and enemies are reconciled. 
The benevolent principles of chriſti- 
anity prevail in every breaſt. Every 
man 18 willing to receive or impart in- 
ſtruction. All are gaſping for that ſal- 
vation which the divine goodneſs hath 
made manifeſt to all. Places of public 
worſhip are open, and invite the pious 
worſhipper. The chiming bells are 
heard on every hill: it is the very 
ſpring-time of devotion—and happy is 
the man who ſeizes the golden oppor- 
tunity which every village affords. 

The complaints of David, when de- 
prived of the public worſhip of God, are 
beautiful and pathetic. ** As the hart 
*© panteth after the water-brooks, ſo 
panteth my foul after thee, O God! 
„My foul thirfteth for God, for the 
* living God: when ſhall I come. and 
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appear before God!” Pf. 42. How 
„ amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of hoſts! My foul longeth, yea, even 
*{ fainteth for the courts of the Lord: 
my heart and my fleth crieth out for 
* the living God.” Pſ. 84. 

I ſhall be pardoned for introducing 
in this place the beautiful fimplicity 
and amiable piety of the following 
ſtanza, - which is delivered in the af- 
ſumed character of the ſolitary tenant 
of an uninhabited iſland :— 


6% Religion! what treaſure untold 
« Refides in that heav'nly word! 
„More precious than ſilver or gold, 
« Or all that this earth can afford, 


But the ſound of the church- going bell 
« Theſe vallies and rocks never heard, 
&« Ne'cr ſigh'd at the ſound of a knell, 
6e Or mild when a Sabbath appear d. 


He who can, unmoved, hear the invi- 
tation of inſtruction repeated every ſab- 


by 
* 


®* Cowper, | 


* 
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bath-day, who can ſhut himſelf up in 
his counting houſe, or wander about 
his farm, regardleſs of this important 
mean af ſalvation, is in a more forlorn 
and deſerted ſtate than Alexander Sel- 
kirk on the iſland of Juan Fernandez. 
My brother ! you pretend to be a 
Chriſtian, and hope for happineſs in 
another life; you hope for it too in the 
way which Jeſus Chriſt has appointed. 
Is it not then a part of his religion to 
hallow his fabbaths ? How can you pro- 
fane this holy day by a thouſand im- 
proper amuſements and employments ? 
How can you profane it by actions that 
are unlawful upon any day? It is a 
ſtrange profeſſion of religion which will 
encourage a perſon to expect the bleſſed 
hope of everlaſting life, the ſubſtantial 
rewards of yirtuous conduct, who yet 
diſobeys thoſe precepts and flights that 
faith, which affords the only ſure foun- 
dation for ſuch an expectation. Shew 
yourſelf then, my friend ! my brother ! 
ſincere 
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ſincere in your profeſſions. Accept the 
precious offer of this holy day; it may 
be unto thee a day of grace and ſalva- 
tion. A time may come when a day, 
an hour, will be valuable indeed. The 
world paſſeth away and the luſt 
thereof, but he that doth the will of 
God abideth for ever. 
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| 8 . 
The —__ where the good man meets hit fate, | 
Is privileg' d beyond tbe common walk 


Ot virtyovs life, quite in the verge of deve. 
5 Fopxs. 


Tis E influence of habit on the actions 
of men is of 10 great importance ta 


their happineſs, that the moraliſt ſeizes 


upon this poſt when he wiſhes to re- 


commend the practice of virtue. So 


ſenſible are we of this truth, that, in 
many inſtances, we chuſe rather to re- 
tain an evil cuſtom than to be at the 
labour of changing it. The fatal effects 
of inveterate end dann are the ſubjects 
of daily lamentation: : whilſt we ſome- 
tunes happily behold, as a counterpart 

to 


Ag 
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to this dark picture, the beneficial con- 
{quences of progreſſive goodneſs. 
It is in this light that the goſpel 
opens its treaſures to a good man. It 
does not at once, as in the caſe of St. 
Paul on his journey ta Damaſcus, en- 
rich him with its graces ; but it follows 

the courſe of nature, and gradually 
makes him ſenſible of their value, be- 
fore it beſtows the fulneſs of its gifts. 
For this reaſon, chriſtian perfection lies 
more within the reach of man. He 
ws 0 not behold it at an unappraach- 
able diſtance, but feels himſelf, through 
the operations of divine grace, making 
a gradual advance towards it. He does 

not ceaſe from the purſuit, conſcious of 
his own inability to attain it, but rely- 
ing on the certain, though inſenſible, 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of God, he 
proceeds along the ſacred road, nor 
doubts that all his efforts will be 
crowned with ſucceſs. His ardour in 
this purſuit is not damped by a reflec- 
| tion 
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tion on his own unworthineſs ; for he 
conſiders the nature of that perfection 
required by the goſpel of Chriſt ; and 
is ſatisfied that it conſiſts not in having 
no failings, no imperfections of nature, 
but in the conſtant reſiſtance which the 


good man makes to ſuch intruding ene- 


mies, and in that victory which over- 
* cometh the world:“ that it · conſiſts 
not in extraordinary acts of virtue, 


which lie far out of the moſt frequented 


walks of men, but in performing the 
ordinary duties of human life upon the 
principles of chriſtianity. | 
When religion is made a ſcience,” 
< there is nothing more intricate, when 
it is made a duty, nothing more eaſy. 
Every day's experience, and every mo- 
ment's reflection confirm the obſerva- 
tion; for it we ſtudy. the religion of 
Chriſt as it was plainly delivered to the 
world, we ſhall find nothing to puzzle 
or perplex, every thing to inſtruct and 
improve. It ditcourages no man's pre- 

| tenſions 
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tenſions to ſalvation, but calls upon all 
men, the wearied and heavy laden, the 
publican and the harlot, to take upon 
them its light burthen and its eaſy 
yoke. The well inſtructed mind exults 
in the revealed motives of the goſpel, 
and dwells with pleaſure on its duties. 
It receives the communication of the 
will of heaven with gratitude, and with 
rapture accepts the unſpeakable gift 
which alone * can make us wiſe unto 
_ * ſalvation.” 

Thele are the foundations of a good 
man's life ; and what 1s more, theſe are 
the reflections which will ſupport his 
ſoul, when every other ſupport is gone. 
— Having, in the foregoing medita- 
tions, . purſued a regular train of 
thought, from the firſt motion of the 
mind that, a revelation is neceſſary to 
effect the ſalvation of men, to a con- 
ſideration of the influence of the Holy 
Spirit of God, and of thoſe ordinances 
W by that Spirit as means of 
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accompliſhing this great end—where 
ought my pen to reſt or my heart re- 
poſe, but in that teſt of the chriſtian 
faith, the death-bed of the righteous? 
Here it will be allowed that the maſk 
falls from the countenance, and that 
the inmoſt receſſes of human thought 


are © naked and open before him with 


„whom we have to do.” It is here 
where the graces of a good life operate 
to the advantage of their poſſeſſor. 
From the earlieſt impulfe of virtue, 
when the reaſon of the man is firſt pro- 
tected, cherithed, promoted by the good 
Spirit of God, to that awful, that im- 


portant criſis when the parting breath 


ſtands quivering on the lip, religion 


teaches us to look forward to the future 
ſtate of man. For this ſtate we are 


prepared by previous trials, and as we 
bear them with reſolution, avoid them 


with deteſtation, or ſhrink from them 


with cowardice, according to the differ- 
ent modes by which we are attacked, 
"we 
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we haye reaſon to expect a correſpond- 
ent puniſhment or reward. 

He who reflects on religion with that 
diſengagement from prejudice which 
he ought, will find that the poſſeſſes 
many fecret and unſuſpected charms. 
True it is, the meditations of 'the 
wicked are dreary enough—* without 
are fightings, within are fears.” Such 
will never expect an happy termination 
of their career. But that breaſt within 
which every chriſtian grace vefides, 
feels a different ſentiment “ the fruit 
* of righteouſneſs is peace, and the 
effect of men N and 
aſſurance for ever. 

c Heav'n waits not the laſt moment: dens her friends | 
On this fide death; and points them out to men. 


Every thing relating to religion is of a 
pleaſing aſpect : it is guilt or ſuperfti- 
tion only which ſhades the picture, and 
produces that gloom and horror which 

1 thoſe 
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thoſe aſcribe to it who know it only by 
its name. 

The difference between the latter 
hours of the righteous and the wicked 
is very ſtriking: it ariſes from this 
ſhort hiſtory of their feelings and ex- 
pectations: the heart of the former is 
exalted by a well founded hope of re- 
ward, the heart of the latter is too juſtly 
depreſſed by a fear of puniſhment. — 
Pray you that can I never prayed 
] cannot pray. My principles have 
e poiſoned my friend; my extrava- 
gance has beggared my boy; my 
% unkindneſs has murdered my wife !— 
and is there another hell Oh! 
e thou blaſphemed, yet moſt indulgent, 
«© Lord God! Hell itſelf is a refuge, 1 
e it hides me from thy frown.” Such 
were the dying horrors of the wretched 
Altamont*.—* I have ſent for you 
that you might ſee how a Chriſtian 


* Young's Centaur not fabulous, 


” CAR 
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*-can die,” were among the laſt. ex- 


preſſions of the virtuous Addiſon. 

- Having before conſidered the end of 
the wicked, I reſerved the reflection ou 
the death of the righteous, as a pleaſing 
topic to conclude theſe my 1mpertect 
_ 1neditations. | 

Many talk of death who never think 
ſeriouſly about it, and many think of 


death who never venture to pronounce 


its name. If there are any good men 
who labour under the unprethon of this 
tear, let us aſcribe it to its proper mo- 
tive. It is not the appearance or ap- 
proach of death which terrifies them, 
but the apprehenſion of their own un- 
worthineſs to preſent themſelves before 
a God who is of purer eyes than to 
<« behold iniquity.” This conſideration 
ſhould remove any unjuſt reflections 


which the healthy and the daring may | 
_ eaſt upon the laſt moments even of a 


good man. A modeſt diffidence and 


humble demeanour. may often be mil- 
taken 


1 
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taken for an unwarrantable fear. Be- 
ſides, the frame of our bodily conſtruc- 
tions is effentially different, and the 
man of nerve and ſtrength is no com- 
petent judge of another's feelings, This. 
too may account for that undaunted 
countenance which many wicked men 
have ſhewn in the hour of their diſſo- 
lution, I dare not add, though reli- 
gion will juſtify the obſervation, that 
the grace of God may have taken its 
departure from them: for it is as im- 
poſſible for the ſinful man to fathom 
the depths of the divine counſel, as it 
is unbecoming our weakneſs to point 
out the particular objects of almightʒ 
diſpleaſure. | 

It is ſome comfort to refle& that far 
the greater part of mankind quit the 
ſcene of life with eaſe and compoſure. 
J preſume that every man, whoſe pro- 
feſſion leads him to be a frequent viſitor 
at the hed of the dying, will confirm 
this obſervation. A writer in a popular 
publica- 
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publication deſcribes this eaſy tranſition | 
in the following words. To go out 
** of the world is as eaſy as to enter 
** into it, and, in a philoſophical view, 
* ſeems more eaſy. Many things ap- 
*© pear more formidable in imagination 
* than they are in reality. When we 
« are in perfect health and ſpirits, we 
„have an unpleating idea of fickneſs 
and confinement ; but when we are 
* actually ſick and confined, we are 
© more inſenſible to the pleaſures and 
gaieties of the world. We conſider 
„them as vanities and follies, and 
have not the leaſt inclination to paſs 
« a ſecond time through the ſame dan- 
** gerous and tumultuous ſcene. As 
*© our diſtemper increaſes we begin to 
be diſguſted with life, and with to be 
© releaſed. The proſpect of death be- 
** o1ns to become more familiar as we 
approach. In proportion as nature 
fails, we loſe the power of ſenſation; 
the interval is ſhort and tranſient ; 

7. the 
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„ the change imperceptible. No re- 
** ftection, and conſequently no pain 
* ſucceeds. The ſoul forgets her 
en; anxiety, and calmly ſinks into re- 
60 pole.”. 5 
This may be a true delincation of 
the decaying and decayed powers of 
nature; but religion hopes for ſome- 
thing more; ſhe hopes that her laſt 
voice, her laſt ſigh, her laſt ſenſation, 
will fondly reſt upon the author of her 
ſalvation. She wiſlies indeed that her 
tranſition may be eaſy ; but her enrap- 
tured eye darts far beyond the ſur- 
rounding darkneſs, being fully ſatisfied 
that * the ſufferings of this preſent 
life are not worthy to be compared 
<« with the glories which ſhall be re- 
«© yealed.” 

The writer deceives himſelf, I will 
not ſuppoſe with an intention of flat- 
tering the departing, when he ſays, 
that in proportion as nature fails, we 
loſe _ power of Jenſation. This is true 

only 
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only of the laſt extremity of ſickneſs. 
The mind does not in all caſes, nor 
even in moſt, participate with the infir- 
mities of the body. That often ap- 
_ pears in greater ſtrength when the ſpark 
of exiſtence! is juſt expiring, and has 
been diſtinguiſhed by the name of an 
uUlumination before death, When the 
great and good Dr. Johnſon, whole re- 
ligious or conſtitutional fears of death 
are often caſt into the ſcale againſt him, 
was in his laſt ſickneſs, with that native 
fortitude which, amidſt all his bodily 
diſtreſs and mental ſufferings, never 
forſook him, he deſired his friend and 
phyſician to tell him plainly whether he 
could recover, and being informed that 
he could not recover without a miracle 
—* then,” ſaid he, „ will take no 
** more phyſic, not even my opiates, 
„for I have prayed that I may render 
** up my {ſoul to God, unclouded®*.” 


* Boſwell's Life of Johnſon, Vol, III. p. 674. 
22 8 3 0 
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To be diſguſted with the world too, 
is not the proper motive of withing for 
death. The vanities and follies of life 
no doubt are proper objects of diſguſt 
in every period of our exiſtence. But 
life itſelf comes not under that deſcrip- 
tion. It was given us as a bleſſing ; it 
ought to be received and valued as 
ſuch. In it are many and important 
duties to be performed ; the future 
happineſs of our ſouls depend upon the 
proper employment of our lives; every 
moment 1s of ſterling worth ; and there- 
fore is no otherwiſe to be eſteemed a 
trifle than in compariſon with the never 
ending days of eternity. What ſays 
St. Paul? © I have a deſire to depart, 
„aud to be with Chriſt, which is far 
better; nevertheleſs to abide in the 
* fleſh is more needful for you.” 

The firſt beam of reward which 
breaks in upon the righteous is in the 
moment of his diſſolution, or at ſuch 
times as he is preparing his ſoul for 

| 3 | another 
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another ſtate of exiſtence. By a con- 
templation on the promiſes of the goſ- 
pel, his mind repoſes in ſecurity. He 
knows on whom he has believed, he is 
ſatisfied for what important purpoſes 
his faith was required ; and the glad 
tidings of ſalvation ſtrengthen and re- 
freſh his ſoul in that awful hour. And 


here it is that the goſpel of Chriſt juſtly 


triumphs, by removing the ſting of 
death, and opening a projects of the 
everlaſting ages. 

If we conſider death as a gloomy 
paſſage to an unknown country, if we 
look upon it only as a puniſhment of 
thoſe ſins, which we are conſcious of 
having committed, there could be little 
comfort, nay, there muſt be great ap- 
prehenſions, at its arrival; but when 
we ſee in it a ſacrifice for lin, infinitely 
interior indeed to, but deriving its effi- 
cacy from the facrifice which Chriſt 
made upon the croſs for the fins of all 
mankind, what comfort and conſola- 
* tion 
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tion then ariſes in the ſoul ? The chrif- 
tian principle here ſupports our ſpirits ; 
and if our faith in Chriſt be equal to 
our wants, we ſhall indeed be ** more 
* than conquerors.” ** It by one man's 
% offence death reigned by one; much 
% more they which receive abundance 
of grace, and. of the gift of righte- 
„ ouſnels, ſhall reign in one Jeſus 
«« Chriſt—for as by one man's diſobe- 
*© dience many were made ſinners, ſo 
* by the obedience of one ſhall many 
be made righteous. ” 

God knows how the beſt of us may 
behave upon the bed of death ; but be 
aſſured of this as a conſtant and inva- 
riable truth, that there can be no ſolid 
ſatisfaction in this life till we have over- 
come the tear of death, and that the 
only way to obtain this conqueſt is to 
ſearch diligently the things of Chriſt 
to be ſatisfied that it is only by him, 
and through him, that life and immor- 
tality are manifeſted to the world that 

it 
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it is by his free adoption that we are 
acknowledged as his children - and 
that by his grace, if we perform his 
will, we ſhall finally be ſaved. The 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. The ſting of 
* of death is ſin—but thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, - 
blefſed be God! I have ſeen the 
righteous expire. I have beheld him 
gradually diſengage himself from the 
employments and interruptions of life; 
ray, I have beheld him, painful though 
it was, with a fortitude becoming. his 
ſituation, take a laſt farewell of thoſe 
near and dear connections which, under 
God, were the ſolace of every pain, the 
balm of every wound: confident that 
at the reſurrection in the laſt day, thoſe 
who love God, will God bring with 
him. As the world recedes, a new 


order of things appear to riſe before 
2 4 him 
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him—he ſees the ſign of the Son of 
man in heaven—placid is his eye as he 
turns it on the departing carth—rap- 
turous is his heart as he contemplates 
| his ſpeedy flight to heaven, and the 
| | . glories about to be revealed to him. 
* Oh death! where is now thy ſting? 
« Oh 2980 where is now thy vic-— 
$6 tory * 5 
In the whole circle of human life, 1 
know. not a ſcene of greater exulta- 
tion than the laſt moments of a one 6. 
Chriſtian. | 

„Let me die the death of the 

* righteous, and may 88 laſt end be 
like his! | 


wo 


* 
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Ne XXX. 


As when | | 
A panting traveller, ſome riſing ground, 

Some ſmall aſcent, has gain'd, he turns him round, 
And meaſures with his eye the various vale, 

The fields, woods, meads, and rivers. he has paſt ; 
Thus I— WES. 


YouNnce 


——__ 


As the pureſt intellectual pleaſure 
ariſes from the proper application of 
the mind in the inveſtigation of truth, 
ſo a review of the ſeveral arguments 
which lead to ſo deſirable an end, can- 
not but contribute, in a conſiderable 
degree, to enforce that mental fatisfac- 
tion, and confirm that belief which is 
| ſettled on ſo firm a baſis. And when 
the truth we ſeck after ſprinzeth up into 
everlaſting life, which is the caſe with 

all 
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all our religious reſcarches, the purſuit 
in ſome meaſure rewards itſelf, antici- 
pating a ftate of being, eternal in its 
duration, fupreme in its enjoyment. * 
The mind of man, ever active and 
employed, darts through the ſphere of 
every untried ſituation, and by the 
energies of nature endeavours to find 
out a point of reſt. If he fails in at- 
tanning his purpoſe, it can only be aſ- 
cribed to his ſetting forward on a falſe 
principle. Correct this with caution 
at the firſt entrance on a courſe of rea- 
foning, and the refult muſt be fortu- 
nate. But if we neither reckon longi- 
tude nor latitude when we launch into 
the open lea, if neither ſun nor ſtar 
brighten our navigation, our veſſel 
muft unavoidably founder amongſt 
thoſe thoals and quickfands, which a 
little previous ſtudy w 2 . taught 
us to avoid. 

As there is but one harbour which 


the navigators of human life ſhould 
ſeek, 


Fan 
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ſeek, ſo there is but one track which 
they ſhould follow in its purſuit ; that 
track, to drop the metaphor, is religion. 
It is of importance, therefore, to every 
rational being to aſcertain its truth: 
and this, no doubt, is the beſt employ- 
ment of our reaſoning faculties. I do 
not indeed ſay that the ſtrongeſt powers 
of reaſon can fathom the depths of al- 
mighty wiſdom, neither is religion in 
any ſenſe ſubſervient to its ditates— 
as the heavens are higher than the 
* earth, ſo are my ways,” faith God, 
* higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” But 
as God has been pleaſed to make man 
a frec- agent, and endue him with a 
liberty of judging of that evidence of 
divine truth which is laid before him, 
it becomes an indiſpenſable duty to 
make a right uſe of our reaſon in ſo 
important an inveſtigation. 

In the preceding pages I have en- 
deavoured to preſerve ſuch a connec- 
tion 
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tion of thought, as may ſeem to offer 
itſelf to the plaineſt underſtanding, 
when reflecting on the great bleſſings 
of chriſtianity. I am aware that the 
ſubje& I have choſen, branches out 
into a variety of conſiderations, both of 
doctrine and diſcipline, too copious for 
_ diſcuſſion on my preſent plan. But as 
my. object has only been to unite a firm 
belief with a fincere practice, I humbly 
beſeech the Spirit of divine truth to 
accept theſe imperfect reflections, and 
permit that they may not have been 
made in vain |! | | 
The hurry of the world may be the 
excuſe of many, for not arranging 
thoſe thoughts which involve their 
deareſt intereſts ; but it is not, neither 
ought it to be, mine. The calm lei- 
ſure of rural lite affords many moments 
of reflection; and we ſhould remember 
that theſe golden opportunities are 
among thole talents which will be re— 


quired at our hands. 
| As 
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Asa traveller, from ſome riſing ground, 
ſurveys the country he has paſt with | 
mingled comfort and delight, fo let me, 
with ſimilar ſenſations, look back upon 
n,y ſhort intellectual journey. 
Ne It has been my endeavour to 
1. ſhew that recollection is abſolutely . 
neceſſary tor the improvement of 
I. the human ſoul: and that retire- 
ment is the ſchool of recollection. 
111. The proper objet of that medita- 
tion which is eaſieſt to be found 
in ſequeſtered ſituations, but not 
difficult in the moſt frequented, 
is the revealed religion of the goſ- 
pel; for without ſuch a revelation 
of the will of God, with reſpecét 
both to its motives and its pro- 
miles, (as is evident from the cha- 
Tacter and conduct of the beſt hea- 
then pluloiophers, ) virtue would ; 
tv. want its firmeſt ſupport. To eſta- f 
bliſh this principle, let us begin | 
with the firſt rudiments of reflec- | 


ti: 
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VI. 


tion: we did not make ourſelves 


there muſt therefore exiſt an al- 


mighty Being from whom we, and 
all creatures, proceed. Nature 
proclaims this, revelation confiri”;, 
it. But wickedneſs wants an apo- 
logy; and behold! the wicked 
man profeſſes himſelf to be no 
believer in God: but notwith- 
ſtanding his profeſſions, even na- 
tural reaſon is true to itſelf, and 
his vnbelief is doubtful. From 
hence ariſes another gradation of 
infidelity ; if a man muſt believe 
in God, and from prejudice does 
not chuſe to acknowledge a reve- 
lation, he calls himſelf a dei/t ! 


a dangerous ſtate ! ſuch a belief, 


however, is inconſiſtent; becauſe, 
if there is a God, he muſt be all- 
powerful, &c. and it all-powertul, 
he may reveal himſelf to man, in 


whatever way he pleaſes. Under 
this head is ſheltered every dil- 


turber 
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VII. 


VIII. 


turber of human peace, the 
Paynes and revolutioniſts of the 


day. 

The belief of a God, even ac- 
cording to the dictates of natural 
religion, implies the belief of a 
future ſtate—revelation renders 
this certain; and its effects are 


of the higheſt importance to 


man, whether we conſider him 
as an accountable creature a- 


plying to his hopes, for hopes of 


ſalvation the good man cannot 
but poſleſs—his fears, for fear 


muſt be predominant in the 


_ breaſt of the wicked ds a dcn 


ber of ſociety, impelling him to 
deeds of virtuous daring—or as 
an individual, expecting perſonal 
happmeſs in this world, and 
looking torward to abſolute en- 
joyment in the next. 

The certainty of a future ſiate, 
and, of courle, the important in- 


3 fluences 


— pes 


. 


— — rr — — — . ———N body 
— 


352 MEDITATIONS or & RECLUSE: 


fluences arifing from it, muſt 
originate in a belief of divine re- 
velation. It becomes, then, an 
inquiry which every man ſhould 
make, whether the book which 
contains the knowledge of the 
revelation of a future world, and 

of thoſe momentous truths which 
enfure the ſalvation of mankind, 

be authentic. A careful exami- 
nation of proofs muſt convince - 

XII. us of this. The end and deſign 
of the Holy Scriptures are to in- 
troduce a knowledge of the 
Author of the chriſtian revela- 
tion. For this purpoſe many 
external evidences are offercd. 

He who reads cannot but under- 
III. ſtand. Beſides the ſeveral diſ- 
tinct evidences of chriſtianity, 

one great argument ariſes from 

the concurring teſtimonies of the 
ſeveral writers of the Old and 
XIV. New Teſtaments. —Above all, the 
mrmward 


| MEDITATIQNS OF A RECLUSE. 353 


ineard evidence of the Spirit is 
highly to be reſpected, and prin- 
cipally to be ſtudied. We may 
read commentators and peruſe 
hiſtory, but if the will of God be 
not written in the heart with 


ſomething more than the labours 


of the hand or head, vain will be 
our belief; nay, it may be ſafely 
ſaid, that we do not believe at 
all. : 

Having meditated on the va- 
rious and important evidences of 
chriſtianity, it may reaſonably be 
expected that our faith ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed on a ſure foundation ; 


and that we ſhould feel the 


ſtrongeſt incitements to enroll 
ourſelves as members of that ſoci- 


ety, which offers to us ſuch great 


and precious promiſes. The cere- 
mony of baptiſm firſt introduces 
us to Chriſt, and puts a ſeal of 


 lirong conviction on the mind. 
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Whether this happens to the in- 
fant or the adult, its effects are 
equally intereſting. The firſt 


dawn of reaſon beholds the pro- 


priety, the neceſſity of this ſa- 
cramental teſt, and its laſt de- 
parting rays confirm the com- 
fortable aſſurance. 

Having now become members 
of Chriſt, our next ſtep is to be 
children of God; and this chriſ- 
tianity effects by its influence on 
the heart. Within the heart of 
man, religion, like the rod of an 
enchanter, raiſes ſcenes of happi- 
neſs; not a light ideal happineſs, 
the offspring of fancy and delu- 
ſion, but, in every reſpect, gen- 
uine and ſubſtantial. It does 
not produce the characters of 


men as objects of admiration 


only; but it generates goodneſs 
in the inmoſt folds of the human 
heart—and ſays, this is the 


cc happy 
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happy conſequence of the 


grace, God which bringeth 
&« ſalvation.” —As the introduc- 


tion of turbulent and unruly paſ- 


Fons was the miſerable effect of 


the fall of man, the religion of 
Chriſt ſteps forward to ſubdue. 
them. The natural man can 


no more compoſe the agitated 


XVIII, 


© 


ocean than his own breaſt : 
happy is it for him that the 
Ruler of the waves is ſtronger 
than he! To effect this purpoſe 
the goſpel affords us many 
helps : it thews us the way, and 
aſſiſts us in the road. It does 
not indeed irreſiſtibly overpower 
the actions of men, for that 
would deſtroy the free agency 
of his nature, but places him in 
a condition to conquer himſelf 
through the gentle influences of 


the divine Spirit. —© I can do 
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** all things through Chriſt which 
** ſtrengtheneth.me.” 
If religion ſheweth its power 


in the regulation of the heart of 
man, 1t 18 no leſs powerful in in- 


fluencing the diſpoſition of the 
mind. Here it is that its effects 
are moſt conſpicuous. Here it 
is that religion diſplays its true 
temper, aud with its cheering aſ- 
pect allures and delights its vota- 
ries. The good Chriſtian ought 


to be the moſt cheartul man in 


the world. —And in many reſpects 
he is ſo; for that ſacred principle 
which regulates the paſſions and 
improves the heart, which ſoftens 
the diſpoſition, and ſhares in the 


general habits of the man, can- 


not but produce that mott de- 
ſirable of all effects, peace of ſoul 


and d religious mind. This is 


indeed deliglitful harmony: it 
touches 


4 K . N 
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XXI. 
neceſſary reſult of holy expec- 
tations, is to be acquired and 
Preſerved by a variety of means 
offered by religion for this pur- 
poſe. The firſt of theſe is ne- 
dlitution. Thought rallies the 
ſtraggling forces of the under- 
ſtanding, and prepares them for 
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touches the true' chord of all 
the human affections, and an- 
ticipates the ſweet en of 


heaven. 


This diſpoſition of mind, the 


ſeverer duty. If we never thin, 


how can we expect the rewards 
which are the conſequence of 


thought? If we refle& on the 
various comforts of a religious 
life, and meditate on thoſe bleſ- 
ſings which a knowledge of the 
goſpel can only beſtow, the grace 
of God will reſt upon our hearts, 
and the peace of God will vitit 


XXII, our underſtandings. Another 


„ and 
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and important mean of procu- 
ning this happy diſpoſition is 
prager; prayer upon its proper 
principle; not the cold formal- 
ity too frequently diſtinguiſhed 
- +2112 DY this; name, but the fervent 
andi ſincere. ofterings of a grate- 
XXIII. „ ful, mind: - nay, we ſt pro- 
ie cœed further, and by a general 
i habitual devotion,” endeavour, as 
it were, to make our duty a part 
of ourſelves: | This is indeed the 
way, as far as in us lies, to 
adorn the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in all things. 
But the goſpel offers other 
means of poſitive injunctjęn to 
work together for this © 560d 
end, the final ſalvation of men. 
xxIv. The offices of baptiſm and*hi 
Lord's ſupper are eſſential ordli- 
nances for the conveyance of 
theſe graces to mankind. The 
reſtoration of man by the ſacri- 
ice 
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ſice of Chriſt, is pathetically 
commemorated and received in 
the celebration of the Euchuriſt, 
which is truly an outward and 


. fable: gn of an inward and ſÞi- 


ritual grace. | 
Beſides theſe, there are many 
other external reſources, though 
not of equal importance, yet 
eſſentially contributing to effect 
the ſame purpoſe. Books of 
piety and religion here offer their 
aſſiſtance: and the /riend/hip of 
the good ſteps forward as a pow- 
ertul auxiliary. If the gay, the 
rationally gay, be called upon 
to- cheer the gloomy hour of 
the pious ; the triendthip of the 
pious may well be reiorted to, 
not only to moderate the fallies 
of intemperate gaiety, but to 
raiſe the melancholy and deſ- 
ponding, to a lively hope of the 
blefiings of religion. The goſpel 
| of 
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of Chriſt . refincs our friend- 
ſhips, and teaches us the doc- 


trine of love on the beſt of 


motives. Our friendſhips, on 


the other hand, help to confirm 


us in the belief and practice of 
chriſtian duties by thoſe mu- 
tual attentions both to our 


temporal and eternal intereſts 


XXVII. 


which the goſpel requires of us 
as children of the ſame father, 
and members of the ſame faith. 
Hut the goſpel ſtill goes fur- 
ther, as it endeavours to eradi- 
cate every party prejudice as 


well as petty enmity from the 


XXVY11T. 


human breaſt ;- and directs us, 
as the touchſtone of our reli- 
gion, to love even our enemtes. 

To produce in the heart of 
man every advantage of reve- 
lation, no duty neceflary for 
this purpoſe thould be omitted. 


The inſtitution of the ſabbath 


COMmes 
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comes under this deſcription ; 
and under the ſame head is 
implied every benefit of public 
and private worthip. This is 
indeed an important mean of 
ſalvation, recalling the mind 
from ſecular cares, and fixing 
it on that day of reſt which, 
however diſtant it may appear, 
is much nearer than moſt of 
us ſuſpect. But the ſabbath is 
alſo diſtinguiſhed by au higher 
name—it is called the Lord's 
day trom the important event 
of the reſurrection which hap- 
pened on it. The uſe then 
which Chriſtians thould make 
of this day 1s evident : they 
ihould review upon it the great 
obligations of religion, the fall 
of man from righteouſneſs, and 
luis reſtoration to divine favour 
by the coming of Chriſt. Let 
us 
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us regard it too as a reſting 
place in our travels through 
life, not only for Ahe ſake of 
looking back on the chec- 
quered landſcape we have 
paſſed, but for the purpoſe of 
refreſhing our fouls for greater 
exertions in the proſecution of 
our journey. Thus relieved by 
grace, and ſtrengthened in the 
inner man, we may be prepared 
for the laſt ſcene of all in this 
eventful hiſtory, our removal 
to the world of ſpirits. If we 
with that removal to be happy, 
let us in time make due prepa- 
ration for it. Let us withdraw 
into the thade of ſolitude, our 


cloſet or our garden, and com- 


mune diligently with our own 


hearts: let us purſue that train 


ot ſerious thought which may 


. moſt eafily and happily influ- 
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ence our conduct in life, and 
lead us, through the merits 
of Chriſt, to the final bleſſing 
of a good man's death. 


"FINIS.. 
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